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SALUTING A PROLIFIC PARTNERSHIP BUILDER

The Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston (IACCGH) has
helped promote commercial and economic ties between the Greater Houston
area and India by maximizing opportunity with its partners. The Chamber is
a vital international link for entrepreneurs, businesses and entire industries
across the globe.

Shell values its partnership with the IACCGH, and is proud to serve as a
sponsor for the 17th annual gala.

www.shell.us
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Message
Dear friends,
 
I was honored to address the IACC Indo-American Chamber of Commerce Gala in 
Houston last September.  This coming January will mark my two-year anniversary 
as U.S. Ambassador to India.  It is amazing how the time has flown and how far the 
Indo-American relationship has come since that time.
 
President Obama and Prime Minister Modi have met no less than seven times in two 
years. These meetings have helped establish a long-term focus on close collaboration 
in several key areas. In August we concluded the second U.S.-India Strategic and 
Commercial Dialogue in New Delhi. This Dialogue brings together our governments 
to promote shared priorities in regional security, defense, trade, economic growth, 
improving the investment climate and more.
 
I am pleased with the growing economic ties between the United States and India. 
Our bilateral trade reached a record $107 billion dollars in 2015, which is three times 
what it was only 10 years ago.  In addition, U.S. bilateral investment to India has grown 
from a mere $8.5 billion dollars in 2005 to over $35 billion dollars last year. Texas, 
and Houston in particular, are key factors in this growth. As the cultural, political 
and economic connections between both countries grow stronger, I expect that these 
positive trends will only accelerate.
 
I applaud the efforts of IACC and its members to build 
deep and rewarding commercial and personal relationships 
between our two countries. Your commitment remains 
an integral component of the stronger Indo-American 
relationship. I extend my best wishes for this year’s Gala.

Richard R. Verma
U.S. Ambassador to India
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August 11, 2016 

Letter of Congressional Recognition 
 
Dear Indo American Chamber of Commerce: 
 
Congratulations on your 17th Annual Indo American Chamber of Commerce Gala. This year’s theme 
“Innovation Connectivity” is indicative of the work you have done and your years of service and respect 
for the Houston Community. 
 
Your mission to facilitate commerce, provide access to the Indo-American market, be the voice of the 
Indo-American Business Community, and enable Greater Houston Professionals, Businesses, and 
Corporations to succeed is a noble and extraordinary mission that provides a strong economic partnership 
between the U.S. & India businesses. 
  
I want to applaud the commitment of your executive leadership, Board members, and the IACCGH 
membership for working with the people of Houston by providing them invaluable leadership 
development and training through your workshops and cultural exchanges. 
 
You should be commended for your dedication and commitment to Houston’s economic growth and 
opportunity for all businesses. Again, I applaud you on your 17th annual Gala and your work to grow 
businesses and to grow Houston. You deserve the commendation of the United States Congress. 
 

         
         

          Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 
September 9, 2016 

 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
August 11, 2016 

Letter of Congressional Recognition 
 
Dear Indo American Chamber of Commerce: 
 
Congratulations on your 17th Annual Indo American Chamber of Commerce Gala. This year’s theme 
“Innovation Connectivity” is indicative of the work you have done and your years of service and respect 
for the Houston Community. 
 
Your mission to facilitate commerce, provide access to the Indo-American market, be the voice of the 
Indo-American Business Community, and enable Greater Houston Professionals, Businesses, and 
Corporations to succeed is a noble and extraordinary mission that provides a strong economic partnership 
between the U.S. & India businesses. 
  
I want to applaud the commitment of your executive leadership, Board members, and the IACCGH 
membership for working with the people of Houston by providing them invaluable leadership 
development and training through your workshops and cultural exchanges. 
 
You should be commended for your dedication and commitment to Houston’s economic growth and 
opportunity for all businesses. Again, I applaud you on your 17th annual Gala and your work to grow 
businesses and to grow Houston. You deserve the commendation of the United States Congress. 
 

         
         

          Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 
September 9, 2016 

 

 
  
  
  
  

August 2, 2016  
  
 
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston  
  
  
Dear Friends:  
  
Welcome to the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Houston’s (IACCGH) Seventeenth Annual Gala. It is my pleasure to join 
with all who are attending this year’s event to celebrate the work of the 
IACCGH and the significant relationship between the United States and 
India.  
  
I applaud the Chamber for taking the opportunity to strengthen commerce 
ties between our two great nations. The U.S.-India relationship is critically 
important, and it is for this reason, I co-founded the Senate India Caucus 
in 2004 and continue to serve as the co-chair of this bipartisan caucus.  
  
I appreciate having the opportunity to represent the interests of Texans in 
the United States Senate, and I look forward to continuing to strengthen 
U.S.-India relations. I wish you continued success in the years to come.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
  
  
 
JOHN CORNYN  
United States Senator  
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Lyric Centre 
440 Louisiana, Suite 575 

Houston, TX 77002 
(713) 236-0306 

FAX: (713) 236-0604 

 

P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, TX 78711 
(512) 463-0113 

FAX: (512) 463-0006 
Dial 711 For Relay Calls 

 

E-Mail: rodney.ellis@senate.state.tx.us 

2440 Texas Parkway, Suite 110 
Missouri City, TX 77489 

(281) 261-2360 
FAX: (281) 261-4726 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 9, 2016 
 
Greetings,  
 
I would like to welcome you to the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston's 
17th Annual Gala. Additionally, I want to welcome the Honorable Richard R. Verma, the U.S. 
Ambassador to India, to Houston and Texas Senate District 13. 
 
I recently had the privilege of visiting India on a trade mission for the City of Houston and Harris 
County, and I encountered a beautiful country full of generous people excited about new 
connections with our region. I know the work that the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
has done for the past 17 years is an essential part of establishing and building those relationships.  
 
In fact, I want to commend the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce for their hard work on 
behalf of the Houston Indo-American community and the entire city at large. My hometown's 
diversity and entrepreneurial drive are essential parts of what makes Houston so great. 
 
I hope this evening's gala is a success. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                                        
Rodney Ellis 
Senate District 13                                                                                                               
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    SENATOR RODNEY ELLIS 

    District 13 
 

    PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
    

  1999-2000 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Vice Chair, State Affairs 
Business & Commerce 
Transportation 
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Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 

Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

September 9, 2016 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 17th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 17 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  



10 | IACCGH 2016 2016 IACCGH | 11

CChhrriiss  DDaanniieell  
Harris County District Clerk 

  
www.hcdistrictclerk.com 

  
 

201 CAROLINE      P.O. BOX 4651      HOUSTON, TEXAS  77210-4651      (713)  755-5749 

 

September 15, 2015 
 
 
 

Welcome Friends! 
 
As your District Clerk of Harris County, I am honored to welcome you to the 16th annual 
Gala of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 
I had the privilege of attending last year’s gala and was impressed by the Chamber’s 
continued interest in Harris County.  I decided to join Judge Emmett when he led a trade 
delegation in December to Mumbai, Pune, and New Delhi.  We gave decision makers 
across India a better understanding of the potential partnerships with our county. 
 
India offers immense opportunities for Houston to do business and promote growth.  I 
am also very impressed with the contributions the Indo American community is making 
in our region economically and culturally.  The bridges we continue to build across the 
Indo-American Community are bearing fruit all over the city and county. 
 
As your District Clerk, I encourage you to volunteer to serve for Jury Duty as you will 
not only be fulfilling your civic duty, but also helping us create a jury reflective of the 
changed demographics of the 4th largest city in America—a city that includes one of the 
largest Indo-American communities!  
 
I join all of you in welcoming the Honorable Richard Verma, the United States 
Ambassador to India to Houston. I hope you will join me in enjoying tonight’s Gala. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Daniel 
Harris County District Clerk 
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Message

 The India-United States trade and investment relationship is being 

nurtured with care by the Indo-American community along with their 

friends and supporters. In Greater Houston area the Indo-American 

Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston has operated as a powerful 

engine for boosting economic relations between Texas and India.

 The Chamber is blessed with a strong, committed and dynamic 

leadership and, over the years, has taken several initiatives to forge new 

contacts and contracts among Indian and US entities.

 I have had the privilege of working with the Chamber since my days 

as Consul General in Houston and have followed their activities with great 

interest.

 I wish the Chamber continued success in their future work and extend 

my heartiest congratulations on the occasion of the Chamber’s Annual Gala.

Ambassador (Retired)

Skand Ranjan Tayal

Message

 It has been a privilege to have been associated with IACCGH Houston 

in its formative years and to witness its impressive growth as one of the 

most active economic Chambers in the city. The fact that the Chamber is 

responsive to suggestions for improvement and positive change is also worthy 

of appreciation. In this context I recall my discussions with the Chamber, 

in my capacity as Advisor, of the need to provide a more prominent role to 

women. Within a short period IACCGH inducted several women members 

into the Board and enhanced programs to benefit women professionals and 

entrepreneurs.

 I am delighted that this year IACCGH has the distinction of being led 

by its 3rd woman President.

 A Texas delegation led by Governor Greg Abbott will be visiting India 

later in the year.I look forward to welcoming them in Mumbai.

My best wishes to IACCGH and all friends in Houston.

Ambassador (Retired)

Shashishekhar M Gavai 
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September 9, 2016 
 
Greetings and Good Evening to All: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you this evening and offer my personal 
thanks to each of you for your support of the Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce of Greater Houston.  I am honored to serve as an advisor to this 
exceptional organization that does so much to promote a rich, diverse and 
prosperous Houston economy. 
 
Tonight is a special night as the Chamber celebrates its 17th Annual Gala and 
Awards Banquet highlighting successes during the past year.  During the time this 
Chamber has been in place, we have seen the expansion of commercial and 
economic relations between the United States and India and a strengthening of 
those relationships right here in Houston thanks to the work being done by the 
Chamber. 
 
BMC Software has benefited greatly from the outstanding intellectual talent that 
is being fostered in India.  In fact, when we opened a research and development 
center in Pune, we did it with only 2 employees.  Today, our Pune location is our 
largest employment center and we have more than 2,000 people working for us 
throughout the country. BMC India is a center for excellence in research and 
development, information services and technology, customer support, 
accounting practices and much more.  
 
On behalf of the 6000 employees of Houston-based BMC Software, I thank you 
again for your attendance this evening and congratulations to the Indo-American 
Chamber!     

 

 
 
 
Regards, 

	
Robert E. Beauchamp 
Chairman and CEO	
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prosperous Houston economy. 
 
Tonight is a special night as the Chamber celebrates its 17th Annual Gala and 
Awards Banquet highlighting successes during the past year.  During the time this 
Chamber has been in place, we have seen the expansion of commercial and 
economic relations between the United States and India and a strengthening of 
those relationships right here in Houston thanks to the work being done by the 
Chamber. 
 
BMC Software has benefited greatly from the outstanding intellectual talent that 
is being fostered in India.  In fact, when we opened a research and development 
center in Pune, we did it with only 2 employees.  Today, our Pune location is our 
largest employment center and we have more than 2,000 people working for us 
throughout the country. BMC India is a center for excellence in research and 
development, information services and technology, customer support, 
accounting practices and much more.  
 
On behalf of the 6000 employees of Houston-based BMC Software, I thank you 
again for your attendance this evening and congratulations to the Indo-American 
Chamber!     

 

 
 
 
Regards, 

	
Robert E. Beauchamp 
Chairman and CEO	
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September 19, 2015 

 

Namaste! 

It is an honor to welcome you to the 2015 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce Greater Houston 
(IACCGH) Annual Gala. 

Established in 1999 as a non-profit organization, IACCGH has provided support, education, and 
advice for individuals, local businesses, and governments in the United States and in India.   

Within the last 16 years they have been educating the general public about the importance of 
economic and political ties between India and United States. IACCGH members have helped the 
Indo-American business community grow educationally and financially.     

As a Texas Transportation Commissioner, appointed by Governor Rick Perry in June 2012, a past 
chief executive officer of the Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) and a former County Judge, I know 
all too well the importance of having strong partners in promoting and improving the our state’s 
business environment, stimulating vibrant local economies and producing a cooperative effort to 
enhance the overall quality of life for our citizens.   

Working with IACCGH, I personally assisted with leading the India Trade Mission in 2008, which 
brought an increase of networking by Mahindra tractors and businesses and helped to forge new 
and improved relationships critical to bilateral trade.  I was also extremely pleased to have been 
asked by IACCGH to join Judge Ed Emmett, Texas Senator Rodney Ellis, President Sanjay 
Ramabhadran and Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia to participate in the 2014 Transportation 
Infrastructure Summit in Delhi, India.   As a participant of the infrastructure delegation to India, I was 
able to share my expertise and knowledge of Texas Infrastructure with business and government 
leaders in India, including having the esteemed opportunity to meet with the Minister of 
Transportation Shri Gopal Rai.  

I am proud of my affiliation with the IACCGH and excited to provide my support.  I wish you continued 
success on the path to maximizing business opportunities, fostering bilateral trade and making a 
positive economic impact in the Greater Houston region. 

Very best wishes for a successful gala, 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Moseley 
Commissioner 
Texas Transportation Commission 

Namaste!         September 9th, 2016
 
It always makes me happy to hear that the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Houston gala is about to open its doors! 

That’s because there is great expectation knowing that this is the evening when we can see how 
IACCGH’s hard work pays off for our hometown.

As IACCGH members, I thank you for your contributions to make IACCGH the finest Indo-
American Chamber in America!  You make us all proud. Indeed, it is an honor and privilege to 
join in welcoming you to the 2016 IACCGH Annual Gala. 
 
As a former Texas Transportation Commissioner, a past Chief Executive Officer of the Greater 
Houston Partnership and a former County Judge, I am proud to be able to have shared in working 
with IACCGH to promote the economic growth of the Greater Houston region over the years. 
One smashing example was participating in an IACCGH trade delegation with Judge Emmett 
in 2008. On this mission, our delegation was able to open a very fruitful dialogue with Anand 
Mahindra, head of Mahindra & Mahindra, to relocate their US headquarters to Harris County!   
Today, Mahindra USA is the third largest tractor manufacturer in the world--which has now 
grown to a 120,000 sq. feet facility. .   
 
More recently, I had the privilege of joining the Chamber in the 2014 Transportation 
Infrastructure Summit in New Delhi, India. As a member to the Texas Department of 
Transportation Commission, I was happy to share my knowledge of Texas infrastructure with 
business and government leaders in India. A highlight of the mission was meeting with India’s 
Minister of Transportation Shri Nitin Gadkari.
 
I am happy to see that the Chamber has been making great inroads in the fight for more bilateral 
trade between the US and India, encouraging inbound investment and facilitating job creation in 
our region. It is my great honor to be counted as IACCGH’s friend.  Please know that you have my 
sincere congratulations on a job extremely well done with much anticipation of what IACCGH 
will accomplish in the year to come.
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July 15, 2016 
 
 
It is my pleasure to greet you all and join everyone in celebration of the 17th Annual 
IACCGH Gala. As founding President of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Houston, I am very excited about another successful year for our Chamber.  
 
Our organization has always strived toward community excellence. IACCGH has 
empowered Indo-American businesses within the Greater Houston area and promoted 
our region as a promising environment for economic development. IACCGH is united 
with the Indo-American communities towards its pursuit of excellence and civic service 
through the many programs and events it offers. IACCGH has hosted distinguished 
lectures from key personnel such as Ambassador Richard Verma, Investor Neil Bush, 
UH Chancellor Dr. Renu Khator, CEO of LyondellBasell Bob Patel, and Consul General 
of India Dr. Anupam Ray who spoke to our community to give their insight and 
experiences.   
 
The interaction between India and the US has increased over the past two years thanks 
to both communities. IACCGH aims to bring these business-minded people together 
from both sides.  
 
Every year, this great event allows us to encourage and recognize achievements and 
excellence within our community. I would like to commend all members, including 
Officers, Directors, fellow advisors, and my dear friend in particular, Jagdip Ahluwalia, 
for the work they have accomplished. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Durga D. Agrawal 
Founding President, IACCGH 
President, Piping Technology & Products Inc. 
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 September 9, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Dear IACCGH Members and Friends: 
 
It is with great pride that I salute, on behalf of the four UH 
System universities, the Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce of Greater Houston on the occasion of its 
Seventeenth Anniversary. 
 
The work of the IACCGH – strengthening Houston’s 
economy and enriching the city’s fabric of life, while 
promoting commercial, cultural, and educational bonds 
between the United States and India – never ceases to 
impress me.   
 
In less than two decades, IACCGH has become the 
indispensable link that brings our community together, 
making it possible for all of us to celebrate the shared traditions, experiences, and history 
that guide and inform our daily lives, both spiritually and professionally. 
 
The four UH System universities enroll 2,192 students from India, in addition to many 
hundreds of Indo-American students who reside in our region.  They benefit from the 
extraordinary philanthropy of successful Indian and Indo-American alumni, many of 
whom are here this evening.  At the University of Houston, the UH System’s flagship 
campus, their generosity has made possible, among others, the India Studies Program and 
the construction of a Multi-Disciplinary Research and Engineering Building, a 
spectacular structure scheduled to open this coming fall.    
 
It is a distinct privilege and honor – and one that I personally cherish and treasure – to 
serve on IACCGH’s Board of Advisors and help the organization accomplish its principal 
mission of advancing our great city and our region.  
 
 With warm regards, 
 
 
 
  Renu Khator 
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Dear IACCGH Members and Friends:

It is with great pride that I salute, on behalf of the four UH System universities, the Indo-American 
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston on the occasion of its Seventeenth Anniversary.

The work of the IACCGH – strengthening Houston’s economy and enriching the city’s fabric of 
life, while promoting commercial, cultural, and educational bonds between the United States and 
India – never ceases to impress me.

In less than two decades, IACCGH has become the indispensable link that brings our community 
together, making it possible for all of us to celebrate the shared traditions, experiences, and history 
that guide and inform our daily lives, both spiritually and professionally.

The four UH System universities enroll 2,192 students from India, in addition to many hundreds of 
Indo-American students who reside in our region. They benefit from the extraordinary philanthropy 
of successful Indian and Indo-American alumni, many of whom are here this evening. At the 
University of Houston, the UH System’s flagship campus, their generosity has made possible, 
among others, the India Studies Program and the construction of a Multi-Disciplinary Research and 
Engineering Building, a spectacular structure scheduled to open this coming fall.

It is a distinct privilege and honor – and one that I personally cherish and treasure – to serve 
on IACCGH’s Board of Advisors and help the organization accomplish its principal mission of 
advancing our great city and our region.
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Time flies when you are 
making a difference and 
this year has certainly 
flown by. 
 
Over the years, I’ve 
poured my heart 
into ‘Chambering’ as 
my daughter calls it, 
watching stellar leaders 
continue to elevate 

the Chamber’s profile and significance not just 
in Houston, but even internationally.  At the last 
Gala, I shared my excitement, energy, and passion 
encouraging each of you to get involved to achieve 
more than what you thought possible.  I want to 
thank you and an amazing board for the tremendous 
support resulting in an impactful 2016 built on 
the strong foundation laid by Ashok Garg in 2015 
and Sanjay Ram in 2014 among others. I took the 
faith that you placed in me to lead this organization 
and transformed it to an enthusiasm and intensity 
surpassing even my most complex corporate role.

It was an honor to kick-start my term being 
introduced by Shell VP Fred Whipple at the City 
Hall Inaugural. Distinguished Lectures delivered 
by the Chair of the Federal Reserve Bank Dr. Renu 
Khator, Lyondell-Basell CEO Bob Patel, and Consul 
General Dr. Anupam Ray were simply enlightening. 
We offered a twenty-two organization salute to 
Consul General Ray whose brilliance impressed 
immediately.  His training as a physician catalyzed 
our efforts to deepen the Chamber’s partnerships 
between India and the Texas Medical Center such 
as the CHI-St. Luke’s Business of Medicine Series.

We welcome the many new members and 
Congratulate Wallis State Bank for finding value 
in underwriting the Gala while depending on 
corporate stalwarts such as Shell and United.

In addition to our annual gala awards, Lifetime 
Awards are being given to Marvin Odum in 
Energy, John Mendelsohn in Healthcare, and Dick 
Huebner for the unparalleled and life changing 
education uplifting the community of minority 

entrepreneurs are being recognized with Lifetime 
Achievement Awards.

In 2016, signature events such as Distinguished 
Lectures, Women Mean Business events, and 
educational outreach seminars continued while 
embarking on a number of new initiatives under 
the fiscal stewardship of Treasurer Swapan 
Dhairyawan.  These include the healthcare 
lecture series, Rick Pal starting a Friends of 
Bauer Scholarship, the Narayan Bhargava’s 
International Summer College Internships as well 
as the Chamber’s first MBA summer interns, and 
partnering with a broader array of sister Chambers 
and resource partners to deliver business value 
and help address supplier diversity targets. 

I thank Shell EVP Ed Daniels and 2009 President 
Madu Prasad for first nominating me to the Chamber 
Board.  I thank my family, Executive Director Jagdip 
Ahluwalia, and each of you that have played a part 
in making this organization what it is… still small 
enough to tailor itself to your needs, yet big enough 
to make a Texas sized impact.

It took serving the Chamber to 
realize that I loved Chambering-
-using the corporate training, 
networking, problem solving  
and leadership that hopefully 
leaves the Chamber just a bit 
better than it was yesterday 
to benefit you, Houston, and 
India. Thank you again for 
that honor and privilege.

I wish Allen Richards the very best as the Chamber 
turns 18. 

SINCERELY,
JOYA SHUKLA

From the President’s Desk

Honorable 
Dr. Anupam Ray  
Consul General of India

Dr. Durga Agrawal
President & CEO, Piping 
Technology & Products

Mr. Robert E. Beauchamp
Chairman & CEO,  
BMC Software

Mr. John Bookout III
Senior Advisor,  
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts

Mr. Vijay Goradia
Chairman, Vinmar 
International Ltd

Mr. Paul Hamilton
President & CEO,
pH Technologies, LLC

Dr. Renu Khator
President & Chancellor, 
University of Houston 
System

Dr. Paul Klotman
President & CEO,
Baylor College of 
Medicine

Dr. David Leebron
President,  
Rice University

Dr. John Mendelsohn
Past President, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center

Deepa Thakur
Past President

Dr. Randhir Sinha 
Past President

Brij Kathuria
Past President

Somesh Singh
Past President

Directors Emeritus

Directors At Large

Brij Agrawal Jugal Malani Gopal Savjani Juuhi AhujaSwatantra Jain

Dr. Atul Varadhachary
Past President

Advisors

”
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CONNECTIVITY: A 
GOLDEN RULE OF 
BUSINESS
As I turn the pages of 
this magazine, I see 
scores of associations, 
alliances and 
relationships built up 
over the years. I see 
our Founder President 

Dr. Durga Agrawal 
deep in conversation with a member. I see our 
Consul Generals and Advisors who have been 
generous with their counsel. I see our members 
listening intently about changing tax laws at our 
seminar. I see the messages sent by our elected 
officials appreciating our efforts. Most of all I see 
our past and present Presidents, Directors and 
Board members who have been and continue to 
be deeply invested in making IACCGH a thriving, 
strong and active Chamber.

   In the journey of the 
last 17 years, the small 
steps we started out with 
have enabled us to take 
giant strides.

And like wine and cheese, I believe we’re getting 
better with age.

While much has changed at IACCGH over the 
years, the one constant that has remained is our 
mission to link people in the community, to bring 
people and businesses together and to enable 
them to connect so they may find a common 
platform to work together.  

Power Networking, long considered one of the 
golden rules of business, is a great way to stand 
out in a crowded marketplace and activate 
business development. It leads to connectivity 
and as someone famously said – it’s not how 
much you know and what you can do but WHO 

you know that matters. And that’s what our 
Chamber events are all about – to encourage you 
to get to know the person sitting to your right and 
left, build on that connectivity which is bound to 
happen when you meet people time and again.

Business, medicine, education, technology. We 
bring these different fields together at our many 
events lined up during the year to foster member 
interaction.

We connect entrepreneurs 
with doctors and educators 
with technocrats. We bring 
successful women who have 
beaten the odds to succeed, 
we bring members of 
economic agencies like the 
WBEA, the GHP, and MITDC 
to provide insight and advice 
on business to-dos, and  
we invite distinguished 
speakers to inspire you. 
The takeaway at all these events is not just an 
informative and instructive talk or a great meal 
but the opportunity to form business relationships 
and a broader network in an informal setting. 
Incidentally, networking ranks as one of the 
major reasons for membership to the Chamber.

It’s worth investing some time to figure out how 
the Chamber can help you engage with peers, 
optimize connections and create new business 
relationships – be it in the Greater Houston 
region,  in India or between Houston and India.
Having said that, I hope to see you soon at our 
next event!

SINCERELY,
JAGDIP AHLUWALIA

From the Executive Director’s desk
It took a flight to 
India to connect me 
to the Indo American 
Chamber in Houston!

As it happened, the 
Chamber had been 
pressing Continental 
Airlines, now United 
to launch a US to 

India nonstop flight to boost business and 
tourism between the two countries. It made 
great business sense and in 2005, we launched 
the maiden flight from Newark directly to New 
Delhi. As a key contact at Continental Airlines, I 
recall how the Chamber was an enormous source 
of information, connections and guidance and 
played a key role in our success. 

Since then United and the Chamber have shared 
a close relationship that has only strengthened 
over the years. 

As a Chamber Board member for the past 
several years, I have witnessed and been part 
of the tremendous work undertaken to promote 
our city’s economic growth. Consequently, the 
invitation to steer the Chamber for the coming 
year was one I couldn’t refuse. I am privileged 
and honored to lead this strong Chamber as 
President for 2017.

In industry predictions, conversations and articles, 
India clearly stands out as the country with the 
most growth potential. It is well on its way to 
becoming a powerful economy and a country that 
is increasingly assertive on the international stage.

   It is also that time in 
our histories when the US 
and India are witnessing 
a growing rapport, robust 
bilateral trade and 

investment figures and a 
strategic partnership in key 
areas like defense, energy 
and infrastructure.

Our work here thus becomes even more crucial.

In the following year, we will continue to 
host and help inbound delegations looking 
for investment opportunities in Houston and 
simultaneously plan for a trade delegation to 
India with leadership from our City and State. 
Our engagement with the community will 
continue through our varied Outreach events 
and we will work harder to engage the next 
generation of professionals/business leaders into 
our organization. 

Our Student Internship Program is going strong 
under the stewardship of our youngest and 
dynamic Board Member Narayan Bhargava. 
Houston’s medical community is in serious 
conversations with India’s medical fraternity for 
collaborations in medical research and we will do 
all we can to nurture this effort. In the midst of 
all this, we will constantly evolve to stay relevant 
to our members’ needs and host programs that 
reflect our inclusive diverse culture.

Each one of you is critical to our success and I 
look forward to seeing and hearing from you all 
next year.

Let me conclude by commending the Board 
and Joya for their leadership in keeping the 
momentum going.

SINCERELY,
ALLEN RICHARDS

From the President Elect

“

“
”
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CHITRANJAN “AKU” PATEL | An immigrant 
from Kenya, Aku completed his undergrad 
Degree in Electrical Engineering in 1975 in 
U. K. and an MBA from Cornell University 
in 1979. Aku Patel’s business, Karat 22 
Jewelers was started by his wife Meena 
Patel on Hillcroft in 1983. The Patels,with 
support from partner Sunil Patel and 
children Anant & Rachna, have since 

expanded with 3 branches in New York. They are well recognized 
in the jewelry industry in the United States. Besides specializing 
in 22 karat gold jewelry and high quality diamond jewelry they 
are also authorized distributors of well known Swiss watch 
brands like ROLEX, TAG HEUER, RADO AND MONT BLANC 
and fine gift line of LLADRO porcelain from Spain, SWAROVSKI 
crystal products from Austria and MONT BLANC writing 
instruments and leather goods from Germany. The company was 
awarded the South Asian Chamber of Commerce fastest growing 
company in 1989 and awarded Minority retail firm of the year 
at Minority Enterprise Development Week 2009. A long time 
resident of Houston, he has been actively involved in community 
affairs and supported various Indo American Charities like ICC, 
India House, IACF ,Pratham and Magic Bus. A board member of  
B.A.P.S. Fellowship Services  and currently leads the community 
outreach activities at  B.A.P.S. Houston. As an active Board 
member of IACCGH, he has been responsible for participating in 
the Public Safety meetings at the Houston Police Department, on 
behalf of Mahatma Gandhi District of Hillcroft / Harwin.

NARAYAN BHARGAVA | Narayan 
graduated from the University of Texas at 
Austin in 2010.  He received a degree in 
Finance and the esteemed Business Honors 
Program (BHP) from the McCombs School 
of Business.  He currently serves as the 
Business Development Officer for The SDB 
Group.  SDB is involved in several different 
facets of the oil and gas industry from 

manufacturing to distribution to exploration. During his time at 
SDB, Narayan leads international and domestic expansion and 
market development covering North America, Africa, and Asia. 
He also currently serves as president of two SDB subsidiaries and 
director of another. In addition, Narayan is the treasurer, regional 
VP, and youngest director for the National Association of Steel 
Pipe Distributors (NASPD). He also serves as Fundraising Chair 
for the Financial Analyst Program (FAP) Advisory Council, the 
steering committee for the academic program at the McCombs 
School of Business. In addition to serving on the Chamber Board , 
he is a Director for the Houston Chapter of Magic Bus, an activity 
based charity which helps children transition out of Indian slums 
to become socially responsible members of society.

TARUSH ANAND | Tarush is a business 
litigation attorney. He obtained his 
bachelor’s and law degrees from the 
University of Houston. He is a shareholder 
(partner) at the law firm of Brown Sims. 
The firm has offices spanning the Gulf 
Coast, in Houston, Lafayette, New Orleans, 
Gulfport, and Miami. Tarush represents 
businesses—ranging from small businesses 

to Fortune 500 companies—in litigation in state and federal 
courts across the country. He was awarded an AV Preeminent® 
Peer Review rating from Martindale-Hubbell®, and he has been 
selected for inclusion on the list of Texas Super Lawyers Rising 
Stars for the past five years. Outside of work, Tarush is passionate 
about animal welfare and rescue. He is involved in a family-run 
animal rescue organization called Tyson’s Pals, named in memory 
of Tarush’s late animal companion. He also enjoys traveling, 
photography, and playing golf.

Directors

KAREN FRANCIS | M.Sc., M.B.A. is Project 
Director, Global Academic Programs at The 
University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer 
Center (UTMDACC). She is responsible 
for initiating, evaluating, developing, 
and implementing multiple international 
partnerships, projects and programs. She 
was instrumental in the development of 
UTMDACC’s first international affiliation 

in Madrid, Spain and other Sister Institution affiliations. She 
evaluated, organized, managed and directed other international 
academic collaborative projects and programs with sister 
institutions and other global partners. Her large portfolio 
includes global academic partnerships in Brazil, Chile, India, 
Peru, and Turkey. She has worked closely with the leadership 
of the IACCGH in leading a MD Anderson delegation (which 
included Dr. John Mendelsohn) to India for an official visit and 
was responsible for the initial academic partnerships in India, 
facilitating the 1st Sister Institution Agreement with the Tata 
Memorial Centre in Mumbai in 2003. She continues to seek out 

SANJAY RAMABHADRAN | Sanjay 
Ramabhadran is a Partner at VERSAan 
Group LLC providing strategic consulting 
and market access services.He serves 
on the Board of the Houston region’s 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (METRO). 
He has served in senior executive/
board roles at global and regional firms 
providing water and public infrastructure 

planning/consulting services. Sanjay was honored as a 2012 Ten 
Outstanding Young American by the US Jaycees and previously 
as one of Five Outstanding Young Houstonians and Texans 
His civic engagement has included serving on/as Chairman 
– Leadership Houston, Director – Texas Lyceum, Steering 
Committee Member – Houston Plan, Senior Fellow – American 
Leadership Forum, City of Houston – Buildings & Standards 
Commission, Chairperson – Houston Mayor’s International Trade 
& Development Council (South Asia),Connecting Communities 
Initiative at Rice University’s Kinder Institute, Greater Houston 
Partnership’s Public Safety Task Force, Advisory Council – 
Houston Arts Alliance, IACCGH President & IAPAC and the 
Board of the Indo-American Charity Foundation. A graduate of 
BITS-Pilani and Texas A&M University, he has been a speaker at 
multiple US-India Trade & Infrastructure conferences. Selected 
as an ASIA 21 Young Leader, he was a delegate to Asia Society’s 
2010 Global Asia 21 Leadership Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia.

new academic partnerships and other opportunities in India. 
She is responsible for the coordination of the annual Global 
Academic Programs Conference which includes attendees from 
some 20 countries and more than 30 international academic/
research/hospital institutions.

RAJIV BHASVAR, SECRETARY | Rajiv 
Bhavsar has been an active member of the 
Chamber since 1999. He completed his B.Sc 
and M.Sc from Gujarat having majored in 
Mathematics with a minor in Statistics. He 
came to the US in 1991 and started out as a 
Personal Banker with Bank United, went on 
to become a Branch Manager, VP Lending, 
with United Central Bank and is currently 

the Senior VP Lending, at the Wallis State Bank. He is a familiar 
face at many community activities and has served as ICC Director 
from 2003 as well as served two terms as Treasurer and Secretary. 
He was the President of ICC in 2012. He volunteers at BAPS, is 
an Advisory Director to the IBN Sina Foundation and is involved 
with the International Hindi Association, SEWA and the Gujarati 
Samaj of Houston. He also conducts several seminars and training 
programs on Leadership and Marketing. He believes in using his 
knowledge and professional skills in helping nonprofits grow. 

ALLEN RICHARDS, PRESIDENT ELECT 
| A Graduate of the University of 
Washington and Navy Veteran, Allen 
has worked in the airline industry for 
over 27 years. He started as a Sales 
Representative with Northwest Airlines 
in Chicago in 1982. Since then he has 
gone on to work for American Airlines, 
China Airlines and Continental Airlines. 

Currently he works in the Asia Pacific Onshore Sales Group for 
United Airlines. In addition to the airline industry Allen has 
worked in sales for Fortune 500 companies including Bell and 
Howell and GE Capital. His passions include, assisting his wife 
in her involvement with animal rescue, golfing, cycling, Indian 
cuisine and Asian art.

SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN, TREASURER | 
Swapan holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in Commerce from Bombay 
University, a Master’s in Cost Accountancy 
from Kolkata and has over 10 years of work 
experience in India. He located to Houston 
in 1999 and worked with a CPA firm. In 
2004 he started his own practice – M.D. & 
Associates LLP which expanded to Dallas in 

2005 and Spring in 2008. An active member of the community, 
Swapan served as Director of ICC since 2007, Vice President in 
2009 and President in 2010. He is presently a Trustee with ICC. He 
also champions several causes and is key advisor to organizations 
such as the Foundation for India Studies, International Hindi 
Association, Indian Muslim Association of Greater Houston, 
Hindus of Greater Houston and SEWA International. He has been 
the Director and Treasurer with the IACCGH for the last three 
years. He lives in Sugar Land with wife Pallavi and daughter Eesha.

Executive
ASHOK GARG, IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT | Ashok Garg holds a B.S 
degree in Mechanical Engineering 
and an M.S. degree in Industrial 
Engineering. He located to Houston 
in 1967 and worked with Houston 
Lighting and Power Company.  
In 1984, he started his own company, 
Allied Exports, Inc. which exports 

recyclable waste materials. The company proved to be 
extremely successful as well as environmentally friendly. 
Ashok joined the IACCGH Board in 2010 and served as its 
Treasurer. He is at the forefront of community activities and is 
a vocal advocate for literacy. He was Past President of Rotary’s 
Memorial Spring Branch where he launched a fund raising 
program which raised over $100,000 towards the Club’s 
literacy and scholarship program. He also served on the Board 
for Literacy Advance of Houston. In 2007, he partnered with 
several community leaders to start Club 24 which provides 
mentoring to the next generation of entrepreneurs. He 
supports BAPS, sits on the Board of India House and the Board 
of Trustees for the Hindu Worship Society Temple. During his 
tenure, the temple was renovated, a new idol installed and a 
priest hired.

JAGDIP AHLUWALIA, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR | Jagdip is the Founding 
Secretary of the IACCGH and currently 
serves as Executive Director. He has 
worked actively at forging alliances with 
other chambers and economic agencies 
in Houston and India. A graduate of 
Leadership Houston and American 
Leadership and an engineering degree 

from the Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, India, Jagdip  
has over 30 years of teaching, manufacturing, business 
management and consulting experience. He is the immediate 
past chair of the Mayor’s International Trade Council for South 
Asia (MITDC). He was also recognized by the Greater Dallas 
Indo American Chamber and honored with their Outstanding 
Leadership Award for his role in forming the Alliance of Indo 
American Chambers in the US. In April 2014, Jagdip was 
honored at the Greater Houston Procurement Breakfast and in 
January 2015 by India Culture Center for his tireless advocacy 
for business in, for and with Houston.

JOYA SHUKLA, 2016 PRESIDENT |  
Joya Shukla has served Shell over fifteen 
years leading projects in the commercial, 
manufacturing and technical aspects of 
the downstream business, most recently as 
the Subsea Projects GoM(Gulf of Mexico) 
Manager responsible for delivering a $200 
million portfolio. Prior key responsibilities 
include business planning and margin 

analysis for Shell’s North American refineries, managing a 
$500 million capital budget for Criterion catalysts overseeing 
eight manufacturing plants, and a risk management role as a 
Compliance Manager. She also led the clean fuels program for 
reducing sulfur per EPA regulations, publishing papers in the 
Americas. Joya received her Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of South Carolina Honors College 
and Masters of Business Administration, Concentration in Finance 
from Louisiana State University. She  is also the Houston ISD 
Liaison for Lanier Middle School, and recently was selected to be 
a part of Class XXXV for Leadership Houston. Having served the 
Chamber as a Director, Secretary, President Elect and President, 
Joya has developed a special passion for supplier diversity and 
workforce development initiatives that enrich and empower 
businesses in Houston and India. 
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16th IACCGH Gala  
Reception September 19 2015

During the 2014 trade mission to India led by 
Mayor Annise Parker, IACCGH President Ashok 
Garg, Past President Sanjay Ramabhadran and 
Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia met with 
Ambassador Richard Verma, US Ambassador to 
India in New Delhi. The Chamber invited the 
Ambassador to Houston and was honored to 
host him as the Keynote speaker.

The Chamber invited community and business 
leaders, elected officials, major sponsors and 
supporters to a private reception in the Skyline 
Ballroom at the Hilton Americas. Against 
the backdrop of the Houston skyline, the 
Ambassador met with the attendees and also 
presented, on behalf of the Chamber, plaques of 
appreciation to the Chamber’s major supporters.
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Image Credits: © Biyani Photography
L to R: Narayan Bhargava, Swapan 
Dhairyawan, Sanjay Ramabhadran, 
Ashok Garg, Karen Francis, 
Ambassador Richard Verma, Joya 
Shukla, Tarush Anand, Aku Patel, 
Rajiv Bhavsar, Jagdip Ahluwalia
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   We thank Ambassador Verma 
for joining us in Houston. We look 
forward to continuing to do our part 
in promoting bilateral trade and 
making our economies stronger.

“
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Celebrating Success
September 19 2015
IACCGH recognized the professional, entrepreneurial and public service 
achievements of members of the business community. Ambassador Verma 
presented the Entrepreneur of the Year to CEO Umesh Verma of Blue 
Lance for cyber security technology innovation. Mani Iyer, President, 
Mahindra USA was presented an Inbound Investment Award for its 

Image Credits:
© Biyani Photography

L to R: Mani Iyer, Umesh Verma, 
Ambassador Richard Verma, 
Dr. Manish Rungta, Asif Dakri
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impact on inbound investment and local job creation in Harris County. 
The Community Service Award was presented to India House for bringing 
communities together and was received by President Dr. Manish Rungta. 
Wallis State Bank was the recipient of the Business Advocate of the Year 
Award for fueling small business which was accepted by Vice Chairman 
and CEO Asif Dakri. Appreciation Awards were also presented to the major 
sponsors of the evening, Emcee Rekha Muddaraj and Therese Cole-Hubbs of 
Electric Karma for event management.
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A Historic First for Houston September 19 2015

In a historic first for Houston and IACCGH, a sitting US Ambassador to India, 
the Hon. Richard R. Verma, was the Gala Keynote Speaker at the 16th Annual 
Gala on September 19th. Ambassador Verma was welcomed by about 650 
Houstonians which included city business leaders, high ranking professionals, 
elected officials and other Chamber members at the Hilton Americas. 
President Ashok Garg welcomed Ambassador Verma and stated that his 
appointment as the first Indian American US Ambassador to India was “not 
only a matter of great pride but also striking at a time of closer ties between 
the world’s two largest democracies.”

In an address that was peppered with humorous reflections and pride at his 
family’s migration from India to the US, Ambassador Verma remarked on how 
connected Indo Americans are despite the miles that distance them. He was full 
of admiration for the courage and perseverance of Indo Americans who had 
come to America to “build a better future, to chase your dreams,” and believed 
that they kept the two democracies together through their shared values.

He also stated that it was increasingly clear the US considers India as 
“our best partner and one of the most consequential relationships of 
the 21st century.” The two countries, he believed, can be close partners 
in areas of military, medicine, deep sea and space exploration and 
combating terrorism and “the trends are heading in the right direction.” 
He was realistic about the challenges faced by India but concluded on an 
optimistic note by stating that he was “heartened by the promise we see in 
India and look forward to a resurgent India.”

Image Credits:
© Biyani Photography
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Distinguished Lecture
Neil Bush  October 13, 2015

LITERACY CRISIS IN HOUSTON
A packed room of 140 members and guests welcomed Neil Bush at the 
Distinguished Lecture organized by IACCGH. Executive Director Jagdip 
Ahluwalia welcomed the gathering and acknowledged the leaders in the room 
representing different organizations.

President Ashok Garg stated that as a society as well as a migrant community 
we prize education. However on joining the Literary Advance of America, he 
was shocked to learn that there is “a literacy crisis” in Houston among both 
children and adults. He lauded the Keynote Speaker for his “championship of 
literacy” and continuing the legacy of service that the Bush family is noted for.

Neil Bush and his wife Maria founded and co-chair the Barbara Bush 
Houston Literacy Foundation which is dedicated to increasing literacy rates 
for Houstonians of all ages. He is also the Chairman of Points of Light, an 
organization that is trying to change lives through the power of volunteerism.

Neil Bush commenced his address by speaking of the “darkness that’s flying 
under the radar.” He was referring to the number of people who are stuck in 
poverty and live in conditions where there’s injustice, higher levels of crime and 
teenage pregnancies with little hope for self-improvement. According to the 
Keynote Speaker, this “darkness was weighing on our society in a big way.”

Top: Keynote Speaker Neil Bush

RIGHT PAGE
Left: Keynote Speaker Neil Bush 
with guests
Right: Shell VP Fred Whipple 
presenting a plaque to Neil Bush
Bottom: Neil Bush with guests
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Proud sponsors of the 
Distinguished Lecture Series

Literacy, he continued, is an issue that was first 
championed by his mother, the Former First Lady 
Barbara Bush because she believed that a person 
who could not read could not realize their fullest 
potential and would always “be chained to the 
cycle of poverty.”

Citing some “overwhelming” statistics, Neil Bush 
stated that there’s one book at home for every 300 
children living in poverty, 60% of kindergarten 
kids enter school ill prepared to learn, 24% of 
third graders failed the STAAR Reading Test 
and 20% adults in Houston are functionally 

There is positive work 
being done to combat the 
literacy issue by 1000’s of 
nonprofit organizations and 
the millions of volunteers 
that act selflessly 
to lift others. ”

illiterate which means they cannot even fill out 
a job application form. Describing this bleak 
assessment of the city’s literacy levels as a “human 
rights issue,” he stated that this affects not only 
the individual but all of us as it leads to higher 
crime rates and higher costs related to healthcare, 
welfare and education. 

On a brighter note, the Keynote Speaker also 
spoke about the positive work done. He offered 
some concrete examples of organizations that are 
“serving on the frontlines of the literacy crisis,” 
such at Books between Kids, Literacy Advance 
of Houston, Read Houston Read and CYCLE. 
He also urged the gathering to volunteer and  
“join the army to combat illiteracy” by going 
to www.connect4literacy.org to sign up with a 
qualified organization.

Shell VP Fred Whipple proposed the vote of 
thanks where he expressed his appreciation for 
the service that the Bush family is doing for 
communities everywhere and stated that the 
lecture had “truly inspired him to become a 
better person.”
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Women’s Mentoring Circle
Francene Young  October 28, 2015

RESILIENCE IS THE NEW SKILL
This was the subject of an interactive mentoring session by a group of women 
at the IACCGH Women in Leadership Mentoring Circle. The event was led by 
Francene Young, former VP of Talent and Diversity at Shell and present Rector 
at St. Luke’s the Evangelist.

President Ashok Garg, in his opening address, observed that a mentor can 
change the trajectory of one’s life and career and while “he often forgets 
names, he has never forgotten the names of his mentors.” Introducing the 
Speaker, he stated that when Francene retired from Shell, she “didn’t pick up 
a golf club but continued doing what she has always strived to do – helping 
people and serving the community.”

President Elect Joya Shukla welcomed Francene and IACCGH Past President 
and Shell retiree Madhukar Prasad.

Bottom left: Madhukar Prasad, 
Francene Young, Joya Shukla
Bottom right: Attendees at the 
event

RIGHT PAGE
Center: L to R: Rachana Wood, 
Kelly Showalter, Francene Young, 
Joya Shukla, Karen Francis 

Proud sponsors of the
Women’s Mentoring Circle

    ...a fundamental component  of success, a trait that 
differentiates winners from losers. This is resilience or 
the ability to press forward in the face of difficulties.

In an address that was light in approach but serious in content, Francene 
illustrated her point by sharing a story about the lack of resilience and it 
was as personal as her own brother who hit “rock bottom” and couldn’t pull 
himself out of it.

Comparing our everyday encounters to an “emotional rollercoaster ride” she 
stated that it is inevitable that we all, at some point or another, “hit those 
places where we come undone.” According to her, it’s perfectly acceptable to 
visit “pity city” but the question is how long do you live there, how do you 
respond and how quickly do you find a way out of the turmoil in your life.
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Francene encouraged the attendees to seek 
those answers within themselves by dividing the 
gathering into groups. Each member shared their 
personal experience of resilience and how they 
tackled the difficulties in their lives.

Madhukar Prasad moderated the group sessions 
and articulated the takeaways from each group.

Faith, prayer and meditation clearly played a large 
part in helping the women find the courage in 
dealing with seemingly insurmountable issues, 
many gave themselves permission to remove the 
“superwoman cape” and cry it out, while others 
shared and leaned on a support system. Some 

women went into analytical mode while others 
stepped back, paused and changed their perspective.

Summing up the evening, Francene encouraged 
the group to “stick with the confidence, stick with 
the faith, stick with the partnerships you make with 
each other and “listen to that inner voice because 
you’ll pull out of you what you already know.”

In appreciation, Shell’s Rachana Wood draped a 
beautiful shawl around Francene’s shoulders in 
the Indian traditional way of honoring a person 
while Kelly Showalter presented her with a plaque 
to thank her for leading such an enlightening and 
empowering session.

“
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“Networking Works”  January 20
Inaugural Reception
CITY & STATE OFFICIALS ATTEND IACCGH’S INAUGURAL EVENT
The 2016 Inaugural ‘IACCGH Networking Works’ Reception was held at the 
Houston City Hall Rotunda. President Joya Shukla introduced her Board 
and welcomed Chief Guest Consul General P. Harish, Councilmember Le, Jay 
Guerrero from Senator Cornyn’s office, Fred Whipple from Shell and IACCGH 
members and guests.

The Chamber’s role will be defined by 
it’s day-to-day interactions in bringing 
business folks together from both
sides - India and the US.

Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia welcomed the gathering and encouraged 
them to network and get to know each other – one of the tenets on which 
the Chamber was built. He also described the creation of the Chamber in 
1999 as “being ahead of the curve” when India was not “as fashionable or 
economically viable” as it is today. The Chamber, he continued, has evolved 
over the years and has navigated the needs of the members during this time.

Past President Sanjay Ramabhadran welcomed the guests on behalf of 
immediate Past President Ashok Garg and summarized the activities of 2015. 
Apart from well attended Signature Events such as the Distinguished Lecture 
Series and the Women Mean Business Series, the year saw a historic first in 
having a sitting US Ambassador to India Richard R.Verma deliver a brilliant 
Keynote speech at its annual Gala held in September. Yet another first was 
a 30 member delegation to India led by Former Mayor Annise Parker to 
encourage Indian investment in Houston.

Center: IACCGH President Joya 
Shukla addresses the Inaugural 
Networking event

RIGHT PAGE
Top left: Consul General P. Harish 
and President Joya Shukla honor 
former Publisher of the Houston 
Business Journal John Beddow 
Top center: American Leadership 
Forum President Daniel Snare 
Top right: John Beddow addressing 
the audience
Center left: Consul General P. 
Harish lauds the Chamber’s role 
Center right: President Joya Shukla 
and Past President Sanjay 
Ramabhadran join Consul General 
P. Harish in honoring ALF President 
Daniel Snare
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”

Consul General P. Harish has been an Advisor to 
the Chamber and lauded the Chamber for helping 
bring “our economies and people together.” 
He also spoke about the greater engagement 
between India and the US over the past two years 
in various areas.

Shell VP Fred Whipple did the honors of 
introducing the 17th President and the 3rd woman 
President of the Chamber – Joya Shukla. Having 
worked with her over the past few years, he spoke 
about her “passion for volunteering, leadership 
qualities, compassion and a willingness to do the 
things that need to get done.”

The Chamber’s youngest President Joya Shukla 
addressed the gathering and stated that she was 
not just “ready to lead but ready to serve” to 
ensure that the Chamber continued its successful 
streak in promoting business and enterprise in 
the Greater Houston region. She appreciated the 
success that had been achieved by Indo Americans 
not just in material terms but in making a 

difference to the community and believed that by 
working together “they could raise the bar again.”

Former Publisher of the Houston Business Journal, 
John Beddow, described by Executive Director 
Jagdip Ahluwalia as “an innovator in the publishing 
industry” was honored for his exceptional leadership 
of one of Houston’s leading business journals. 
Recently retired from “the Journal but not from life” 
John Beddow has started a consulting business in 
sales, marketing and media relations.

American Leadership Forum President Daniel 
Snare was also felicitated for his efforts in bringing 
together leaders in Houston to serve the common 
good. Speaking on the occasion, he stated that 
ALF’s membership represented leaders from 
diverse sections of the community with the goal 
to co-create new ideas and new solutions through 
dialogue to better serve the community. According 
to him its “no coincidence that the city of Houston 
is recognized as one of the most successful and 
diverse cities in the world.”
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Distinguished Lecture
Dr. Renu Khator  February 10
Chair, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
IACCGH Advisor Dr. Renu Khator gave an illuminating speech on “Chairing 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas” at the IACCGH Distinguished Lecture. The 
event was hosted at the Federal Reserve Bank- Houston Branch building on 
Allen Parkway. Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia welcomed the gathering 
and acknowledged the presence and contribution of Founding President and 
UH Regent Dr. Durga Agrawal.

Describing India as the fastest growing major economy, Head of the Houston 
Branch, Daron Peschel stated that the “Houston Fed deeply valued its 
relationship with the international community.” He also lauded Dr. Khator for 
taking the University of Houston to a new level in research, brain power and 
developing Houston’s workforce and revealed that of the employees at the 
Bank, “every sixth person was a UH graduate or a student.” 

Center: Chair, Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas Dr. Renu Khator address-
ing the gathering 
Bottom: IACCGH Board Members 
and invitees with Keynote speaker

RIGHT PAGE
Top left: Dr. Renu Khator and 
President Joya Shukla present a 
plaque to Past President Ashok Garg
Top right: L to R: President Joya 
Shukla, Dr. Renu Khator, Debra 
Stewart and Alyssa Holmes 
Henderson
Bottom Left: Jay Guerrero with  
Dr. Durga Agrawal
Bottom Right: Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas, Head of the Houston 
Branch, Daron Peschel addresses 
the audience
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Describing Dr. Khator as “inspirational”, President 
Joya Shukla emphasized Dr. Khator’s tremendous 
contribution in not only making the University of 
Houston excellent in academics, sports and the 
arts but also impacting the city of Houston in a 
positive manner.

Past President Ashok Garg was presented a plaque 
for “moving mountains and making miracles 
happen” during his tenure as President in 2015 
which culminated in executing a historic Gala.

Dr. Khator has been a Board member of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas since 2011 
and assumed the position of Chair in 2015.  
In her address, Dr. Khator stated that through her 
association first as a Board member and then as 
Chair she gained a “different appreciation for the 
bank and the work it does.”

Dr. Khator also walked the gathering through the 
various functions of the bank stating that it is a 
semi government entity that is not supported by 

Formulating monetary policies,
supervision of banks and 
being the “banker of  
the banks” which in turn 
maintains the economic 
stability of the market 
and nation. ”tax dollars and it works to balance employment and 
inflation to maintain the financial stability of the 
system. The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas which 
covers Texas, and parts of Louisiana and New 
Mexico is very engaged and carries its “Texas size 
voice” at the Central and State levels. Dr. Khator 
also pointed out that research by economists at the 
Federal Bank of Dallas carried a lot of weight and 
is highly valued throughout the country.

The audience was treated to a tour of the inner 
workings of the Federal Reserve.
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As part of its new Global Connections Series, 
the Greater Houston Partnership featured “A 
Spotlight on India.” The event was supported by 
IACCGH and involved an informal discussion of 
the opportunities of doing business with India. 
Former Consul General P. Harish was the Keynote 
Speaker and attendees included IACCGH 
President Joya Shukla, Executive Director 
participants Ahluwalia, Chairman of Vinmar 
International Vijay Goradia, and representatives 
from Mahindra USA and Reliance Holdings.

The Consul General addressed the gathering 
of industry leaders and business professionals 
on the flagship schemes and incentives of the 
Government of India for furthering bilateral 
trade and economic engagement between India 
and the US.

IACCGH OUTREACH PROGRAM
A tax seminar designed to educate the community 
on various tax issues, attracted many members 
of the Indo American community at India House. 
Hosted for the sixth year in a row, the event was 
moderated by CPA Ajit Thakur and chaired by CPA 
Swapan Dhairyawan.

Some of the topics that were covered were 
Small Businesses and Employment Tax issues 
by CPA Imtiaz Munshi, Annual Tax Updates by 
CPA Kershaw Khumbatta, and the Foreign Bank 

Account by CPA Mahesh Desai. CPA Rimple 
Mashruwala dwelt on Maximize savings and 
Minimize Taxes by funding your Retirement Plan, 
CPA Swapan Dhairyawan spoke about the “Dirty 
Dozen” scam list that targets innocent taxpayers 
under the guise of the IRS and CPA Vikas Patel 
presented the different kinds of business entity 
structures and their pros and cons. 

Taxes: The IRS and You  February 28

Top: CPA Swapan Dhairyawan educates the gathering on tax issues

Bottom: CPA panel L to R: Imtiaz Munshi, Kershaw Khumbatta, 
Rimple Mashruwala, Moderator Ajit Thakur, Chair Swapan 
Dhairyawan, Mahesh Desai, Vikas Patel
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IRS has introduced the Fresh Start 
Program – a voluntary program that 
encourages those who are behind on 
their taxes to pay up and avoid tax 
liens. Installment agreements and Offer 
in Compromise are also available
with this program. ”

Center left: Horacio Licon in conversation with Manisha Gandhi, TV Asia
Center right: Former CG P. Harish with GHP Senior Vice President  
Bob Pertierra
Bottom: L to R: Former CG P. Harish, Mohit Bangia, Vijay Goradia, Sanjay 
Ramabhadran

Global Connections
A Spotlight on India March 10 Proud sponsors
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Farewell Reception  March 19
Consul General P. Harish
HOUSTON TO HANOI: FROM CONSUL GENERAL TO AMBASSADOR
A measure of how well liked Consul General P. Harish and wife 
Nandita are with the Indo American community was clearly 
evident when 22 organizations came together at their farewell 
reception at India House.

From the day he assumed charge in 2012, the CG 
demonstrated a willingness to reach out to the community, 
understand their consular issues and respond effectively 
even if it meant putting his own email address on the 
website or his staff processing emergency requests in the 
middle of the night.

IACCGH Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia 
welcomed the packed gathering and spoke of  
the sense of community that was present in the 
room. He also expressed his appreciation for the 
CG’s immense contribution from improving consular 
services to championing the cause of trade between 
Houston and India, from encouraging Houstonians to 
practice Suryanamaskars to promoting Indian art and 
culture in Houston.

Dr. Virendra Mathur shared the special relationship that 
India House has enjoyed with all the CG’s in Houston 
but acknowledged that P. Harish had brought “a new 
warmth, a feeling of comfort in the community” and 
an efficiency a previously overburdened Consulate was 
unable to provide.

Top: CG P. Harish, Nandita Harish 
with IACCGH members
Center & Bottom: CG with  
attendees at the event

LEFT PAGE
Center: CG P. Harish and Nandita 
Harish
Bottom: CG P. Harish with leaders 
of 22 organizations

IAPAC President Karun Sreerama was given the 
task of introducing the CG. Rather than sticking 
to the CG’s official bio, he offered a “bio tribute” 
listing qualities like his intellectual depth, unfailing 
courteousness, diligence and empathy. Karun 
also described this as” a bitter sweet moment” for 
Houston because while the community was sorry 
to see him leave – it was pleased that he had been 
elevated as Indian Ambassador to Vietnam.

Thanking the gathering for their friendship and 
warmth, CG P Harish stated that it is “our duty, our 
dharma to do what we have been sent to do.” He 

spoke of his efforts to improve Consular services. 
He also spoke about the couple’s effort to attend 
and encourage every cultural program and faith 
event because Indian secularism demands the 
inclusiveness of every religion. Having endeared 
herself to the community as much as the CG, a 
huge round of applause greeted Nandita as she 
spoke of Houston as “the best tenure they had had.”

IACCGH Treasurer Swapan Dhairyawan who  
had shouldered a great deal of responsibility for 
the event thanked all the 22 organizations for 
their cooperation.

    Efforts to improve Consular services 
starting from improving the facilities at 
the Consulate, greater accessibility and 
the installation of an emergency number 
for weekends and off duty hours so that 
the consular experience is seamless.

“
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The Student Internship Program in India - a student initiative by IACCGH and 
headed by its youngest and dynamic Director Narayan Bhargava took concrete 
shape this year with the announcement of its first two interns. The program 
was launched two years ago by Past President Sanjay Ramabhadran and the 
funds to support the program were raised by Immediate Past President Ashok 
Garg. The Chamber announced the selection of Akash Dhingra, a UH student, 
and Ankit Bhowmick, a Petroleum Engineering student, who secured summer 
internships with JSW Steel and Shell, India respectively.
 
The Program is designed to give students an opportunity to get real time 
working experience in India with member companies that have a presence 
both in India and in the US. International experience is highly coveted in the 
workplace and the program offers interns global exposure and an edge when 
joining the workforce.

The initiative got a huge boost when Jindal Steel Works recently announced 
that they would increase the number of internships from one to five in 
2017. Technip, an international EPC company, has also given the nod to 
offer internships in the summer of 2017. Moreover, several other large 
corporations have also indicated interest in partnering with IACCGH to 
partake in the program. While UH is a participating member of the program, 
Narayan is also reaching out to Rice and is working to expand the program 
to University of Texas, Austin.
 
The program is open to all students who meet the qualification criteria 
established by the partner companies. Funding for the program comes from 
the Raffle organized by IACCGH with the Rolex donated by Karat 22 Jewelers.

IACCGH Internship Program 
in India  March 29

Watch donated by
Karat 22 Jewelers

LyondellBasell CEO Bob Patel, Shell General Manager for CRI/Criterion 
Catalysts Diane Chamberlain, IACCGH Intern Ankit Bhowmick

Bottom: IACCGH Board Members 
with UH Bauer College Dean Latha 
Ramchand and winner of the 
Rolex Raffle.

Akash Dhingra - IACCGH Intern at JSW Steel Ltd.

Shell Internship Report
ANKIT BHOWMICK
MS Petroleum Engineering, University of Houston

As a Petroleum Engineering student, it’s been my 
dream to work with an organization that offers a 
challenging yet encouraging environment. That is 
exactly what the Assessed Internship at Shell 
offered. My work as a Reservoir Engineer Intern 
was to analyze the Dynamics of a Field in Brunei. 
With the unconditional support from the Shell 
employees, this journey wasn’t a challenge but a 
learning experience where ‘Teamwork + 
Integration = Success’ became my mantra. Shell’s 
culture, where employees from multiple disci-
plines sit together at workplace, fascinated me and 
made me realize the importance of involving 
people from different domains to solve a problem 
effectively. Besides, weekend get-togethers and 
soccer playoffs with my colleagues taught me the 
significance of work-life balance. This eventful 
journey was made possible by the International 
Internship Scholarship from the Indo-American 
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. I’m 
extremely thankful not only to the Board Members 
for their continuous guidance and motivation, but 
also for broadening my network within Shell and 
the Houston community.

JSW Internship Report
AKASH DHINGRA
Economics & Business Foundations, University of Houston

As an Indian American, the JSW Summer 
Internship Program has been one of the best 
things that have happened to me. Although I 
was born in India, I have lived in the US since I 
was 4 months old. I was not expecting to have 
such an amazing time, and ended up having an 
unique, enriching experience that I could not 
have gotten anywhere else. It is vital in my 
career to have gone to Mumbai to understand 
how Indian corporations function. Further, the 
Corporate Social Responsibility program really 
opened my eyes to the impact a huge conglom-
erate like JSW has on its society, and how it can 
be made to sustain positive results. The program 
was not for the faint hearted, though; I really 
had to push my limits to adapt to the corporate 
and social culture. But that’s what made it so 
rewarding - I had put in so much effort to 
improve and grow and it paid off tremendously 
not just in work but in social dynamics, as well. 
It led to me being happy in a vastly different 
place, and most importantly, I was able to share 
that with my fellow colleagues who have 
become my lifelong friends.
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(licensed to Electrolux), retail service with Emprise 
(acquired by Liberty Tax Service), and senior roles 
with several high-tech firms - EnterpriseWorks 
(acquired by Iconnix), Commerce One (Nasdaq: 
CMRC), and Webify Solutions (acquired by IBM). 
He is also involved in several nonprofits and is the 
founder of Ek Disha, a non-profit that funds high-
impact humanitarian projects globally.

Rick is currently working with the University of 
Houston’s C.T. Bauer College for Business and 
the Chamber to set up a Friends of Bauer in 
India Scholarship Endowment. The Endowment’s 
intent is to enable business students gain an 
insight into Corporate India by either interning 
there or short term study visits. He is actively 
reaching out to members of the community to 
underwrite this Endowment.

ASHOK SHAH
IACCGH Past President

Ashok Shah after retiring 
from Alcatel-Lucent as 
their President of the 
Global Professional 
Services organization, 
spends his time serving 
as an advisor or as a 
member of the Board of 
Directors for a collection 
of public and private businesses and universities. 
He is the founder and President of CEPS 
Consulting Organization. He has co-written a book 
“Emergence of the ‘Me’ Enterprise: A Blueprint for 
Leadership in the 21st Century”. “Continue to be 
inspired by chamber’s outreach and passionate 
promotion of India and US commerce interest. As a 
member I have always learned and benefited with 
chamber’s vast member network”

MANISHA C GANDHI
Director of Development,
Akshaya Patra USA
TV Asia Correspondent

“I have been an active 
member of IACCGH 
since almost its 
inception. I joined 
as an entrepreneur, 
an Allstate agent. 
It enhanced my 
business through many 
connections with Indo-American community as 
well as main stream greater Houston community.  
I have seen and experienced the value of being 
a member of the Chamber. I continue to benefit, 
learn, grow and connect through the chamber 
and help my work in the non-profit sector as 
well. The Chamber has provided a platform for 
businesses, non-profit groups and many industries 
to come together and partner locally and with 
India successfully.”

RICK PAL
Serial Entrepreneur

An award winning serial entrepreneur and investor, 
Rick’s association with the Chamber began when 
he was awarded the first Young Entrepreneur of 
the Year in 2006 at their Annual Gala. He was soon 
invited to be a Board member where he initiated 
several successful events that benefited small and 
mid-sized businesses.

Rick Pal is the founder and chairman of Innokul, 
a business incubator and accelerator in Kolkata, 
India. His award-winning business career spans 
clean-tech manufacturing with AirGenerate 

Member Spotlight

MATTHEW TURAHI
B.B.A. | Finance
Commercial Banking and Public 
Finance

POOJA VERMA
MBA | Finance & Accounting
Bachelors Electronics and
Communications, BIT Mesra
IT and Marketing

SWATHI VIKRAMAN
Bachelors in Electronics 
Engineering

Bauer MBAs Intern at IACCGH  April 6

To strengthen its relationship with the student 
community, IACCGH started an internship project 
for students from the C.T. Bauer College of 
Business at the University of Houston. Three MBA 
students - Matthew Turahi (Finance and Supply 
Chain) , Pooja Verma (Finance and Accounting), 
and Swathi Vikraman (Supply Chain Management 
and Data Analytics) joined us during the summer 
of 2016. These students have been contributing 
to the Chamber in various strategic projects since 
June and will continue to work with us as they 
begin their second year of the MBA program.

The thought behind the internship, under the 
leadership of Director Narayan Bhargava, was to 
take advantage of the Chamber’s member strength 

to quantify our successes and identify room for 
improvements. The interns suggested we collect 
information from all members through an online 
Questionnaire to improve our Chamber records 
and provide even more personalized service. Data 
analysis of member feedback  on event scheduling,  
knowledge of the Chamber’s services, and overall 
satisfaction will help hone the strategy to better 
serve the Houston business community.

To improve online presence, the efforts were 
concentrated on two areas, the IACCGH website 
and social media. The members directory section 
of the website is being updated. Members will now 
have the opportunity to edit the information they 
would like shared.

“    This has been a wonderful learning experience. 
We learned how a non-profit organization works and 
how much effort goes into organizing the brilliant 
events the Chamber hosts. We also had some great 
opportunities to interact with some key Chamber 
members and gather insight into their experiences. 
We will recommend this program to our colleagues and 
continue our association with the Chamber.
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Women Mean Business
Indrani Goradia and April Day April 25

Proud sponsors of the
Women Mean Business Series

    Children are our future and we 
must let them lead the way to be leaders 
we are proud of. However this could 
happen only if everyone spoke up against 
child abuse and believed in the motto —  
Let there be peace at home and let  
it begin with me.

“Center: Women attendees with 
Keynote speakers Indrani Goradia 
and April Day
Bottom: L to R: Joya Shukla, Indrani 
Goradia, Alyssa Holmes Henderson, 
April Day and Debra Stewart 

RIGHT PAGE
Bottom: Keynote speaker Indrani 
Goradia with UH students

IACCGH members and guests listened in shocked 
silence as Keynote Speaker Indrani Goradia, 
Founder of Indrani’s Light Foundation shared her 
story and those of countless women and children 
who are victims of domestic violence at the 
Women Mean Business Series.

As the Founder of a nonprofit family foundation, 
Indrani works to eradicate gender violence and 
enable women and families to live empowered 
lives. The organization has centers in the US, 
India, Trinidad and Tobago.

In a moving account, Indrani described her own 
personal battle against severe childhood abuse 
and remembers thinking that this is “normal.” She 
quoted UN reports which state that the greatest 
public health threat comes not from HIV or 
Ebola but violence against women and children 
and it has reached “plague proportions.” She 
described violence as a “disease” and asserted that 
expressing love through violence is a lie.

Verbal, emotional and psychological abuse are 
other forms of abuse often used by abusers. The 
sad reality, Indrani noted, is that boys who are 
abused more often than not beat their wives and 
children while girls who are abused grow up to 
“expect and accept” abuse. Tragically, jails are also 
full of children who were abused as children and 
are one of the many ravages of abuse.

As is the Chamber’s practice, the event matched 
a nonprofit leader with someone from the 
business world. It invited April Day, President 
of the Women’s Business Enterprise Alliance to 
share her personal journey to the top ranks of 
the business world.

The WBEA is a leading third-party certifying 
organization that serves 1700 women by 
increasing opportunities for aspiring women 
entrepreneurs, women-owned businesses through 
educational programs, access to funding, business 
development, and professional networking.
 
April had her share of hurdles to cross. She inspired 
everyone to reach beyond their current obstacles 
and use them as the fuel to ignite and awaken their 
inner strength. Describing herself as “awkward 
with severe asthma” while growing up, she was 
determined to overcome the odds to succeed.

Invoking what April coined “Grit and Grace, 
she challenged the gathering to listen to our 
inner voice that tells us to “get up” when we are 
knocked down.

April Day also outlined the process of certification 
requirements of being 51% women owned and 
controlled while sharing important pointers such 
as networking with purpose, doing your research, 
be the go-to person and always follow up.

AN EVENING WITH PHILANTHROPIST INDRANI GORADIA AND WBEA PRESIDENT APRIL DAY
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Small Business Outreach  April 26
Tim Jeffcoat - District Director, SBA
IACCGH SMALL BUSINESS OUTREACH PROGRAM
FACILITATES ACCESS TO CAPITAL THROUGH SBA LOANS
District Director of the US Small Business Administration, Tim Jeffcoat dealt 
with the subject of SBA loans at the IACCGH Small Business Outreach event 
held on 26th April.  The event was held jointly with the American Turkic 
Chamber.  The discussion of SBA guaranteed lending revealed that loans 
range up to $5.5M dollars, with terms up to 20 years, and low fixed rates are 
available - around 2.5% over prime, depending on loan size.  The SBA LINC 
program was also discussed; a simple 3-step online tool a borrower may use 
to get the attention of several lenders at once.

Tim further highlighted the SBA Small Business Investment Company 
(SBIC) program, whereby the SBA helps small businesses receive venture 
capital (investment or loans or both) from SBA-backed firms. Likewise, the 
Small Business Innovation and Research (SBIR) program involves grants up 
to $150K for feasibility research of innovative ideas. Finally Tim presented 
a summary of the special low-interest small business loans available to 
businesses (as low as 4%) and nonprofits (as low as 2.625%) that have 
experienced disaster situations.

Proud Underwriters of the IACCGH 
Small Business Outreach Program

Top: SBA Director Tim Jeffcoat 
addressing the gathering
Bottom: Volunteers from Turkic 
American Business Council

RIGHT PAGE
Top left: President of the American 
Turkic Chamber Orhan Kucukosman 
Center: L to R: Mark Winchester, 
Orhan Kucukosman, Tim Jeffcoat, 
Nasrullah Khan, Pradeep Anand
Bottom: Center: Attendees at  
the event



2016 IACCGH | 5554 | IACCGH 2016

Distinguished Lecture
Bob Patel, CEO - LyondellBasell  May 4

LEADING IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY
On May 4, 2016, IACCGH hosted Bhavesh (Bob) Patel, CEO and Chairman of 
the Management Board of LyondellBasell, one of the world’s largest plastics, 
chemical and refining companies. In a special show of support for IACCGH, 
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner stopped by to meet Bob Patel and Consul 
General Dr. Anupam Ray at a reception held prior to the event.

A native of India who came to the US at the age of 10, Bob Patel spoke about 
his experience running a large global company and the insights gleaned 
from turning the organization around.

Bob Patel noted that there is great value and power in diversity, not only 
visual or cultural diversity, but diversity of thought as it leads to better 
decision making.

Bob Patel also shared his philosophy about running a large company in 
the petrochemical sector noting that three things are inevitable: “Death, 
Taxes and the Cycle (cyclical nature of the industry).” Yet, he noted that it’s 
possible to find opportunity in the ups and downs, provided the business is 
run conservatively and costs are kept low. Maintaining financial strength, he 
stressed is key and it is wise to keep costs in check, resist the temptation to 
over leverage even “when borrowing is easy and cheap.”
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Proud sponsors of the 
Distinguished Lecture Series

Top left: Shell GM Diane Chamberlain and Joya Shukla present a 
plaque to Bob Patel
Top Right: President, Vinmar International Hemant Goradia with 
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
Center: Attendees at the Distinguished Lecture with Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner, Bob Patel and Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray 
Right: Hemant Goradia introduces the Keynote speaker Bob Patel

LEFT PAGE
Bob Patel addressing the gathering 

Diane Chamberlain, Shell General Manager  
for CRI/Criterion Catalysts, presented the speaker 
with a plaque of appreciation and spoke of Shell’s 
commitment to investing in the community it 
serves. Diane had been a peer to Bob Patel about 
20 years ago, bringing this full circle for her.

Facing bankruptcy changes you and changes the culture 
of the organization fundamentally. You quickly learn 
what’s really important and that the upfront decision-
making process is so critical because of the potential 
consequences on the back end. Using data and making 
the right, and sometimes hard, decisions in the 
beginning can save even harder decisions later. ”
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HOUSTON CITY CONTROLLER CHRIS BROWN CALLS
ATTENTION TO KEY ISSUES AFFECTING CITY FINANCES
As part of its ongoing engagement with local elected officials, 
IACCGH arranged for a meeting with City of Houston 
Controller Chris Brown at his office. A cross section of the 
Indo American community was invited to join the members 
of the Chamber for an in depth discussion of how the City’s 
finances work.

Controller Brown explained how the City is being a good 
steward of city funds and pointed out the systems that were 
put in place to accrue greater savings to ensure maximizing 
our tax dollars.

Right: Houston City Controller Chris Brown
Bottom: President Joya Shukla presenting a 
plaque to Chris Brown

LEFT PAGE
Community leaders discuss key issues 
regarding city finances with Chris Brown

Power Dialogue  May 10
Houston City Controller
Chris Brown
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Distinguished Lecture
Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray  May 16

Proud sponsors of the 
Distinguished Lecture Series

    For me the rise of 
India is a similar article 
of faith. It will happen. 
And it has an epic quality 
about it.

“
On May 16th, a packed room of IACCGH members and guests listened in pin 
drop silence to a riveting Distinguished Lecture by Houston’s new Consul 
General Dr. Anupam Ray. He began his address with a reference to Rome 
and compared its rise to India’s rising status on the world stage.

Touching on India’s long term prospects and 
offering some interesting stats, he stated that 
India’s GDP growth rates are amongst the 
fastest in the world, per capita income is rising 
at “historically unprecedented rates” and an 
average Indian’s buying power has spiked 
between 5 to 10 times.

He continued to state that inbound FDI numbers are rising constantly while 
outbound FDI is creating jobs and contributing to communities in multiple 
countries. Newer developments in India include a Fiscal Responsibility 
law, direct transfer of benefits, livelihood security, pensions and medical 
insurance going mainstream, adoption of a law for a real estate regulator 
and a bankruptcy law.

He emphasized India’s dramatic transformation from being a poor colony to 
being the most likely candidate for membership to the UN Security Council, 

Top left: Consul General  
Dr. Anupam Ray with Judge Ed 
Emmett and distinguished guests
Top right: Shell VP Fred Whipple 
and Joya Shukla present a plaque  
to Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray
Center: L to R: Paul Hamilton, 
Sanjay Ramabhadran, Rajiv Bhavsar, 
Dr.Suresh Khator, Tarush Anand, Jay 
Guerrero, Joya Shukla, CG Dr. 
Anupam Ray, Judge Ed Emmett, 
Ashok Garg, Chris Brown, Aku Patel, 
Jeff Moseley, Jagdip Ahluwalia

LEFT PAGE
Top: Consul General Dr.Anupam Ray
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Let us talk about the country that  is 
asking you to Make in India, that aspires 
to be a Digital India and Clean India
and aspires to Skill India. ”a member of the G20, a major source of outbound FDI, a dynamic BRICS 
economy and one of the founder members of the BRICS Bank. Stating that 
there is now a bipartisan acceptance in the US that its partnership with India 
will be one of the defining relationships of the 21st century, he observed that 
the Indian community here and the expanding network of business, cultural, 
political and educational ties will be the building blocks of this partnership.

The CG also acknowledged the US’s sizeable contribution to the UN 
peacekeepers but pointed out that India has “not shirked our share of any 
burden.” No other developing country contributes, voluntarily, more than 
India to the development and humanitarian operations of the United 
Nations. He concluded by stating that American and Indian exceptionalism 
complement and supplement each other and what we are living through 
now is the beginning of an exceptional partnership.
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Chamber Dialogue with India’s
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan July 14

Houston Welcomes  June 12
Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray
Houston officially welcomed the new Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray and 
his family at a community wide reception hosted by 22 Indo American 
organizations including the IACCGH. Founding Trustee of India House  
Dr. Durga Agrawal introduced the Consul General highlighting his illustrious 
career, knowledge of the scriptures and his work with the revival of the famed 
Nalanda University in Bihar.

Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray’s address to the community members was, 
simply put, rocking. Peppered with slokas from the Gita, lines by Tagore and 
laced with humor, he brought the gathering to their feet in a standing ovation.

Diplomats have been tasked with engaging 
the Indian diaspora to include them
in India’s national journey.
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Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan visited Houston 
on 14th July. The Chamber had a private meeting 
with the Minister to discuss areas of collaboration 
and appraise him of their long term involvement in 
aiding India’s energy needs. Chamber leaders also 
met the Chairmen of GAIL and ONGC.

In 2005, at the invitation of the then 
Minister Mani Shankar Aiyer, the Chamber 
and Consul General Skand Tayal convened 
an Energy Advisory Group. Over the past 
decade, the Chamber has continued to 
engage with visiting ministers - Ram Naik,  
Dr. M. V. Moily and Murli Deora.

The Consul General described India as one of the 
fastest growing and most dynamic economies 
of the world and stated that he looked forward 
during his stay here to build and strengthen 
the bridge that connects our two countries. The 
Consul General also assured the gathering that he 
will always be available and responsive to them, 

improve service delivery and engage them more 
intensively.

In his vote of thanks, Board member Swapan 
Dhairyawan thanked the attendees for their 
support and cooperation as well as those who 
helped move the event smoothly.

IACCGH members with Dr.Amit 
Goldberg and CG Dr. Anupam Ray
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Over 50 IACCGH members and guests attended 
an informative seminar titled “How to make your 
       Business Grow Using LinkedIn.” The seminar, 
which was presented by Siva Yenneti, Director at 
ITVibes, a Houston Web Design Company, sought 
to explain how the use of LinkedIn – the world’s 
largest professional network could power their 
career or business.

In his address, Siva emphasized the point that 
in this technology driven world, businesses are 
increasingly relying on social media like LinkedIn 
to source services and attract the best talent. 
Siva also advised the gathering to upload a 
professional headshot picture for their profile, 
include recommendations from past bosses or 
colleagues and write a short personalized message 
when connecting with other LinkedIn users. 
He also walked the audience through some of 
LinkedIn’s useful features such as Advanced Search 

and Connect, Profile Stats, Company Page, Sales 
Solutions, Center and Pulse. However for LinkedIn 
to be effective, he stressed that it is important to 
update your status periodically, be consistent and 
visit it regularly with “posts, shares and comments.”

Sales pitches are boring 
and dead. LinkedIn is 
one of the best tools to 
“showcase your products, 
your value proposition
and your services. ”

Making Technology Work  July 27
Grow your Business Using LinkedIn

Top left: Attendees at the event
Top right: Siva Yenneti addressing the audience
Center left: L to R: Rajiv Bhavsar, Siva Yenneti, Joya Shukla
Center right: Siva Yenneti outlines the benefits of using LinkedIn

COMMUNITY LEADERS IN AN OPEN DIALOGUE WITH JUDGE ED EMMETT
The Chamber has been hosting the Power Dialogue Series initiated to help 
members and community leaders connect with senior elected officials 
and have an open dialogue. Past dialogues have been convened with 
Congressmen Ted Poe and Pete Olson, City Controller Chris Brown and 
Mayor Pro Tem Ed Gonzales.

Power Dialogue
Harris County Judge Ed Emmett  July 27

    A successful public 
service career involves 
continuous engagement 
with leaders, spirit of 
service and visibility.

Top: Harris County Judge Ed Emmett
Bottom: Community leaders with 
Judge Ed Emmett

FOLLOWING PAGE
Center: L to R: Judge Ed Emmett, 
Joya Shukla, Narayan Bhargava
Bottom: Judge Ed Emmett listens  
to a point raised by Dilip Bhargava 

“



2016 IACCGH | 6564 | IACCGH 2016

On 27th July, a select group met Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett for an hour long dialogue. 
Judge Emmett spoke of his early years of civic 
engagement. He was only 29 years old when he 
contested his first election and was elected to the 
first of his four terms in the State House. He was 
nominated to serve on the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and was unanimously confirmed 
by the US Senate. While describing his journey 
of public service, the Judge pressed the point 
that a successful public service career involves 
continuous engagement with leaders, spirit of 
service and visibility. He also reflected that after 
reaching a certain level of success, it is important 
to help others achieve and serve.

Judge Emmett who serves as the County Judge of 
Harris County - the third most populous county 
in the country with a population of over 4 million 
outlined some of the areas he oversees. He presides 
over a Commissioner’s court and has four other 
Commissioners who serve with him. He’s also 
the Director of the Office of Homeland Security, 
Emergency Management and chairs the Juvenile 
Board – a cause that is close to his heart. He did 
acknowledge that the Juvenile Justice System 
was often failing juvenile delinquents and turning 
them into hardened criminals and stressed that the 
system must be corrected to give juveniles a fair 
chance at turning into good citizens.

Yet another important area the Judge overseas 
is Indigent Health. Mental Health is a cause 
that concerns him deeply. The County Jail, he 
mentioned, is tragically the biggest center for 
mental health patients.

The Judge concluded his address by stating that 
it would be beneficial for the City and the County 
to work together. He also expressed his interest 
in identifying key people in the community and 
engaging them in public service.

Building Bridges in Healthcare  August 8

Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray 
envisions healthcare as the next major 
area of collaboration between the US 
and India much like IT was the bridge 
connecting our two nations a few 
years ago. The Chamber, which has 
since its inception had a long term 
commitment to Healthcare, arranged 
for meetings between Consul General 
Dr. Anupam Ray and the leadership of 
MD Anderson Cancer Center and the 
Texas Medical Center. The purpose 
of the meetings was to explore the 
possibility of creating a healthcare 
bridge between Houston and India 
to enhance cooperation in the field 
of medical research and address 
healthcare challenges that face both 
countries. A physician himself, Dr. 
Ray believes that leveraging US India 
research in healthcare can go a long 
way in providing innovative and low 
cost medical care in both countries.

Basic medical research in the 
United States has a strong Indian 
presence. It is a natural area of 
cooperation between two nations 
who agree that knowledge is 
fundamental for progress and 
prosperity. We’re trying to build 
links in medical research. ”

L to R: Jagdip Ahluwalia, Dr. Michael Ewer,  
CG Dr. Anupam Ray, Joya Shukla, Deepti Ganji, 
Shibu Verghese, Karen Francis

L to R: CG Dr.Anupam Ray, Dr. Robert Robbins, Jagdip Ahluwalia, 
William McKeon, Joya Shukla, Shawn Cloonan
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Reviving the Fallen Intellect  August 9
Joseph Emmett on Ancient Vedanta’s New Role
in the Modern World
IACCGH and the Asia Society Texas Center hosted 
Joseph Emmett, Director of Vedanta Institute 
Malibu on 9th August to understand the ancient 
Indian philosophy of Vedanta. Asia Society’s 
Director Stephanie Wong invited Consul General 
Dr. Anupam Ray to make the opening remarks.

Joseph, a disciple of Swami Parthasarthy, spent 
over 10 years in India studying Vedanta. In 

his address, Joseph highlighted the fact that 
“humanity seems to be waking up” and the 
youth in particular are seeking meaning and 
purpose in their work. At the same time, there 
is rampant sectarianism, stress and militancy 
in society. Vedanta, he stressed, has a solution 
both for these hopes and concerns. He also 
stated that rather than creating a multitude 
of social programs, society needs to learn and 
absorb the ancient values provided by Vedanta 
to create social consciousness. When there is 
true social consciousness, there won’t be a need 
for social work.
 
This, he continued, is ancient Vedanta’s 
contribution to our world. Vedanta is universal, 
non-sectarian, non-religious, scientific knowledge 
of life and living. It applies equally to all, just 
as the laws of science do. Through its ability to 
develop the human intellect, Vedanta makes 
individuals more controlled, peaceful and 
spiritual. When individuals are raised thus, 
society is raised and that is the basis of Vedanta’s 
message: Raise yourself and you raise the world. 

The Chamber thanks Revati Puranik for her 
support of the event.
 
For more information about the Vedanta Institute Malibu, please visit 
www.vedantamalibu.org

Behind the scenes tour  August 9
ABC Channel 13
ABC-13 has an exciting history, starting with 
its design. The building is in the shape of the 
world famous Astrodome and is the only known 
television station in the country to have its own 
swimming pool.

ABC-13 is also a leader in all things news, 
starting the first medical reporting in the market 
that included famed Dr. Red Duke and consumer 
reporting with Marvin Zindler.

Today, more people watch ABC-13 on broadcast 
and digital platforms than any other local TV 
station.

We are Houston’s news leader in the air and on 
the ground and we thank you for your support! 

Thank you for including 
me in the group tour to 
Channel 13. I appreciate 
the opportunity, not only 
to go behind the scenes 
for the broadcast, but 
also to meet some of 
the other women that 
are active supporters  
of IACCGH. I truly 
enjoyed the morning.”
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The Khators host Consul General Dr. Ray  August 17
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Chamber Board member Narayan Bhargava and 
Pratham Young Professionals President Darel 
D’Souza teamed up to host the first “NextGen 
Networking Mixer” at the upscale Americas 
restaurant. The intent was to engage and involve 
college students and young professionals with 
the Chamber.

The evening offered attendees an opportunity to 
connect with other professionals in an informal 
environment as well as the occasion to listen to 
an inspiring story of entrepreneurship and the 
importance of people for success – a lesson driven 
home by the owner of Americas -Michael Cordua.

Narayan offered an overview of the Chamber’s 
mission in promoting the economic growth of the 
Greater Houston region. He explained the NextGen 
initiative and encouraged the gathering to involve 

themselves in an organization that helps bring the 
business and professional community closer. In 
his address, Michael Cordua observed that “most 
entrepreneurs are born when they are thrown out 
of their comfort zone.” A chef himself, Cordua 
decided to start an authentic South American 
restaurant in “Tex-mex dominated Houston”. 
Despite some initial setbacks, the restaurant took 
off and expanded to many more. In conclusion, 
Cordua advised the gathering “that it is people who 
will make your business.”

This point was further elaborated by Narayan who 
drew a sharp connection between networking, 
optimizing connections and professional growth. 
According to him “the NextGen Networking event 
allowed us to take another step towards building 
a younger base for the Chamber and also further 
developing our relationship with a peer group.”

NextGen Networking 
Mixer  August 17

IACCGH offers its members and supporters the 
opportunity to volunteer at various events and plans 
to build on this in the coming years by involving 
more and more members to serve on various 
Chamber committees. We also offer our members 
the chance to attend major local events like the 
annual Houston Minority Business Council Expo. 
IACCGH appreciates and thanks all our volunteers 
and staff who have helped the Chamber put together 
the Galas and other events through the years.

We Thank
our Volunteers
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Supplier Diversity Lunch & Learn August 23

A slate of 8 panelists explained the benefits of certification for 
minority owned businesses to over 100 attendees at the Supplier 
Diversity event organized by IACCGH.

VP Fred Whipple spoke of Shell’s efforts to encourage supplier diversity for 
the past 20 years. Today, the Company had redoubled its efforts to build 
more suppliers as it fosters better cost structure among other benefits.

Affirming that “no organization stands alone” Moderator Jewel Smith of 
CenterPoint Energy invited the 8 panelists to share “resources and nuggets 
of information” important for business success.

Houston Minority Supplier Diversity Council President Ingrid Robinson 
underscored the fact that Certification validates a Company’s status as a 
51% minority owned business to major corporations.

“Get every certification you can get” was Women’s Business Enterprise 
Alliance (WBEA) President April Day’s advice. Certification by the WBEA 
assured Corporates that the woman owned business had been “vetted” and 
given the stamp of approval.

Carlecia Wright from the City of Houston Office of Business Opportunities 
stepped up to state that the Office certifies on behalf of Texas 
Transportation facilitating suppliers interested in working with METRO, 
TxDOT or the airports.

METRO’s External Relations Officer Shurronda Murray encouraged the 
gathering to get certified as a METRO Small Business Enterprise. The 
Certification is free, offers eligibility to bid on contracts and procurement 
opportunities.

The dialogue turned to four representatives from Corporates who outlined 
the qualities they looked for in diversity suppliers. Each of them also 
shared a success story with a diversity supplier.

FLUOR’s Annie Lidge described high safety records as an overriding factor 
in choosing a supplier while Donovan Casanave outlined Shell’s guidelines 
that would help a supplier “fit into their corporate pipeline”

MD Anderson Cancer Center’s Marian Nimon spoke of supplier credibility 
and quality commitment while Cindi Salas of CenterPoint Energy highlighted 
the “creativity and innovation” that suppliers brought to the table.

HMSDC Past President Richard Huebner, considered the father of Diversity 
in Houston, was also in the house and was presented a plaque for his 
efforts in promoting the concept of supplier diversity.

Proud Underwriters of the IACCGH 
Small Business Outreach Program
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Reflecting on what the future will hold, Michael Covert stated that 
Healthcare will shift from volume based to value based with emphasis on 
patient engagement and satisfaction, lowered healthcare cost, wireless ICUs, 
online monitoring of patients and housekeeping which can zap microbes in 6 
minutes. He pointed out that we have an aging population (above 65 years) 
which will double in 5-7 years. He spoke of a bundled payment arrangement 
which will provide medical services and all related costs for a fixed amount.

Janice Lamy, VP Marketing and Communications CHI St. Luke’s Healthcare 
proposed the vote of thanks. She expressed her pride at supporting the 
Chamber’s mission of connecting and supporting the communities we live in.

The next Business of Medicine Series will focus on the important roles 
women play in Healthcare.

Business of Medicine  August 30

CEO MICHAEL COVERT ON THE “TRENDS IN MEDICINE”
IACCGH kicked off their new Healthcare initiative - the Business of Medicine 
series right in the heart of the largest medical facility in the world – the 
Texas Medical Center. President Joya Shukla welcomed the attendees who 
were primarily from the medical community and highlighted the initiative’s 
intent to build bridges between the Chamber, the Texas Medical Center and 
the medical community in Houston and India.

    The future is going 
to be about taking care 
of people differently and 
we are starting to see 
these trends today.

“ A physician by training, Consul General Dr. Anupam 
Ray stated that India is poised to be the greatest 
economy in the world which would necessitate the 
need to “build India into the global health industry’’

Indira Vishnampet, Board Member of CHI St. Luke’s 
Sugar Land, introduced Keynote Speaker Michael 
Covert President and CEO of CHI St. Luke’s Health.  

One of the largest nonprofit faith based systems, CHI operates 105 hospitals 
in 19 states.

Michael Covert spoke of the challenge of bringing disparate hospitals such as 
the Baylor College of Medicine, Texas Heart and St. Luke’s Medical to create an 
environment and a common platform  where the hospitals, physicians and their 
missions could come together to form an effective regional Healthcare system. 
In some plain speaking, he dismissed the idea of formulating a fancy mission 
statement and instead opted for the “easy to understand and remember” mission 
statement of “TO TAKE CARE OF PEOPLE.”  He also stressed that CHI St. Luke’s 
Health will focus on using best practices in delivering patient care, cutting 
healthcare costs and  partner with physicians to engage them more effectively.

Top left: Janice Lamy delivering the 
vote of thanks

Top Center: Dr. Randeep Suneja 
with Michael Covert

Top Right: Consul General Dr. Ray 
presents a plaque on behalf of the 
Chamber

Center: Chamber members with 
Consul General Dr. Ray

Bottom: A great audience for a 
great inaugural 

LEFT PAGE
Top: Michael Covert delivering the 
keynote
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INBOUND MEXICAN DELEGATION  JULY 13
IACCGH continues to support the State of Texas 
NAFTA Office Mexico by arranging meetings 
between our members and Mexican businessmen 
interested in doing business in Houston.

To quote an attendee “Business professionals in 
the Greater Houston area are lucky that IACCGH 
is so active in providing easy access to local, 
national and international businesses through 
its regular activities and trade missions. I have 
been fortunate to participate in and meet several 
businesses from Mexico when IACCGH, along 
with Office of the Governor and the State of 
Texas, recently hosted business owners group 
from Mexico. Thank you IACCGH for all you do 
and continue your good work”.
Karun Sreerama, MBA, PhD, PE
Entrepreneur, President of IAPAC-Greater Houston

IACCGH SUPPORTS
CORPORATE DIVERSITY PROGRAMS  AUGUST 30
The initiative started when IACCGH was invited 
by Continental Airlines to participate in their 
APA Heritage program and this evolved from 
being just a series of presentations to being a 
full-fledged “India Bazaar” at the then down-
town HQ of Continental.

The Chamber hosted similar bazaars and made 
presentations at different Shell locations to 
help celebrate the Shell Asian Pacific Employee 
Network (SAPENG) May Heritage event. This 
year Jagdip Ahluwalia will serve as the External 
Keynote Speaker at the SAPENG Annual Learning 
Event scheduled on 7th October.

INDIAN CENTRAL PUBLIC SECTOR
EXECUTIVES DELEGATION  SEPTEMBER 9
A high level Indian CPS Executives delegation 
led by Dr. Sougata Ray, IIM, Kolkata will visit 
Houston from 7-9 September.

They will be briefed by Consul General Dr. Anupam 
Ray, GHP VP Horacio Licon and the IACCGH 
leadership. The executives will visit Rice University. 
Visits to the Shell Technology Center and Mahindra 
USA HQ are being arranged by the Chamber. The 
delegation will attend the IACCGH Gala.

USIBC DELEGATION FOR BILATERAL TRADE
WITH GUJARAT  SEPTEMBER 12
The US India Business Council is leading a 
delegation of business leaders to Houston to 
promote the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 
2017 and explore areas of business interest. 
Resident Commissioner of Gujarat, Shri Bharat 
Lal is leading the delegation. The visit will 
include b2b meetings and a luncheon cohosted 
by USIBC, FICCI and IACCGH.

GROW YOUR BUSINESS  SEPTEMBER 14
CONNECTING WITH LOCAL PARTNERS & 
RESOURCES
IACCGH is supporting a collaborative summit 
with several resource partners and economic 
agencies on “Grow your Business by Connecting 
with Local Partners and Local Resources.” Held 
at the Houston Community College, West Loop 
Campus, the summit will also shed light on 
new sources of capital - both Traditional and 
Non Traditional and will feature several lenders 
including IACCGH member Wallis State Bank 

INDUSTRY LEADERS PRESENT
INSIGHTS ON OIL & GAS MARKET  SEPTEMBER 14
IACCGH is supporting a series of seminars 
co-hosted by IITAGH and the Rice Indo American 
Business Club(RIABC) the first of which will 
address issues such as the lingering uncertainty 
in the oil and gas market, oil prices and 
demand. The panel will be moderated by Sundy 
Srinivasan at the Jones Business School (McNair 
Hall, Shell Auditorium). The seeds of the RIABC 
were planted at the 2014 IACCGH Gala when a 
group of Rice MBA students and faculty members 
were invited as guests of the Chamber.

WHITE HOUSE BUSINESS COUNCIL BRIEFING
ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE  SEPTEMBER 15
IACCGH, the Houston District Export Council 
and Business Forward are co-hosting a White 
House Business Council briefing on International 
Trade and Trans-Pacific Partnership with 
Mitchell Ferguson, Deputy Director for Bilateral 
Trade Affairs at the US Department of State. 
It will offer an opportunity to understand how 
international trade policies affect business and 
the Greater Houston area.

IACCGH Supports Community Events
The Chamber has been involved in a series of 
events throughout the year in support of their 
partners.

ASIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCHEON
WITH MAYOR SYLVESTER TURNER  MARCH 7
Board members participated in the Asian 
Chamber of Commerce Luncheon with Mayor 
Turner and supported it with the sponsorship of 
a table at the event.

UH C.T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION  APRIL 6
Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia made 
a presentation outlining the opportunities 
that India represented at the UH C.T Bauer 
College of Business Roundtable discussion with 
international Management students.

IACCGH BOOTH AT SUPER BOWL LI
BUSINESS CONNECT EXPO APRIL  7
The Chamber hosted a booth at the “Business 
Connect Expo”. President Joya Shukla, 
Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia and Juliette 
Lopez from Marketing and Communications 
represented the Chamber and interacted with 
attendees to understand how Chamber members 
could benefit from the Super Bowl.

IACCGH BOOTH AT UH VOLUNTEER FAIR  APRIL 7
The Chamber has always had a strong 
relationship with the C.T Bauer College of 
Business and its Dean Dr. Latha Ramchand. It 
took the relationship to a new level this year by 
connecting and engaging with the students of 
the College of Business by participating in a UH 
Volunteer Fair.

President Joya Shukla, Executive Director 
Jagdip Ahluwalia and Board member Narayan 
Bhargava conferred with the attendees at the 
Fair, and encouraged them to intern with the 
Chamber. They also connected with Raji Aiyer 
& Erin Sweeney to strengthen the Chamber’s 
relationship with the school and the Rockwell 
Career Center.

DIVERSITY SUMMIT  MAY 6
Supported by Shell and the leadership of 
former Shell Executive Cecil Fong, the Chinese 
Professionals Association has been hosting the 
Diversity Summit for over 16 years. The Chamber 
has supported the Summit for the last 10 years 
and is represented on the Steering Committee 
and the Awards Committee and has in the past 
brought in Indo Americans to co-chair the event. 
IACCGH sponsors a table at the summit lunch 
every year.

WOMEN’S BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ALLIANCE EXPO  
MAY 25
Sangeeta Karle, Preeth Khanna and intern Pooja 
Verma volunteered at the Chamber booth and 
had an opportunity to understand the benefits of 
being a certified Woman Owned Business

IACCGH SUPPORTS “SUCCESS IN THE US!”
FIRST-EVER IMMIGRANT ENTREPRENEUR 
CONFERENCE JUNE  18
The Chamber supported the first ever Immigrant 
Entrepreneur conference hosted by their new 
member - Immigrant Business Magazine. The 
Chamber introduced the organization to its sister 
Chambers and encouraged them to participate 
and support the event.

BUILDING BRIDGES
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HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

By Dr. Atul VArADhAchAry AnD JAgDip AhluwAliA
Special to HouSton BuSineSS Journal

All Houstonians were shocked by events 
in Mumbai, and people of Indian origin 
were especially comforted 
by the outpouring of sup-
port and sympathy.

Some view this Thanks-
giving weekend massacre 
as a wake-up call much 
like 9/11. New York and 
the World Trade Centers 
were important targets 
in the 9/11 outrage as a 
global commercial cen-
ter and a symbol of the 
world’s oldest democ-
racy.

Similarly, Mumbai is In-
dia’s commercial capital 
and the city epitomizes 
the openness, inclusive-
ness and the spirit of the 
world’s largest democracy. 
We cannot let this spirit be destroyed, oth-
erwise the terrorists win.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all 
of the people affected; all those whose 
family members were killed, wounded 
or held hostage. These have been dif-
ficult days for those of us with friends 
or family in Mumbai, but the outpour-
ing of love and support from the United 
States was overwhelming. But the an-
guish of those personally impacted by 
these events can only be amplified by 
a hit on commerce which is Mumbai’s 
and India’s lifeblood. In the past weeks, 
the indirect economic toll on Mumbai 
has been substantial.

December is a peak month for tour-
ism in India and, understandably, there 
has been a sharp drop in people wishing 
to travel to India. Similarly a number of 
trade conventions scheduled for Decem-
ber have been canceled and businesses 
in a broad range of industries are see-

ing an abrupt slowdown. The United 
States is India’s largest trading partner 
and Houston itself has extensive trade, 
commercial and educational linkages 
with India. This is driven in part by the 
100,000-plus population of Indo-Ameri-
cans in the greater Houston area and the 
360-plus Houston-based firms with op-
erations in India.

Harish Katharani is a board member 
of the Indo-American Chamber of Com-
merce, Greater Houston (IACCGH) and 
a founder of Southside group of compa-
nies. Katharani, who is based in Hous-
ton, has a medical billing and collection 
company in Mumbai serving physicians, 
emergency rooms and hospitals.

When the Mumbai incident hap-
pened, Southside employees in Mumbai 
kept working to keep serving their cus-
tomers in the state of Texas. Southside 
employees represent the true spirit of 
Mumbai.

Katharani does not feel threatened by 
the terrorists and the attacks have not 
changed his travel plans or his invest-
ment plans. His partner flies to Mumbai 
this week and he is himself planning a 
trip later this month. It is business lead-
ers like Katharani who represent the true 
resilience of the people of Mumbai.

The IACCGH is totally committed to 
respond to the terrorist attack by work-
ing toward enhancing bilateral trade 
between Houston and Mumbai even fur-
ther. The IACCGH joins local and world 
leaders in condemning this recent act of 
cowardice and is determined to build a 
recovery process as soon as possible.

In the wake of the recent killings, busi-
nesses from around the world including 
American companies may be tempted 
to suspend or pull back trade operations 
and visits to India. This will be giving in to 
the terrorists and giving them the victory 
they seek.

The IACCGH will be encouraging local 
businesses to join the chamber in the first 

week of January on a trade mission to 
Mumbai and Delhi to attend the fifth an-
nual Indo U.S. economic summit in Delhi 
on Jan 7-8, 2009.

Terrorism is a global scourge that 
threatens free societies everywhere. The 
United States and its allies have been 
repeatedly confronted by this threat. In-
dia has faced its own series of terrorist 
attacks, planned and coordinated from 
outside its borders, culminating in this 
latest outrage in Mumbai.

Mumbai may have been chosen for 
this attack for two reasons. As India’s 
commercial capital, Mumbai represents 
India’s economic growth and successes 
and as India’s most cosmopolitan city, it 
epitomizes India’s tolerant and multieth-
nic society. These are precisely the values 
which the terrorists would like to destroy 
and we must not let that happen.

Although we need to get to the bottom 
of this latest terrorist outrage, it is equal-
ly important that these attacks do not 
undermine India’s uniquely open society, 
its confidence in itself  or the economic 
vitality that is making India an important 
contributor to global growth — if not, the 
terrorists will have won.

The chamber is committed to facilitate 
the return to normalcy in the relations be-
tween two of the great democracies in the 
world and we will offer all of our capabili-
ties and relationships in both countries to 
make this happen.              n

Dr. Atul VArADhAchAry is president and JAgDip 
AhluwAliA is executive director of the indo-american 
chamber of commerce, Greater Houston.
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Business spirit of Mumbai survives attack 

Varadhachary

Ahluwalia

HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

Harris County Business Development  
Mission to India

APRIL 2008

Judge Emmett Announced Trade Delegation to India in 
April 2008 at the State of the County Address

“With the Port of Houston, the Texas Medical Center, and the headquarters 
for so many international companies located here,  Harris County is a 
major player on the global stage. While the City of Houston and the 
convention and visitors bureau have done much to raise the area’s pro le, 
Harris County is getting more directly involved. the first week of  April, my 
office, working with the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce, the 
Greater Houston Partnership, and organizations and companies in both 
countries, will sponsor a trade mission to Mumbai and Pune, India.” 

Greater Houston Partnership President Jeff Moseley, IACCGH Executive 
Director Jagdip Ahluwalia, Harris County Judge the Honorable Ed Emmett 
and IACCGH President Dr Atul Varadhachary at the State of the County 
annual address hosted by GHP. (Photo Courtesy of Greater Houston 
Partnership)
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HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

Breakfast Meeting In Honor of the Harris County Business Development 
Mission to India

The Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

(IACC) organized a Breakfast Meeting in 

honor of the visiting Harris County 

Business Development Mission to India 

2008 at The Taj President, Mumbai on April 

30, 2008.

The Harris County Delegation was led by 

Judge Ed Emmett and was supported by 

Harris County, Greater Houston 

Partnership, and Indo-American Chamber 

of Commerce of Greater Houston 

(IACCGH).

The Breakfast Meeting commenced with a 

welcome address from Mr R.K. Chopra, 

Secretary General, IACC, who highlighted 

the trends in Indo-US trade and the 

opportunity it presents. He expressed hope 

that more delegations like this are 

organized since they help build mutual 

partnership between Indian and American 

companies.Mr Hemant Sonawala in his 

speech welcomed the delegates from the 

Harris County and remembered the 

long-standing relationship that the 

businesses in the two countries share. 

Judge Emmett recalled his numerous visits 

to the state of Maharashtra and how 

meetings with businessmen here 

convinced him of the underlying 

commonality of the businesses in India & 

USA. He invited Indian businesses to Harris 

County and offered all help that they may 

need to conduct business there. Mr Jagdip 

Ahluwalia of the IACCGH mentioned the 

enthusiastic response he received from 

businesses in India for this delegation. 

Mr Jeff Moseley, President & CEO, Greater 

Houston Partnership deliberated on 

‘Opportunity Houston’. He noted that trade 

between India and Houston totaled more 

than $2.6 billion in 2007, placing India 

among Houston’s top 25 trading partners. 

He added that Houston also has the 

ninth-largest Asian population in the U.S., 

with the Indian community totaling 74,068. 

Also spoke on the occasion were Mr Jim 

Fonteno, commissioner, Port of Houston 

and Mr Sanjay Ram.

Members of the Chamber also utilized the 

breakfast meeting for one-on-one business 

meetings with the visiting business 

delegation. The representatives of Indian 

industries from all quarters were in full 

attendance for the breakfast meeting.

Mumbai, 30 April, 2008 - FICCI organized 

an Interactive Meeting with Trade Mission 

from Harris County and Houston USA, led 

by Mr. Edward M. Emett, Harris County 

Judge, in the city today. The trade mission is 

in India to promote business cooperation, 

investments and trade between India and 

Harris County, Houston.

Mr. Edward M. Emmett, Hon’ble Judge, 

Harris County, USA, said that Harris 

County, home to largest number of Fortune 

500 company Headquarters (Rank 4); 

provider of world class infrastructure 

including multi-modal transportation and 

distribution; innovation capital of the world 

in healthcare, nanotechnology and space 

research; and Energy Capital of the World 

having more than 400 chemical plants and 

petroleum refineries accounting for 40.5% 

of USA’s base petrochemicals manufactur-

ing capacity, was an ideal place for business 

investment and long term partnerships 

with India.

He saw great potential for growth of trade 

with India. It may be noted that Houston’s 

trade with India is over US$2.6 billion, both 

sea borne valued at US$1.8 billion, and air 

borne valued at over US$169.9 million. 

Major imports from India include mineral 

fuel, oils and waxes, articles of iron or steel, 

electrical machinery, equipment and parts, 

organic chemicals, iron and steel. Major 

exports to india include organic chemicals, 

industrial equipment and computers, 

plastics and plastic articles, mineral fuel, 

oils and waxes, iron and steel. 

Mr. Jeff Moseley, President and CEO, 

Greater Houston Partnership, USA, 

outlined Greater Houston Partnership’s 10 

year Strategic Plan to create 600,000 net 

regional jobs, attract $50 billion in capital 

investment and increase foreign trade by 

$120 billion for the greater Houston area.  

He sought long standing partnerships with 

Indian companies in Aerospace and 

aviation, Energy and Petrochemicals, 

Information Technology, Medical and 

Biotechnology and Nanotechnology.

Mr. Jim Fonteno, Port Commissioner, Port 

of Houston Authority, exhorted Indian 

shippers to take full advantage of the sea 

port facilities offered by Port of Houston 

Authority and benefit from Houston’s 

central location to serve the USA market.. 

He said POHA trade with India had 

increased significantly during the past five 

years, and both containerized cargos, as 

well as break-bulk cargos, are increasing at 

an impressive rate of growth. He further 

informed that between 2003 and 2007, 

container trade has 

increased nearly 

145% and break-bulk 

traded between India 

and POHA has grown 

almost 180%.

Earlier, in his 

welcome address, Mr. 

Dilip Dandekar, 

Chairman, FICCI-

MSC and Camlin Ltd., said that India was 

looking for investments and technologies in 

Energy, Biotechnology, Healthcare/

Medicine, Electronics, Information 

Technology, Food Processing and Metal 

Manufacturing from Houston and Harris 

County. He saw a lot of potential for 

cooperation in these areas. He was 

confident that bilateral trade between India 

and Houston which was worth US$2.5 

billion in 2007 would get a further impetus 

with the visit of the distinguished Houston 

Trade Mission.

Mr. Jagdip Ahluwalia, Executive Director, 

Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of 

Greater Houston, USA and the distin-

guished members of the Trade Mission 

representing various industrial sectors such 

as Pharma, Engineering, Construction and 

Environment also spoke at the meeting. 

Harris County, Houston Seeks Long Standing Business Partnerships 
with India

Judge Emmett at 
FICCI in Mumbai

HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

The Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce, Pune while playing host 
to a high powered business 
delegation from Greater Houston, 
Texas, celebrated its ‘Annual 
Fellowship Nite’ at the Le Meridien, 
Pune on 28th April 2008.

The delegation led by the Harris 
County Judge [CEO of the county] Ed 
Emmett and Greater Houston 
Partnership President Jeff Moseley 
was put together by the IACC, Greater 
Houston Executive Director Jagdip 
Ahluwalia and his colleagues. The 
delegation comprised of six 
industries from Houston representing 
diverse sectors such as energy, 
environment, engineering services, 
pharma etc. The Chamber was 
instrumental in setting up site visits 
and high level business meetings for 
the Delegation leaders with 
important members such as ‘Bharat 
Forge’, ‘Finolex’, ‘Suzlon’ etc. One-on-
one business meetings for the 
delegation members were, also, set 
up by the Chamber with Pune 
members. However, the ‘Annual 
Fellowship Nite’ offered all the Pune 
members, on one hand, the business 
opportunities with Greater Houston, 
US while a great networking 
opportunity on the other. Judge 
Emmett and President Moseley 
presented facts and invited the 
audience to make Harris county and 
Houston as their choice for business 
in  the US.

The Indo-American  
Chamber of Commerce Pune Branch  
Celebrates ‘Annual Fellowship Nite’  
at Hotel Le Meridien, Pune

Audience at the ‘Annual Fellowship Nite’ at the Le Meridien, Pune on 28th 
April 2008.

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett presenting memento to the guest of honour 
Michael Newbill, Consul, Economic & Political Affairs, US Consulate General, 
Mumbai. He is flanked by BMC Software President Pankaj Dhume and Greater 
Houston Partnership President Jeff Moseley.

Earlier, Mr.Ashutosh Parasnis, 
Chairman, Indo-American Chamber 
of Commerce, Pune explained the 
various initiatives the Chamber has 
taken during last few months in 
fulfilling its objectives of enabling 
SMEs for globalization, in his 
welcome address. He projected 
Chamber’s plans to expand its 
services to other cities of 
Maharashtra such as Ahmednagar, 
Nashik, Kolhapur etc.

The American Consulate General, 
Mumbai obliged the Chamber with 
the presence of guest of Honour 
Michael Newbill, Consul, Economic 
& Political Affairs. Earlier in the day 
he paid visit to ‘Suzlon Energy’s 
facilities in Pune.

The event was sponsored by the City 
Bank and the IACC, Greater Houston. 
The participants included Pune 
business leaders such as John Deere, 
Finolex, American Axles, Compulink, 
Neilsoft, Sungard, Tata Autocomp etc.

Harris County Judge 
Ed Emmett led an 
IACCGH delegation 
to India in 2008. 
Accompanied by GHP 
President Jeff Moseley, 
Port Commissioner 
Jim Fonteno and 
IACCGH leadership, 
the Judge met with and 
encouraged leaders 
of Indian industry in 
Mumbai and Pune 
to consider Harris 
County as a destination 
for investment and 
expansion.

Harris County Delegation

The seeds sown by the 
2008 delegation resulted in 
Mahindra USA, Inc. (MUSA) 
choosing Harris County to 
expand their US presence 
as part of the US $ 14.4 
billion Mahindra Group’s 
Automotive and Farm Sector.   
“On behalf of Mahindra 
USA, I would personally 
like to thank the Honorable 
Judge Ed Emmett and the 
Indo- American Chamber 
of Commerce, for their 
guidance, wisdom and 
support in helping bring 
Harris County to the 
forefront of international 
trade and more specifically, 
for helping Mahindra USA 
set the stage for Our Rise 
to the Future. Thank you.” 
MANI IYER

Translates to Inbound Investment
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2003 2004 2005 2007

20142013 2015 2016
Trade Delegation
to India

Distinguished Lecture
with Bob Patel “Leading 
in Times of Uncertainty”

National Journal’s
“The Next America”
panel discussion

Women 
Mean 
Business

Power Breakfast
Mayor Pro Tem 
Ed Gonzalez

“Clearing the Cloud”
for Small Businesses

Dr. Michael Clark,
Executive Director of U.S.–
India Business Council
Mr. John Richter,
Regional Director Ex-Im Bank

Dr. Najma Heptullah
Deputy Chair, India’s Upper 
House of Parliament on 
Democracy and Globalization

P. Chidambaram
India’s former Cabinet 
Finance Minister
Partnering with India – the 
Emerging Economic Power

IACCGH facilitates 
Continental Airlines 
Launch of Non-Stop Newark 
– New Delhi flights

Small Business 
Outreach
at the Meenakshi 
Temple

1999 2000 20022001

2009

2008

Women in 
Leadership

Marketing, PR and 
Financing Seminars
Small Businesses

20112010
Hillcroft-Harwin –
Drainage and Security 
Issues

Young Professionals 
& Women’s 
Mentoring Circle

First business luncheon 
Tata Consulting Services 
& Birla Consultancy 
(Aditya Birla Group)

Ambassador
Frank Wisner
keynotes Gala 2002 & 
invites IACCGH to  
USIBC AGM

Paul Frison
CEO Houston  
Technology Center  
on Entrepreneurship

Houston Mayor
Lee Brown
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Finally, we have invested significant  
effort in developing effective working 
connections with the Indian American 
community in the United States, 
particularly that large section of the 
community that share our passion for 
India and our commitment to developing 
a human bridge to India through 
commerce. Organizations like the Indian 
American Chamber of Greater Houston 
have a vital role to play in both countries, 
and we will continue to form alliances 
whenever and wherever we find common 
interests and opportunities. frank wisner
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2009

Dr. John Mendelsohn
President
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Drayton McLane, Jr
Chairman
McLane Group

Phil Wilson
Texas Secretary  
of State

2007

2013

2007

2014 2015 2016

2008

Annise Parker
Mayor - City of Houston

Diane Farrell
Vice President

US India Business Council

Dr. Mukesh Aghi
President
US India Business Council

Dr. Anupam Ray
Consul General of India 

Nandita Berry
Texas Secretary  
of State

Jim Edmonds
Chairman
Port of Houston Authority

Dan Wolterman
President & CEO
Memorial Hermann

Chip Carlisle
President
Wells Fargo

John Hofmeister
President
Shell USA

2005 2007

2010 20112010 2012

2006

Dr. Renu Khator
Chancellor
University of Houston

Ed Daniels
President & CEO, CRI/
Criterion Inc
Shell Global Solutions

Dr. David Leebron
President, Rice University

Bob Beauchamp
President & CEO
BMC Software

Rajiv L Gupta
Chairman & CEO
Rohm and Hass

Jim Kollaer
President
Greater Houston 
Partnership

Y
E

A
R

S
 

O
F

 A
C

T
IO

N
I N D O-A M E R I C A N
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF GREATER HOUSTON

2007

Judge Ed Emmett
Harris County Judge

Larry Kellner
CEO
Continental Airlines
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2004 2006 2006 2006

Dr. Atul Varadhachary
IACCGH President speaks 
at “Doing Business with 
the most extraordinary 
– India” Fulbright and 
Jaworski LLP Conference

IACCGH presents at 
International Association 
of Ports and Harbors 
Conference

Alliance delegation 
to New Delhi

IACCGH and IITAGH 
host Ashok Rao
on” Movie Making”

2014 2015 20162013
Alliance with HCC
Small Business 
Outreach

Diversity Summit 
& Houston General 
Plan IACCGH on 
Steering Committee

MOU
between GHP, IACC-
India and IACCGH

Supply Diversity 
Summit

Innovation & 
Incubation
IIT Madras

Richard A. Huebner 
Executive Director, HMBC
Partnering with HTC
Certification and Making It Work For You!

Energy Advisory
Group formed

India’s emerging role 
in the new
Global Economy
Summit with GHP

2002 2002 20042003

20092007
Indian Lawyers 
Association joint event

2010 2012
We Are Hiring
Professionals –
Joint Chambers Event

John Beddow
Houston Business Journal 
Celebrate Enterprise
All Chamber Meet

American Recovery Act
Business Opportunities 
Seminar

Ambassador to Kuwait
H.E. Swashpawan Singh
Partnership with Asia Society

Richard A. Huebner 
IACCGH helps consolidate 
a local alliance of 
Chambers and Economic 
Development Agencies

MOU
IACCGH signs MOU 
with IACC India

National Alliance 
With Atlanta, Dallas, 
Houston and Tampa 
Chambers 
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MOU
MOU with US India Business
Council, Washington DC
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2004 2005

2012

2006

2014 2015 2016

2008

Small Business  
Outreach Expo
at India House

Consul General
P. Harish 
Welcome Reception

H.E. Dr. S. Jaishankar 
Indian Ambassador
to the US

Houston Chief of Police
Charles McClelland

Dr. Renu Khator
Chair, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas

Consul General 
Skand R. Tayal
Farewell 
Reception

Fareed Zakaria
Book Signing – Brazos 
Bookstore with Asia 
Society

White House Diwali 
Celebration

CenterPoint Energy 
Doing Business with 
Community

1999 2000 2003

2008
Consul General
S.M. Gavai 
Farewell Reception

20102009 2011

The Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston invites you to the

NETWORKING RECEPTION FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
AT "THE VENUE"

Place:
"The Venue" Front Bar Room, 723 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77002 

Date:
Thursday September 8th, 2011 

Time:
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

First Drink & Appetizers and door prize courtesy of "The Venue" 
Cash Bar: Happy Hour Prices 

Please RSVP to rsvp@iaccgh.com and copy in almamach@aol.com by Wednesday August 
31, 2011

   

S. Mona Parikh JagdipAhluwalia
President, IACCGH Executive Director, IACCGH

The Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston invites you to the

NETWORKING RECEPTION FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

AT THE HOT NEW SPOT IN TOWN!

Place: White Oak Kitchen+ Drinks, Westin Oaks, 5011 Westheimer, Houston, Texas

Date:  Tuesday May 24th, 2011

Time:  6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Cash Bar: Happy Hour Prices

Appetizers and door prize courtesy of IACCGH.

Please RSVP to rsvp@iaccgh.com and copy in almamach@aol.com by Friday, May 20th2011.

S. Mona Parikh                    
              Jagdip Ahluwalia

                  P
resident, IACCGH                    

        Executive Director, IACCGH

Prudential  hosted networking events for young 
professionals and talked to them about opportunities 
with their company.  Prudential invites young professionals, 
recent retirees or anyone seeking a career in fi nancial 
services to  contact Ramesh.raj@prudential.com at the 
Houston based “Prudential Greater Texas Agency”.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORKING EVENTS

2001

Employment 
Law Seminar

Young Professionals 
Networking Events 

Sheriff Adrian Garcia
Community Outreach

H.E. Meera Shankar
Ambassador to the US
at Community &  
Business Meeting

Consul General 
Rinzing Wangdi
helps Community come 
together to form IACCGH

Lalita Gupte 
IACCGH Hosts ICICI’s 
Joint Managing Director

Gujarat  
Earthquake Relief 
IACCGH Leadership 
in Washington DC

Consul General 
Rinzing Wangdi
Farewell Reception

T. N. Seshan
India’s Chief Election 
Commissioner
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Harris County, Port of 
Houston and GHP
trade mission to India

2006

2013

2007 2008

2014 2015 2016

2009

Minister of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas
Dr. M.V Moily and GAIL, 
CMD B.C. Tripathi

IACC-Pune
Annual video  
conference meeting

White House
Asia Pacific Economic 
forum

Ongoing annual 
interaction with
inbound Mexican 
Business Delegation

Roundtable discussion
Minister of Oil and 
Natural Gas Dharmendra 
Pradhan and the Indian 
delegation

CII
Inbound Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) 
Delegation

Indo - US
Economic Summit
New Delhi

GHP, Port of Houston & 
Houston Airport System
delegation to India

S.K. Shinde
IACCGH and USIBC host 
Indian Union Power 
Minister

2000 2003 2005

2010 20112011 2012

2004

Commercializing Space
Business opportunities  
with India’s NASA - ISRO

Dr. Shiv Sarin
Chairman, Medical Council of India
Healthcare Opportunities 
in India for Institutions & 
Entrepreneurs

Suresh Kumar
Assistant Secretary — Trade 
Promotion & DG US Foreign 
Commercial Service

Doing Business 
with India 
Summit

India Trade Promotion 
Organization
Inbound software  
delegation

Norman Minetta 
U.S Transportation Secretary 
Inbound Infrastructure 
delegation - meetings with 
Port of Houston Authority, 
Houston Airport System

IACCGH led delegation 
meets Union Minister for 
Commerce and Industry 
Kamal Nath

IACCGH signs MOU
with US India Business 
Council at their Annual 
Meeting in Washington DC

Sanjay Ramabhadran
& Vivek Menon
1st US- India infrastructure 
Seminar in New Delhi & 
host inbound infrastructure 
delegation from India

Som Mittal
Keynote - NASSCOM
Business Process 
Outsourcing Summit
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EmpowEring Education and EnErgy indo-amErican chambEr of commErcE of grEatEr houston14th annual gala

The iaccGH “Women in Leadership” events sponsored by Shell combine the effective 

tools of mentoring, dialogue and group support and communications. The use of 

these tools at the events are part of the chamber’s initiative offering emerging women  

leaders a platform to share, learn and celebrate their success.

On June 28, iaccGH hosted a women in leadership series “Mentoring circle” led by 

Francene young, Vice president Shell US at the HeSS club. iaccGH president elect, Sanjay 

ramabhadran welcomed the guests on behalf of the chamber and program chair and 

iaccGH Secretary, Joya Shukla talked about the chamber and the program and invited 

past president Madhukar prasad to facilitate the dialogue with Ms young. The chamber 

presented Francene young a memento in appreciation of her years of support of the 

chamber and her personal involvement in mentoring and the ‘Women in Leadership’ series. 

Lunch was followed by the women in the group moving into the mentoring circle and 

Francene young led the dialogue with her personal leadership journey and teachable points. 

This was followed by a strategic dialogue about leadership opportunities & challenges  

in which all the attendees participated. Finally, there were breakout sessions to reflect  

and capture leanings.

iaccGH SHeLL WOMen in LeaDerSHip 
MenTOrinG circLe 2013 juNe

‘Women in Leadership’ is a great networking event. a learning 

from other women’s experiences who are in the business world 

and are dealing with a lot of issues and yet come out with the 

best practical solutions. it’s amazing. pOOnaM TULSiani 

i expect this event to be the “Jewel” opportunity. The crown  

of women in leadership series. pUSHpaLaTHa SHenOy

able to network and listen to the great women leader  

Francene young. SUDini paDMaSin

61

WHaT OUr aTTenDeeS SaiD

enjoyed joining the “women in Leadership” session with 

Francene young and other women business leaders, it was a 

wonderful experience and a great networking opportunity. 

SriMaTH kUMar 

an excellent forum to network with like-minded women. 

rakSHiTa JaGTap

 

a learning and an interactive session with women outside 

Shell with whom we do not get chance to interact with. 

paTTy WOLFe

Thank you iaccGH for starting this discussion series on 

empowered women. an event which was informative and 

provided a great networking opportunity for women in the 

business. kancHan kaBaD

 

attending this great event gives a great learning and 

confidence to know other women and marvel the way they 

deal with the issues at the work place. Vini GUpTa

expected to hear how women gets into leadership role 

but to my surprise i learnt so much more than that. it was 

superb. SHieLa DUBey

 

i am really beginning to enjoy these sessions a lot. each time 

i have learnt something special and important. Do not intend 

to miss any such event on this panel. raTHna kUMar

EmpowEring Education and EnErgy indo-amErican chambEr of commErcE of grEatEr houston14th annual gala

The iaccGH “Women in Leadership” events sponsored by Shell combine the effective 

tools of mentoring, dialogue and group support and communications. The use of 

these tools at the events are part of the chamber’s initiative offering emerging women  

leaders a platform to share, learn and celebrate their success.

On June 28, iaccGH hosted a women in leadership series “Mentoring circle” led by 

Francene young, Vice president Shell US at the HeSS club. iaccGH president elect, Sanjay 

ramabhadran welcomed the guests on behalf of the chamber and program chair and 

iaccGH Secretary, Joya Shukla talked about the chamber and the program and invited 

past president Madhukar prasad to facilitate the dialogue with Ms young. The chamber 

presented Francene young a memento in appreciation of her years of support of the 

chamber and her personal involvement in mentoring and the ‘Women in Leadership’ series. 

Lunch was followed by the women in the group moving into the mentoring circle and 

Francene young led the dialogue with her personal leadership journey and teachable points. 

This was followed by a strategic dialogue about leadership opportunities & challenges  

in which all the attendees participated. Finally, there were breakout sessions to reflect  

and capture leanings.

iaccGH SHeLL WOMen in LeaDerSHip 
MenTOrinG circLe 2013 juNe

‘Women in Leadership’ is a great networking event. a learning 

from other women’s experiences who are in the business world 

and are dealing with a lot of issues and yet come out with the 

best practical solutions. it’s amazing. pOOnaM TULSiani 

i expect this event to be the “Jewel” opportunity. The crown  

of women in leadership series. pUSHpaLaTHa SHenOy

able to network and listen to the great women leader  

Francene young. SUDini paDMaSin
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enjoyed joining the “women in Leadership” session with 

Francene young and other women business leaders, it was a 

wonderful experience and a great networking opportunity. 

SriMaTH kUMar 

an excellent forum to network with like-minded women. 

rakSHiTa JaGTap

 

a learning and an interactive session with women outside 

Shell with whom we do not get chance to interact with. 

paTTy WOLFe

Thank you iaccGH for starting this discussion series on 

empowered women. an event which was informative and 

provided a great networking opportunity for women in the 

business. kancHan kaBaD

 

attending this great event gives a great learning and 

confidence to know other women and marvel the way they 

deal with the issues at the work place. Vini GUpTa

expected to hear how women gets into leadership role 

but to my surprise i learnt so much more than that. it was 

superb. SHieLa DUBey

 

i am really beginning to enjoy these sessions a lot. each time 

i have learnt something special and important. Do not intend 

to miss any such event on this panel. raTHna kUMar
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Women Mean Business   
February 24
AN EVENING WITH CELEBRATED NOVELIST CHITRA DIVAKARUNI &  
HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRUSTEE NEETA SANE
The aim of events such as the Women Mean Business (WMB) Series is to 
help women “cultivate the strategies and tools” that can empower them 
and enable them to meet other successful women – a resource that could 
be inspirational and unlock opportunities.

President Elect Joya Shukla credited Asha Dhume for initiating this series 
at IACCGH and emphasized the fact that when successful women “share 
the journey of their lives, it allows others to take back pearls of wisdom” 
that could change their life for the better. Introducing Neeta Sane as “one 
of Houston’s top 50 Influential Women and Chitra as “an internationally 
renowned writer”, Joya invited them to address the gathering.

When Neeta Sane took the oath of citizenship in 2005 and raised her 
right hand, she felt an “inner voice” that compelled her to give back to 
the community that had given her so much. Despite her inexperience in 
politics, she ran for public office in 2007 with the simple goal to make a 
positive difference in people’s lives and her successful run strengthened 
her belief  
that “passion and heart can take you wherever you want to go.”

Chitra never thought she would be a writer but “immigration made her 
one”. Her imagination and keen observation of the transformation that 
America brings about in Indians and their relationship with each other 
provided the fodder for her stories. It also struck a chord with her readers 
making her one of the most popular Indo-American writers today. 

Sharing some insights learnt during her writing journey and citing examples 
that brought her to these realizations, Chitra observed that if, “you are 
passionate about something and work at it, you get better at it and if 
something is really important, you will find a way and the time for it.”
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Proud sponsors of the 
Distinguished Lecture Series

Left Page
Bottom: Attendees at the Women 
Mean Business event

Right Page
Top Right: Keynote Speakers 
Neeta Sane and Chitra Divakaruni 

Center Left:
L to R: Ashok Garg, HCC Trustee 
Neeta Sane, Kelly Showalter, 
Rachna Wood, Joya Shukla

Center right: University of 
St.Thomas Dean Beena George 
with Chitra Divakaruni

Bottom: Keynote Speakers, Neeta 
Sane and Chitra Divakaruni with 
members of Shell
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Women Mentoring Circle

Leadership Life lessons

Responding to the needs of our women members, IACCGH launched the Women 
Mean Business Series. One of our most well attended events, the Series has 
featured speakers like Mrs. Nandita Harish, wife of Houston’s Consul General  
of India, Malisha Patel, COO of Memorial Hermann Hospital, Sugar Land 
and Asha Dhume, President of Club 24 Plus. Sharing their life’s lessons and 
journeys, these incredible women inspire, encourage and motivate.

Women Mean Business
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2004

Vijay Amritraj
Keynote Speaker

Dr. John Mendelsohn
Special Guest

2012
Ambassador
H.E. Arun K Singh 
Chief Guest
Jim Compton
Keynote Speaker

2013 2014 2015 2016
US Senator 
John Cornyn
Keynote Speaker 

Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett
Chief Guest

US Ambassador to India 
Honorable
Richard R. Verma
Keynote Speaker

President, Shell USA
Bruce Culpepper
Keynote Speaker

Consul General
Honorable P. Harish
Keynote Speaker 

Robert E Beauchamp
Keynote Speaker

2005 2006 2007

Shashi Tharoor
Chief Guest

Ambassador
H.E. Ronen Sen
Chief Guest

Paul Hamilton
Keynote Speaker

US Senator
John Cornyn

Ambassador
H.E. Ronen Sen
Chief Guest

Congressman
Tom Delay

Houston Mayor
Bill White
Keynote Speaker

20012000 2002 2003

Ambassador
H.E. Lalit Mansingh
Chief Guest

Michael Capellas, 
CEO & President, Compaq
Keynote Speaker

Ambassador
H.E. Naresh Chandra
Chief Guest

Shatrughan Sinha
Chief Guest

Dr. Katy Dinshaw
President TMC, Mumbai
Special Guest

Ambassador 
H.E. Lalit Mansingh
Chief Guest &  
Keynote Speaker

2008 2009
Jason Few
Reliant Energy
Keynote Speaker

20112010
Ambassador
H.E. Nirupama Rao 
Chief Guest
Keynote Speaker

Consul General
Sanjiv Arora
Chief Guest

Consul General
S.M. Gavai
Chief Guest

Judge Ed Emmett
Keynote Speaker
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Honorable Chief Guests and Keynote Speakers
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2010 20122011

20052005 2006

Dr. Suresh Khator
International Educator of the Year
H-E-B
Corporate Citizen of the Year
R.K.Chopra
International Business Advocate of the Year
Dr. Harminder S. Chana
Community Service
Vijay Dhingra
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Pushpa Shenoy
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Charlie Yalamanchili
Entrepreneur of the Year
Amit Bhandari
Entrepreneur of the Year
Manish Jain
Golf Tournament Support Recognition

Sanjaya Sood
Outstanding Business Person of the Year
Sanjay Ramabhadran 
Outstanding Young Business Person  
  of the Year
Juuhi Ahuja
Outstanding Young Business Woman  
  of the Year

Special Awards
Ed Daniels
Executive VP, Shell Global Solutions 
Downstream
Francene Young
VP – Upstream Americas
Talent Development and US Diversity
Ashok Mago
Founding Chairman of the Greater 
Dallas IACC

Awards for Championing  
Minority & Supplier Diversity
Richard Huebner
Houston Minority Business 
Council
Phyllis Graham
Continental Airlines
Penny White
United Space Alliance
Linda Holloway
Halliburton
Claretta Strickland
Hewlett Packard
J. Goodwille Pierre
Chairman, Government 
Procurement Connections
Phillip Yelder
Co-Chair, Government 
Procurement Connections
Rodney E. Nathan
BMC Software
Gilda Ramirez
Port of Houston Authority

Paul Likari
Entrepreneur of the Year
Yogi Patel
Community Service

Hemant Goradia
Jugal Malani
Bob Beauchamp
Govind Agrawal
Brij Agrawal
Dilip Bhargava
Samuel and Omana Abraham
Pershant and Nidhika Mehta
Excellence Awards for Business 
Accomplishments

Swatantra Jain
Community Leadership
Avinash Ahuja
Community Service

Dinesh Shah
Entrepreneur of the Year
Jaspreet Pal
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Krishna Vavilala
Community Service

Y
E

A
R

S
 

O
F 

A
W

A
R

D
S
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And the honor goes to... 

2007 2008 2009

2013 2014 2015 2016

Indira Vishnampet
Woman Entrepreneur
Mahesh Shah
Entrepreneur of the Year
Rajen Radhakrishnan
Entrepreneur of the Year
Rob Maharaj
Young Entrepreneur
Vijay Pallod
Community Service

Special Award
Sunita Williams
Astronaut

Pallavi & Pinakin Dinesh
Entrepreneurs of the Year
Dr. Devinder Bhatia
Pioneer Award - Healthcare
Sonal Bhuchar
Pioneer Award - Education
Judge Ravi K. Sandill
Pioneer Award - Public Service

GAIL (India) Ltd.
& partners:
Carrizo Oil & Gas, Inc.
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
Dominion Cove Point LNG
Energy Pioneer Award

Mani Iyer
Mahindra USA
Inbound Investment Award
Umesh Verma
Blue Lance
Entrepreneurship Award
Dr. Manish Rungta
India House
Community Service Award 
Asif Dakri
Wallis State Bank
Business Advocate Award

Marvin Odum 
Richard Huebner
Dr. John Mendelsohn
Lifetime Achievement Awards

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel
Business Leader of the Year

Revati Puranik
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year

Abeezar Tyebji
Entrepreneur of the Year

Malisha Patel
Young Professional of the Year

Atul Vir
Entrepreneur of the Year
Dr. Yasmin Wadia 
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Vibhu Sharma
Young Entrepreneur 
Bangar Reddy
Community Service

Special Awards
Judge Ed Emmett
Mayor Bill White
Robert R. Curl, Jr.
Nobel Laureate

Pioneer Awards
Tom Abraham
Ramesh Bhutada
Meena Datt
Chitra Divakaruni
Rajiv Gadgil
Vijay Goradia
Sushma Grover
Roger Israni &  
  Haku Israni
Dr. Renu Khator
Gopal Savjani

Special Awards
Paul Hamilton
Shell Global Solutions (US) Inc.
Jim Compton &  
  Monisa Cline
Continental Airlines

Ash Shah
International Business Person of the Year
Dean Latha Ramchand
Educator of the Year
Dhiren Shethia
Business Person of the Year
Gaurav Khandelwal
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Jagdip Ahluwalia
Outstanding Contributions to IACCGH  
  since its Inception
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Joint seminar with
Indian Doctors 
Association
featuring American  
Cancer Society

2014

2004

2013 2015 2016

2005 2006 2007

IACCGH hosts
annual reception
for visiting doctors
from India

Michael Covert
President & CEO
CHI St.Luke’s Health

Making Cancer History 
in Texas, the nation and 
the world
Dr. Ronald DePinho

Impact of Affordable 
Healthcare Act
on Employers and 
Employees

Dr Lorenzo Cohen
MDACC talks about Yoga 
and Cancer Treatment

Dr. Katy Dinshaw
Tata Memorial Center 
(TMC) Director visits 
Houston

Launch of Annual 
Reception for
Indian doctors visiting 
MD Anderson

Memorial 
Hermann Life 
Flight Focus

Investment 
Opportunities in
Healthcare

artwork provided. please do not recreate.
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Design Magger : Gargi Sharma
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2001 2003

2008 20112009 2012

2002

Healthcare  
Reform Legislation
Dan Wolterman, CEO 
Memorial Hermann

Dr. R.A. Badwe 
IACCGH hosts Director, 
Tata Memorial Center

Business of Medicine
St. Luke’s continues

MD Anderson
explores alliance with
AIIMS and Tata

MOU signed
Tata Memorial Mumbai
& MD Anderson

IACCGH Advisor
Dr. John Mendelsohn
meets Infosys’s Narayan 
Murthy & NASSCOM’s
Som Mittal, Bangalore

Govind Agrawal
sponsors MDACC 
Doctors trip to India
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2003

Business of Medicine
Series launched
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2005-062004-05

Somesh SinghDr. Randhir Sinha

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2006 2006-07

Pankaj DhumeAjit Thakur Ashok Garg Joya ShuklaSanjay Ramabhadran 

H.P. Bhagat Subroto Mukerji

2003-042001-021999-2001

Ashoke NathDr. Durga Agrawal Deepa Thakur

2007-08 2010-112008-09 2011

2002-03

S. Mona ParikhMadhukar PrasadBrij KathuriaDr. Atul Varadhachary

Ashok Shah

We thank our Presidents for their 
service and continued support

Building Blocks on which your Chamber stands
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Alliance of Indo-American Chambers
ALABAMA INDIA 
Business Partnerships (AIBP)
1500 1st Ave North, Unit 62
Birmingham, AL 35203
Phone: (205) 980-7665
apa@aibp.us
www.aibp.us/index/php

US-INDIA BUSINESS FORUM OF 
FLORIDA
1625 Eagle Bend,
Weston, FL 33327
Phone: (305) 362-0333

INDO-US CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF NORTH EAST 
FLORIDA
P.O. Box 550900,
Jacksonville, FL 32255
Phone: (904) 699-1526
president@indous-nefl.com
http://www.indousnefl.info

THE INDIA- US CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE, INC. SOUTH 
FLORIDA
3801 NE 207 Street, Suite 1102 
Aventura, Florida 33180
Phone: (305) 931.8257
indousa@bellsouth.net
http://indousasfl.com/

INDO-US CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF TAMPA, FL
P.O. Box 20232 
Tampa, FL 33622-0232
Phone: (813) 358-8384
info@indo-us.org
http://www.indo-us.org/

INDIAN AMERICAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE- ORLANDO 
670 N. Orlando Ave, Ste 1003,
Maitland, FL 32751
Phone: (407) 391-5151
info@iaccorlando.com
http://www.iaccorlando.com

GEORGIA INDO-AMERICAN 
CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE (GIACC)
7742 Spalding Dr. # 209
Norcross, GA 30092
Phone: (678) 230-3283
info@giacc.org
http://www.giacc.org/

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE OF OKLAHOMA
5801 East 41st St. Suite 603 
Tulsa OK
Phone: (918) 260-5286
contactus@iaccok.org
http://www.iaccok.org/

INDIA-US CHAMBER OF OKC 
India-US Chamber
P.O Box 3693
Edmond OK 73083
Phone: (405) 326-3467
connect@indiaokcchamber.com
http://www.indiaokcchamber.
com/

US INDIA CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE DFW (GREATER DALLAS 
INDO AMERICAN CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE)
Chamber of Commerce
5930 LBJ Freeway, Suite 310 
Dallas, TX 75240
Phone: (214) 346-9559 
info@usicoc.org
http://www.usicoc.org/

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE  OF GREATER 
HOUSTON
One Riverway, Suite 1700, 
Houston, TX 77056
Phone: (713) 624-7131
info@iaccgh.com
www.iaccgh.com

Our Resource Partners
We are proud of our network of resource partners. 
Together we continue towards our common goal 
of creating local jobs by helping start and grow 
small and medium businesses and encouraging 
inbound investment from India. 

Ingrid Robinson
President, Houston Minority 
Supplier Development Council

Mark Praigg
Business Advisor
Houston MBDA Business Center

Chris Bilton
Director
Houston MBDA Business Center

Sandra A. Louvier 
Director, Center for 
Entrepreneurship

Tim Jeffcoat
District Director, US Small 
Business Administration

April Day
Women’s Business Enterprise 
Alliance

Milton Thibodeaux
Greater Houston Business 
Procurement Forum

Raj Mashruwalla
SCORE

Carlecia D. Wright
Director, City of Houston Mayor’s 
Office of Business Opportunity

Roberta Skebo
Director, Business Consulting 
- Houston Center, from 
University of Houston Small 
Business Development Center

Steve Recobs
Director
US Export Assistance Center

Cleveland Baker  
Greater Houston Business 
Procurement Forum

Liz Lara Carreno
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses
Outreach Program Director  
& National Faculty

SivA Yenneti
Director Sales & Marketing
iTVibes Inc.

Pedro Garcia
Manager, Small Business Outreach, 
from Port of Houston Authority Small 
Business Development

J. Goodwille Pierre
Past Chair, GPC

Daisy Morales
Community Health Choice, Inc.
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ELECTRIC KARMA

ELECTRIC KARMA
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

281.705.9929
1.855.690.2677

www.electric-karma.com
info@electric-karma.com

Exquisite style, world-
class service, and 

flawless execution are 
defining characteristics 
of the Electric Karma 

Experience. The 
renowned event 

planning company 
specializes in Indian 
and fusion weddings 

throughout the 
United States and 

internationally. 

Call today begin  
your experience!

DATE IACCGH 2016 EVENTS CALENDAR

January 20 2016 Inaugural Kickoff Reception “Networking Works” Honoring  Dan Snare, President of American 
Leadership Forum and John Beddow, Former Publisher for the Houston Business Journal 

February 10 IACCGH Shell Distinguished Lecture Dr. Renu Khator, Chairwoman, Dallas Federal Reserve

February 28 Tax Laws Seminar Chaired by Swapan Dhairyawan, CPA & Moderated by Ajit Thakur, CPA

March 3 IACCGH supports Asian Chamber of Commerce Welcome Luncheon for Mayor Sylvester Turner 

March 10 IACCGH supports Global Connections: A Spotlight on India

March 19 Community Farewell Reception Consul General P. Harish

March 29 IACCGH participates in UH Volunteer Fair 

April 6 IACCGH at UH International Students Roundtable-Bauer College of Business

April 7 Super Bowl LI Business Connect Expo

April 25 Shell Women Mean Business Indrani Goradia & April Day 

April 26 Joint event with Turkish American Chamber of Commerce and IACCGH Small Business Outreach
Tim Jeffcoat, District Director SBA 

May 4 IACCGH Shell Distinguished Lecture Bob Patel CEO of LyondellBasell

May 10 Power Dialogue Houston City Controller Chris Brown

May 16 IACCGH Shell Distinguished Lecture Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray

May 25 IACCGH Booth at WBEA Expo

June 12 Community Welcome Reception Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray

June 18 IACCGH supports Immigrant Business Conference 

July 13 IACCGH supports Texas Governors Office’s Inbound Mexican Delegation

July 27 Power Dialogue Harris County Judge Ed Emmett

July 27 LinkedIn Workshop Siva Yenneti-ITVibes Inc.

August 9 IACCGH Asia Society Joint Event Joseph Emmett

August 9 ABC Channel 13 Tour

August 17 Next Gen Networking

August 17 Advisors Reception Honoring Consul General Dr Anupam Ray

August 23 Supply Diversity Seminar

August 30 Business of Medicine Michael Covert, President CHI, St. Luke’s Healthcare

September 9 IACCGH 17th Annual Gala Keynote Speaker Bruce Culpepper, President of Shell USA 

September 14 Grow your Business Connecting Local Partners & Resources. A collaborative summit by the Asian 
Chamber, LGBT Chamber, Indo-American Chamber, MBDA, SBA, SBDC, SCORE, Urban League & HCC

October 6 “State of the Airline Industry” featuring Dave Hilfman, Senior Vice President of Worldwide Sales at United 
Continental Holdings, Inc.

October 26 IACCGH booth at HMSDC Expo

October 28 IACCGH supports DEC Export University focus on India

TBA Women in Medicine Janice Lamy, Division Vice President, Marketing & Communications,CHI Texas Division 
Indira Vishnampet, Senior Vice President, Enterprise Information Management at Xtivia

TBA Innovation BAHEP meeting & Behind the Scenes tour of NASA
led by Dr.Kamlesh Lulla

One Riverway, Suite #1700, Houston, TX 77056 | T: 713-624-7131  |  E: info@iaccgh.com  |  IACCGH.COM

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF GREATER HOUSTON
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EDUCATE. CONNECT. GROW  

Each year the City of Houston awards millions of dollars to  
Small, Minority, Women and Disadvantaged Enterprises.  

The City wants you to be a part of future wards.  

Become Certified Today!  

 
The City of Houston’s Office of Business Opportunity extends best 

wishes to the IACCGH on the occasion of their 17th Annual Gala 
 

 
 

For more information, visit www.houstontx.gov/obo or call 832.393.0600 
 

 

 

 

 
The Office of Business Opportunity is committed to creating a competitive and diverse business environment in the City of Houston by promoting 
the growth and success of local small businesses, with special emphasis on historically underutilized groups by ensuring thei r meaningful        
participation in the government procurement process.  

@HoustonOBO Facebook.com/houstonobo 
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Pa l  Pa l  Ke  Gee t
MAL MAL SE GEET

Ka l  Ke  Gee t
AAJ KE GEET

Saturday and Sunday from 2 pm - 6 pm on AM 1320 KXYZ  | Streams live on www.shobajoshi.com
For advertisement please contact Shoba Joshi at 832-878-4338

Saturday and Sunday 2 pm - 6 pm on AM 1320 KXYZ

Talk shows, Interviews, Community Events,  
Hiren Joshi’s Hollywood- Bollywood crossover 
news on Sundays and much more....

Stay Tuned for Shoba Joshi’s Geetanjali Radio

Expo
W E L L N E S S

Empowering families to live  
healthy lives through education

SEPTEMBER 17, 2016
10 AM -  4 PM •  STAFFORD CENTRE

10505 Cash Rd, Stafford, TX 77477

FREE PARKING

FREE ADMISSION

FAMILY
KIDS 
SENIORS 
WOMEN

Friendly

Hosted by 

 SPONSORED BY Voice of Asia News Group
29 years of Publishing experience and Community Service. 

Publisher of HealthLine Magazine, and Voice of Asia
Newsweekly Houston, Texas.

For details call or email:
• 713-774-5140 • ads@voiceofasiagroup.com

28 Years of Excellence in publishing and counting...
The leading Asian American Newsweekly in Texas since 1987

VOICE OF ASIA
He�l�� L���

Krishna Sounds

SPONSORS

Partner with 
Indian Doctors Association, Houston

Littler is the largest global employment and labor 

law practice, with more than 1,000 attorneys 

in over 70 offices worldwide. Littler represents 

business owners and management in all aspects of 

employment and labor law. 

Named “Law Firm of the Year” in Litigation and 

Tier 1 in Employment Law- Management, U.S. News 

and Best Lawyers, 2016.

Nehal Anand
1301 McKinney Street | Suite 1900

Houston, TX 77010
713.652.4775 | nanand@littler.com

We can help your business—small or large— 
with a broad range of employment-law  
matters, including:
• Providing advice and counseling about hiring, 

disability accommodations, layoffs, overtime 
wage payments, classification of independent 
contractors, and more;

• Responding to Charges of Discrimination  
filed with the Equal Employment Opportunity  
Commission (EEOC);

• Assisting with unemployment claims filed with 
the Texas Workforce Commission;

• Reviewing and drafting employee handbooks 
and policies;

• Assisting with investigations by the  
Department of Labor and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement; and

• Defending your company through trial in a  
lawsuit filed by an employee.
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The Indo American community is the most lucrative

and influential ethnic group in the US
with the highest per-capita income and education level.

Indo-American News reaches this group with local and global
news pertaining to the community.

Indo-American News helps your business

First and oldest South Asian weekly in Texas - 35th year in publication
Most comprehensive coverage of local businesses & events in Texas

Highest advertiser support and loyalty - print & online

35  th

YEAR

Our

Promote your business 
in Print, E-blast,Website, 

Facebook & Twitter
7457 Harwin Drive Suite 262, Houston, TX 77036

713-789-NEWS (6397) 
indoamericannews@yahoo.com 

www.indoamerican-news.com

The Wealth Design Group is honored to sponsor the
Indo American Chamber of Commerce of  

Greater Houston 2016 Annual Gala

The Wealth Design Group shares the Chamber’s core values.  
It is our mission to help executives, individuals and families build  

and preserve wealth today and for generations to come. 

Our firm is proud to represent Guardian, a company with a  
long-standing history of financial strength and a legacy of delivering  

on its promises for over 150 years. 

Contact us to explore our consultative approach and the full range  
of financial solutions and wealth management services we offer. 

 Protection Planning   •   Financial Planning   •   Wealth Management   •   Investments

Richard (Rick) L. Ray is a General Agent of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY and a Registered  
Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). Securities products and advisory services offered through PAS, member 
FINRA, SIPC. PAS is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian. Wealth Design Group, LLC is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. 
Financial information concerning The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America as of December 31, 2015 on a statutory basis: Admitted Assets = 
$48.1 Billion; Liabilities = $42.0 Billion (including $37.0 Billion of Reserves); and Surplus = $6.1 Billion.

The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America 7 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004-4025 www.GuardianLife.com

2016 – 26104 (Exp. 07/18)

Richard L. Ray, MSFS
President and CEO
Wealth Design Group, LLC
3040 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77056
rick_ray@wealthdesigngroup.net
281.220.2700



2016 IACCGH | 113112 | IACCGH 2016

  www.vkcgrp.com/our_locations
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RedwingCreativE
Redwing

creative

Where ideas take wing
 Branding

  Websites
   Consulting

832.797.1682
lacey@redwingcreative.com
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Exceptional Cancer Care 
Just Got Even Better
In our beautiful new facility, everything is under one roof – from our 
connected team of experts to state-of-the-art technology for radiation therapy.

M O R E  W A Y S  T O  C O N Q U E R  C A N C E R

Kelsey-Seybold’s nationally accredited Cancer Center is focused on not only treating patients, but on 

providing personal, coordinated care that encourages healing. 

Now, with state-of-the-art technology for radiation therapy and our beautiful and spacious facilities, 

we’re better equipped than ever to help our patients be victorious over cancer. It’s just one more way our 

exceptional cancer care has gotten even better.

Kelsey-Seybold.com/CancerCenter  |  713-442-1080

IndoAmericanChamberGalaAdCancerCenter.indd   1 7/29/16   4:17 PM



We make products the world counts on
LyondellBasell is one of the world’s largest plastics, chemical and refining companies. Our products and 
technologies are used to make items that improve the quality of life for people around the globe including food 
packaging, medical supplies, electronics, automotive parts, home furnishings, construction materials and biofuels. 

LyondellBasell operates 57 manufacturing sites in 18 countries, including India.

lyb.com

2016_JULY_INDOAMERICANadvert.indd   1 7/25/16   4:38 PM

H O U S T O N I A N

INDIA ,  INDIANA AND NEW JERSEY
by way of

 FO   D
Tracks

Trucks
(ON THE STREETS AND ON HIS CELL)

Chuys
tex-mex

fix at

gets
his



At H-E-B, each and

every Partner is

responsible for

upholding our

commitment to

diversity. Our daily

actions value both

the differences and

similarities that make

our Customers,

Communities and

Partners so unique.

For more information on diversity at H-E-B, visit 

www.heb.com
©2008 H-E-B Food Stores

®

Final HEB Diversity Red ads.qxp  4/7/08  11:24 AM  Page 5



2016 IACCGH | 123122 | IACCGH 2016

5 of the top 10 companies in the world are Wise Men Customers.

Our 19+ year heritage is built on excellence in customer satisfaction, quality and agility.
Our Customers Demand higher satisfaction – Wise Men team never quits

Follow us
on Social Media

+1 281-953-4500     |    www.wisemen.com    |    info@wisemen.com

https://twitter.com/_WiseMen_

https://www.facebook.com/WiseMenConsultants

https://www.linkedin.com/company/wise-men-solutions

SAP

SAP
EAI

SOA

Java

.Net

Oracle DBA

Project
Managers

Business
Analysts

Oracle

TIBCO

Databases

Managed
Services

MicroSourcingTM
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IT Staffing

Diversity Comes Naturally  
to Halliburton
The varied and complex challenges of our industry demand problem solvers who  
bring a wide range of backgrounds, experience, and perspectives to every project.  
No company in the energy industry has had greater success than Halliburton in 
creating  a global team of intelligent, inventive professionals dedicated to taking 
on those challenges together. With nearly 55,000 employees representing 140 
nationalities around the world, diversity is pretty much second nature to us.

We know firsthand that diversity in our workforce guarantees the best thinking for 
even the biggest problems. It’s what keeps Halliburton growing and thriving.

halliburton.com
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Proud member of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston
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Proud to 
Support the 

IACCGH
Giving back to the 

local community 
is a core value of 

ValvTechnologies. 
We are proud that 
our contributions, 

leadership and 
charitable efforts 

help create strong 
communities and 

provide a better 
environments to 

live and do business. 

Manufacturer of Severe Service Zero-Leakage Valves

®

ValvTechnologies  
Headquarters & Manufacturing

Houston, Texas

713.860.0400

info@valv.com

www.valv.com
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At Vega Energy, our business is centered on providing innovative solutions and 
flawless execution for our customers. For over 25 years, Vega and its predecessor 
companies have been engaged in the management, optimization and development 
of natural gas assets. Over the past 3 years, Vega Energy has expanded its 
development efforts by participating in four midstream natural gas pipeline projects 
that, together, will require the deployment of over $6.0 billion in capital. These 
projects will serve to provide both long-term, economic solutions for our physical 
customers and attractive returns for our industry partners. 

By structuring solutions for various customers, including producers, midstream 
companies, utilities, LNG exporters, large end-users and retail aggregators, Vega 
remains a trusted name when it comes to managing North America’s most 
important natural resources.

M I D S T R E A M  S O L U T I O N S  T O D A Y ,  F O R  C L E A N 
A N D  R E L I A B L E  E N E R G Y  T O M O R R O W

VEGA ENERGY PARTNERS, LTD.  /  3701 KIRBY DR., SUITE 1290  / HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098  /  713.527.0557

vegaenergy.com

IT is ready
to double your
digital revenue
BMC Digital IT powers 82% of Fortune 500® companies.
Our IT is ready, is yours?

© Copyright 2016 BMC Software, Inc.   A study finds that CEOs expect their digital revenue to double by the turn of the decade.   FORTUNE 500 is a registered trademark of the FORTUNE magazine division of Time Inc.
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Now it’s even easier to get top news stories. 
Your weekly HBJ can now be viewed on iPad, tablets, 

Android, iPhone, your computer and in print. 
Get breaking business news from our online resources 24/7.

The Houston Business Journal  Is Now 
Available On Multiple Platforms

Call Danielle Losos 
713-395-9603 

 or email dlosos@bizjournals.com

Whichever vehicle works best for you, we’ve got it.

Start your 
subscription for ONLY:

$87

081216.PRINT2426.INDOAMERICANGALA_ad_cropmarks.pdf   1   8/12/16   11:20 AM
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Technip 11740 Katy Freeway, Suite 100 Houston, Texas 77079, USA   1 281 870 1111   www.technip.com

Technip is a world leader in project management, engineering and construction for the energy industry. From the deepest 
Subsea oil & gas developments to the largest and most complex Offshore and Onshore infrastructures, Technip offers the best 
solutions and most innovative technologies to meet the world’s energy challenges. 

A leading edge contractor 

Best	wishes	to	the	IACCGH	for	their	17th	Annual	Gala!	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Manisha	Gandhi	

Director	of	Development-	Southeast	USA	
832-876-2142	

manisha@apusa.org		
	

Akshaya	Pātra	
www.foodforeducaNon.org/houston	

	

OPEN FORUM
RADIO PROGRAM

WHERE YOUR OPINION COUNTS

Listen to Open Forum at 106.1 FM
IN HOUSTON

EVERY SATURDAY 4 PM TO 6 PM

STUDIO LINE 800-444-1061

HOSTS
dinkar chheda

jagat kamdar & subodh bhuchar

BEST WISHES TO THE IACCGH FOR 
THEIR 17th ANNUAL GALA!

Best	wishes	to	the	IACCGH	for	their	17th	Annual	Gala!	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Manisha	Gandhi	

Director	of	Development-	Southeast	USA	
832-876-2142	

manisha@apusa.org		
	

Akshaya	Pātra	
www.foodforeducaNon.org/houston	
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Transforming Healthcare

www.CHIStLukesHealth.org/McNair-Campus

New McNair Campus promises to rise above expectations.

For more than 60 years, Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center has remained at the forefront of healthcare. From our 

collaborative partnership with Baylor College of Medicine® to our longstanding affiliation with Texas Heart® 

Institute, we have contributed to research and advancements that have transformed medicine for generations.

Now we’re building on our tradition of excellence as we move forward with completion of our state-of-the-art 

hospital on our McNair Campus, which will also be the new home of the Texas Heart® Institute. When complete, 

the new complex—located at 7200 Cambridge Street, bordering the Texas Medical Center—will include a     

650-bed hospital, a medical office building and ambulatory care complex, and new facilities for science and 

research.

SLMC_1789_IndoAmerican_McNair_Ad.indd   1 8/15/16   10:13 AM
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281.568.1010

astroprinting@yahoo.com

astroprintinghouston.com

10802 Roark Road
Houston, TX 77099

Astro Printing

Banners
Bookmarks
Brochures

Business Cards
Calendars
Catalogs

Door Hangers
Envelopes

Flyers
Folders

Invitations

Invoices
Labels

Letterheads
Magnets

NCR Forms
Notepads

Perforated Sheets
Postcards

Posters
Signs

Table Tents



A DATA BREACH CAN PUT A COMPANY OUT OF BUSINESS

Protect your company with 
Continuous Security Assessments 

and Real Time Monitoring of  
Information Systems

Cybersecurity Assessment  |  Compliance Automation  |  Oversight & Investigations

Email redeem@bluelance.com  
Ask to redeem your FREE 
subscription, and provide your 
contact information in the email.  
No credit card required. You will 
NOT be billed automatically.

QUESTIONS?  
Call 1.800.856.BLUE(2583)  
or 713.255.4800.

REDEEM THIS OFFER

Resilience 

410 Pierce Street, Suite 300  |  Houston, Texas 77002  |  800.856.2583  |  713.255.4800  |  bluelance.com

SPECIAL OFFER
Continuous Security Assessment 
software license (FREE for 1 year)



2016 IACCGH | 145144 | IACCGH 2016

Members of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants & (TSCPAs)
We believe in Commitment, Confidentiality, Prompt Service and Special Care

SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN, CPA

 • A Full Service CPA Firm 
• Corporate & Individual Tax Preparation and Planning

• Sales Tax and IRS Representation 
• Establish Corporation
•Partnership and LLC 

• Bookkeeping
•Financial Statements Preparation•Financial Statements Preparation

• Sales Tax & Payroll Tax Preparation
•Overseas Voluntary Disclosure Program and FBAR Reporting

8303 SW FWY STE 570
HOUSTON TX 77074

TEL: 713-774-6533/6933

3030 LBJ FWY STE 300
DALLAS TX 75234
TEL. 214-722-7545

17819 Erinwood Center, Ste.D
Spring, TX 77379

TEL. 281-251-2205

www.mdassociatescpas.com
MD & ASSOCIATES, LLP

Congratulations IACCGH
on the 17th ANNUAL GALA

proud member

MAGNUM PRODUCING
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Reliance 
Partnering the Shale Revolution in the US

Reliance Industries Limited, India’s No.1 Private Sector 

®Company on the Fortune Global 500  list of 2015, is playing a 

major role in the shale revolution in the US.

Reliance forayed into the North American shale gas business 

in 2010 and has invested over $8.1 bn so far. Successful 

joint ventures with Pioneer Natural Resources, Carrizo 

Oil & Gas and Chevron have enabled Reliance to be 

among the most significant players in these chosen shale 

plays of Marcellus and Eagleford, two of the most prolific 

shale basins in the US.

Over the last five years, Reliance has built a strong 

team based at Houston, Dallas and Pittsburgh and is focused 

on further strengthening the enterprise. Reliance is 

committed to ensuring profitable growth of its asset base and 

a lasting presence in the US. The journey has just begun and 

the future promises exciting growth and substantial value 

creation for all stakeholders.

®FORTUNE Global 500  is a registered trademark of the FORTUNE magazine division of Time Inc.

Reliance Holding USA Inc., 2000 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. S., Suite 700, Houston, TX 77042, USA; Board: (713) 430-8700; Email: SGO.Info@ril.com

Best Wishes from The Shipcom Family!! 
 
Since its founding in 1997, Shipcom Wireless Inc., USA, has 
become a leading provider of integrated supply chain 
execution software solutions, focusing on the automatic 
identification and data collection (AIDC), radio frequency 
identification (RFID), and enterprise mobility markets.  Shipcom 
delivers solutions in the areas of asset tracking, asset 
maintenance, warehousing, transportation, logistics execution 
(LES), manufacturing execution (MES), and much more. 
 
Shipcom Wireless 
11200 Richmond Ave. 
Suite 552 
Houston, Texas 77082 
Email: atyebji@shipcomwireless.com 
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Congratulations Bob Patel 
 

Business Leader of the 
Year 

 
IACCGH continues to do 

outstanding work in facilitating 
business to business and business 
to government contacts resulting 

in significant investments in 
both countries. 

 
Wish you continued success. 
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Congratulations IACCGH
on the 17th ANNUAL GALA

proud member

Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

Every day, we at MD Anderson are making new discoveries in immunotherapy to end cancer. For good.
To help fight, call 1-855-894-0145 or visit MakingCancerHistory.com. 

Dr. Sapna Patel  |  Cancer Physician & Researcher

“My team will get you, cancer”
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The University of Houston is 
energizing the healthcare industry 
through groundbreaking research 
to harness brainwaves and give 
amputees a new hold on life.

uh.edu/powerhouse

Welcome to the Powerhouse.

THIS IS THE HOUSE
INNOVATION BUILT.

THIS IS THE HOUSE
INNOVATION BUILT.
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Following locations in Texas to delight your tastebuds

www.themadraspavilion.com

Enjoy gourmet cuisine specially prepared by 
world  renowned chefs of DAAWAT 

at the IACCGH Gala

Indulge your taste buds on a trip of evocative ecstasy.  Specializing in Moghlai, 
Punjabi, Gujarati, Peshawari,  Italian, Mexican, and Mediterranean Delicacies.  

         Houston                  Sugar Land                   Austin                           Dallas         
Tel: 713 521 2617  |  Tel: 281 491 3672    |  Tel: 512 719 5575   |  Tel: 972 671 3672      

Best Indian Restaurant- Zagat Survey
Indian Restaurant setting the standards for other Restaurants- Austin Chronicle

Best place to eat Indian Cuisine- Southwest In-flight Magazine
Authentic Indian Cuisine- Houston Press

Best Indian Restaurant in Fort Bend County- SUN reader’s choice 
Call   for catering, on site dosa/tandoori preparations

For Fine Dining, Catering & Banquet Services, Call:
Cell: 713 256 5441 (Mahesh)/ 832 656 7861 (Rajan) 

shahxyz@aol.com   Our Banquet Hall Can Accommodate Up To 250 Guests

DAAWAT
a catering division of 

HOTELS

Rest Easy or In Style!

Book your hotels with us and stay in comfort.

AIRLINES

Explore your Horizons...

Check out the best fares to different cities of the world.

CRUISE AND LAND VACATIONS

See the World!

Exceptional options and promotional 

offerings are now just a click away.

CAR RENTALS

Save time and book your car online 

with us to ensure a safe drive.

On the Road...

INSURANCE

Protect your investment and 

prepare yourself for the unexpected.

Peace of Mind
TG REWARDS

Join Our Loyalty Program

Check out how you can earn free flights, 

car and hotel reservations.

Hamid Lakhani Bina Lakhani Ketki Shah

Call: 713 893 0649 | contactus@travelguzs.com | www.travelguzs.com

Travelguzs Partners: Cruiseguzs.com | Cruiseguzsluxe.com | Familycruiseguzs.com

P
N
M
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N
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C
.

Website      Plan Book & Manage       Help Center       TGRewards       Blog      Log In

Join our Loyalty  program “TGRewards” to earn free flights,
car and hotel reservations. You can make free bookings for yourself,
friends, family & co-traveller’s. Earn points with TGRewards on every
transaction with Travelguzs.

We are committed to provide top-of-the-line personalized 

customer service and look forward to being part of 

YOUR Journey!

Sincerely,
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Congratulations IACCGH
on the 17th ANNUAL GALA

proud member

©2014 CenterPoint Energy   143008

       GIVING

Y U
MORE 
INVESTMENTS 
IN EDUCATION

Investing in safety 
and education to 
make life better 

At CenterPoint Energy, we 
put safety first in everything 
we do. Not only do we use 
safe work practices, but we 
also educate students and 
adults about electric and 
natural gas safety to help 
our neighbors avoid hazards. 
The company’s investment 
in education is just one of 
the ways we’re working 
to transfer knowledge to 
all generations and make 
people’s lives better.

For more information, 
including our education 
websites, visit  
CenterPoint Energy.com/
Community
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Event Coordination  Therese Cole-Hubbs, Electric Karma International

Indian National Anthem Amiya Ghosh

American National Anthem Ishya Kachru     

Printing   Astro Printing  PNM Printing  Prince Signs 

    Specialty Bindery & Printing

Publicity Design  Redwing Creation (Lacey Coleman)

Magazine Design  Ashita.Design

Magazine Team  Juliette Lopez  Manu Shah   Roshan Gazdar

Entertainment  Flutist Anis Chandani

DJ Services/ Sound  Karma DJs

Decor    Mandap Creations Touch of Elegance (Sara Dugal)

Awards   Crown Trophy  Unitrends

Food/Beverage  Daawat by Madras Pavilion Hilton Americas

Media Partners  Geetanjali Radio   India Herald  Indo American News

    Lights Camera Action     Music Masala

    Music of India   Open Forum  PTI

    TV Asia    Voice of Asia

Media Underwriter  Houston Business Journal 

2016 Gala Photography Unique Photos Images (Bijay Dixit)

2016 Gala Videography A&A Video
& AV Tech

IACCGH Marketing & Communications
    Juliette Lopez

IACCGH Office Administrator
    Roshan Gazdar

IACCGH Official  Bijay Dixit, Unique Photo Images

Photographer   All photographs in the magazine are courtesy Bijay Dixit unless otherwise stated.

Gala Magazine Printed by Speciality Bindery & Printing

WE THANK OUR
SPONSORS, VOLUNTEERS, PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS

FOR A SUCCESSFUL 2016
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I N D O-A M E R I C A N
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF GREATER HOUSTON



PREPRESS
CTP • PDF Work Flow • Mac & PC

PRINTING
Multi-Color Offset Printing to 28x40

Magazines • Flyers • Annual Reports
Brochures • Newsletters

BINDERY
Perfect Binding • Booklet Making 

Folding • Die Cutting • Scoring • Perfi ng
Pocket Folders • Mylar • GBC • Coil 

Wire-O • Velo Binding
Tab Laminating & Cutting

Fulfi llment

6930 Portwest Drive • Houston TX 77024
713.869.0594 • fax 713.869.9980

rajiv@sbpmail.com www.sbpmail.com  prashant@sbpmail.com

This magazine was printed by Specialty Bindery & Printing, Member IACCGH

Includes destinations served by United Air Lines, Inc.
and United Express.

Serving more than  
just our community.
Proud to sponsor the Indo American 
Chamber of Commerce of  
Greater Houston Annual Gala.

With over 370 destinations worldwide, chances are good that no matter where 
you’re headed, we can take you. For information and reservations, go to united.com.

Job Number 12UA273
Publication IACCGH Gala Magazine

Event Language English
Trim 8.5 x 11

Bleed .125
Safety/Live 7.5 x 10

Client United HQSOS
Art Director DC
Copywriter UA

Traffic BG

CMYK RGB B&W SPOT (PMS)

Vertical/Portrait
Horizontal/Landscape

Headline Serving more than just our community.

Ad Style Interim Blue

12UA235B

doug@vantage-mkt.com

16858 Royal Crest
Houston Texas 77058
281-480-3660

2012

7/26/2012Full page bleed



The stability of our foundation  
has been defined over the  

past 110 years.  

Learn how we’ve been  
helping businesses  
for generations.    

(713) 580-9900 ·  (844) 972-4636

 SBA Preferred Lender 
Houston | Dallas | San Antonio | Los Angeles




