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Edward M. Emmett became Harris County Judge on March 6, 2007.  He is the chief executive of 
the third most populous county in the United States.

A member of the Texas House of Representatives from 1979 to 1987, Judge Emmett was 
chairman of the Committee on Energy, a member of the Transportation Committee, and 
represented the state on numerous national committees relating to energy and 
transportation policy.

In 1989, President George H. W. Bush nominated Emmett as a Commissioner at the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. After being confirmed unanimously by the United States Senate, 
Judge Emmett served on the commission for three years, where he oversaw the nation's 
railroad and trucking industries.  

From 1992 to 2003, Emmett was president of the National Industrial Transportation League.  
Before becoming County Judge, Mr. Emmett was the founder and chief strategist of The 
Emmett Company, a firm which specialized in domestic and international transportation 
policy. He was also appointed by President Bill Clinton and President George H .W. Bush to 
serve on the Board of Advisors of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy.  

During his career he has received international recognition for his work in transportation and 
logistics policy.  Judge Emmett was a major force in the economic deregulation of the trucking 
industry and in passage of the Ocean Shipping Reform Act.  

Among his many awards, Judge Emmett has been named one of the Top 20 Logistics 
Professionals by Logistics Forum, and Transportation Clubs International gave him the 
Transportation Person of the Year Award. 

Judge Emmett graduated from Rice University in 1971 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Economics and from the University of Texas at Austin in 1974 with a Master of Public Affairs 
degree.

Judge Emmett and his wife, Gwen, have been married for 39 years and have four children and 
11 grandchildren.

Edward M. Emmett
Harris County Judge 
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Over the last 15 years, the Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston (IACCGH) 
has been committed to maximizing business opportunities, fostering bilateral trade and 
making an economic impact in the Greater Houston region
. 
I have been fortunate to represent IACCGH at the first US-India Infrastructure summit in 2005 
with my colleague Vivek Menon that prompted an IACC- India Infrastructure delegation to visit 
Houston, Los Angeles and Washington DC.  I realized the tremendous contribution 
organizations like ours can make towards strengthening the ties between our two countries 
that share a common ideology of democracy, freedom and liberty as well as convergent 
interests in trade and economic growth. 

At IACCGH, we are proud of the impact we have had on the Greater Houston region's economy. 
This impact on Houston businesses as well as bi-lateral trade has been recognized by 
business leaders in both countries, Mayors, County leadership, state legislators, 
Congressional leaders and Senators. We have worked with local and Indian government 
organizations, major corporations, even one man operations; connected them and had the 
privilege of saying �mission accomplished� on many occasions when a business deal comes to 
fruition. We have hosted inbound and outbound delegations which resulted in business 
expansions in Harris County and helped established businesses look towards India for 
expansion. 

As promised at the Indo-US Economic Summit in October 2014, we have returned with a 
delegation led by Harris County Judge Ed Emmett. The delegation will meet with major Indian 
corporations and government agencies to promote the Greater Houston region, its business 
friendly policies and geographic advantages for a mutually beneficial relationship between 
the two nations. 

India is on the brink of a new economic resurgence. Let us leverage this wonderful opportunity 
and together make our two economies stronger in the years to come.

With best wishes
Sanjay Ramabhadran
President, IACCGH 

Sanjay Ramabhadran 

Message from the President 

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
 OF GREATER HOUSTON

1535 West Loop South, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77027  
Tel: 713-624-7131  Fax: 713-624-7132

Web: www.iaccgh.com
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Sanjay Ramabhadran, PE serves as Vice President at CP&Y and on the firm's Board.  CP&Y is an 
infrastructure / environmental consulting company providing innovative planning, design, 
construction and program management for transportation, aviation, rail transit and water 
infrastructure projects.  He previously oversaw a Corporate Division focused on water 
infrastructure implementing vital water projects for 3 of the Top 10 cities in the US.  He now 
manages the firm's Houston Operations across infrastructure business sectors. Previously, he was 
Principal-In-Charge of a $1 billion global consulting firm managing the Water Business Practice for 
Texas, Kansas and Oklahoma. 

He has provided master planning, program management, engineering and construction 
management services for cities and entities serving populations up to 4 million and water and 
wastewater systems as large as 600 Million Gallons / day.   His experience includes the Greater 
Houston Wastewater Program, METRO Rail Environmental Program, Houston Surface Water 
Transmission Program and US EPA Remediation programs.

Sanjay was recognized as one of Ten Outstanding Young Americans � 2012 by the US Jaycees and 
was previously selected as one of Five Outstanding Young Texans - 2011 and Five Outstanding 
Young Houstonians - 2010.  Selected as an ASIA 21 Young Leader, he was a delegate to Asia 
Society's 2010 Global Asia 21 Leadership Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia.

His civic involvement has included serving as Chairman - Leadership Houston, Director - Texas 
Lyceum, Senior Fellow - American Leadership Forum, President � 96 year old HESS Club, 
Chairperson - Houston Mayor's International Trade & Development Council (South Asia), City of 
Houston - Building & Standards Commission, Advisory Council � Houston Arts Alliance, 
Connecting Communities Initiative � Rice University's Kinder Institute for Urban Research, host of 
a public policy radio talk show - "Insights", HCEC - Governmental Affairs Committee, Past 
President - Indo-American Political Action Committee, Houston Public Library's Civic Engagement 
Steering Committee, Board of Directors -Indo-American Charity Foundation, and President of the 
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston.
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Sanjay Ramabhadran 

Vice President � CP&Y

In 1999, the Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston was created with one 
core mission: To facilitate the success of Indo US business. Fifteen years later, we have 
become the voice of the Indo American business community in the Greater Houston region and 
we did this by adopting a strong collaborative approach with local economic agencies as well 
as likeminded agencies such as the Indo American Chambers in India.

As Founding Secretary and now Executive Director of IACCGH, I am proud of several of our 
accomplishments such as the following: We facilitated an MOU between MD Anderson Cancer 
Center and Tata Memorial Center. We encouraged BMC Software to set up their outsourcing 
facility in Pune which is now 1700 people strong. We were instrumental in convincing United 
Airlines to start a Newark -New Delhi direct flight in 2005 which encouraged other airlines to 
follow suit. One of our trade delegations also resulted in Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. investing 
in the expansion of their facility in Harris County.  

Our accomplishments have not gone unnoticed.  Senior US Senator of Texas, John Cornyn, 
Keynote Speaker at our 15th Annual Gala in September 2014, commended us by stating that 
IACCGH had �helped strengthen the Asian American community in the Greater Houston area, 
helped advance the critically important US-India partnership and facilitated not only the 
success of Indian American businesses but of countless other businesses across the region as 
well." 

It gives me great joy to see the new momentum that is sweeping across India today.  India is 
taking a tremendous leap forward with its call for foreign investment, expansion of trade 
opportunities and a Make in India campaign. We must embrace this opportunity by aligning 
common areas of interest in business and strengthen the bridge between the two global 
powers.  Economic growth must dominate the dialogue between the two nations.

We have been a reliable partner having participated in nearly all IACC Economic Summits in 
New Delhi. We are proud and glad to be a part of this summit and we hope to continue building 
strong relationships with everyone present here today. 

With best wishes
Jagdip Ahluwalia
Executive Director

Jagdip Ahluwalia
Message from the Executive Director 
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Jagdip Ahluwalia is the Founding Secretary of the IACCGH and currently serves as Executive 
Director.  He has worked actively at forging alliances with other chambers and economic 
agencies in Houston and India. A graduate of Leadership Houston, Senior Fellow - American 
Leadership Forum and an engineering graduate from the Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, 
India, Jagdip has over 30 years of teaching, manufacturing, business management and 
consulting experience.

He is a  past chair of the Mayor's International Trade Council for South Asia (MITDC).  He was 
also recognized by the Greater Dallas Indo American Chamber and honored with their 
Outstanding Leadership Award for his role in forming the Alliance of Indo American Chambers 
in the US. In April 2014, Jagdip was honored at the Greater Houston Procurement Breakfast 
for his tireless advocacy for business in, for and with Houston.

He specializes in:

� Locating buyers for US Goods and services
� Identifying areas of bilateral trade between India and the US
� Funding and financing for US exports to India
� Setting up successful manufacturing units in India in the automotive and ancillary 

manufacturing space.
� Assistance with dispute resolution post shipment and recovery of bad debts by ensuring 

compliance with contract terms
� Identifying Indian goods and services encouraged for export to Harris 

County/Opportunity Houston region represented by the delegation.

Jagdip Ahluwalia
IACCGH Executive Director

Mob. 0018327468372, email: almamach@aol.com

(Temporary India Mob.: 9899306352)

Senator Rodney Ellis was elected to the Texas Senate in 1990. During his tenure, he has been a 
leader on economic development, education, civil rights, responsible environmental policy, 
middle class tax cuts, and criminal justice issues, having passed over 600 bills.

He is the proud founder of the Texas Legislative Internship Program (TLIP). Since TLIP's 
inception, it has become the largest legislative internship program in the state, giving over 600 
young people the opportunity to make a difference in Texas politics and public policy. Three 
former TLIP participants are currently members of the Texas House of Representatives.

Senator Ellis is the current Chairman of the Senate Committee on Open Government, which 
investigates how to improve the transparency of state government. He is a member of the 
Senate State Affairs, Transportation, and Natural Resources committees. In past sessions, he 
chaired the Senate Finance, Jurisprudence, Intergovernmental Relations, and Government 
Organization committees.

Senator Ellis chairs the Board of Directors for the Innocence Project and serves on the LBJ 
Foundation Board of Trustees, the University of Texas School of Law Foundation Board of 
Trustees, and the Council on Foreign Relations.  He also chairs the Commission to Engage 
African Americans on Energy, Climate Change, and the Environment.  

Before his election to the Texas Senate, Senator Ellis served three terms as a member of the 
Houston City Council and as chief of staff to the late U.S. Congressman Mickey Leland. He 
holds a bachelor's degree from Texas Southern University, a master's degree from the 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, and a law degree from the University of Texas 
School of Law. Ellis also studied at Xavier University of New Orleans and the London School of 
Economics.

Rodney Ellis is married to Licia Green-Ellis and has four children.  
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Rodney Ellis

Texas State Senator
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Texas State Senator
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In 2012 Governor Rick Perry appointed Jeff Moseley to the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) Commission. Commissioner Moseley was honored to receive 
unanimous Senate confirmation. 

TxDOT is one of the largest transportation agencies in the world with 11,000 employees, a $10 
billion operating budget and more than 130,000 lane miles of highway. TxDOT is the largest 
engineering firm in the world.  While serving as Denton County Judge, Jeff initiated the 
Interstate Highway 35 Corridor Coalition, a multi-state, bi-partisan, urban-rural advocacy 
group promoting the interstate as a national trade corridor.  Currently, Jeff serves as the 
designated  TxDOT Commission liaison to Texas ports as well as to the cycling community.

Most recently, Jeff served seven years as President and CEO of Texas' largest chamber of 
commerce, the Greater Houston Partnership. The GHP Board consists of 130 business 
leaders representing businesses with revenues of $1.6 trillion annually. GHP has heavy 
involvement with economic development.  Jeff worked closely with the region�s 30+ economic 
development allies through Opportunity Houston, an aggressive five-year, $32 million lead 
generation program targeting the creation of 600,000 new jobs and $130 billion of new capital 
investment. This goal was met  ahead of schedule.

Under Jeff�s leadership, Site Selection magazine twice recognized GHP as one of the top-
performing economic development groups in the US. The International Economic 
Development Council (IEDC) recognized GHP as an Accredited Economic Development 
Organization (AEDO), one of 25 nationwide and the only economic developer of its size to 
receive this distinction.

Judge Jeff Moseley has served as head of economic development for Texas under Governors 
George W. Bush and Rick Perry. During six years of service, Judge Moseley was involved in a 
range of projects located throughout Texas including the Toyota Tundra Assembly Plant, 
Samsung, Sematech, Citgo, WalMart Distribution and Huntsman. During this time, the 
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Jeff Moseley

Texas Transportation Commissioner

Legislature created the largest deal-closing fund in the US, the $250 million Texas Enterprise 
Fund. Jeff was a lead in establishing the launch of the TEF. 

As head of Texas economic development, Jeff worked with other state agencies and programs 
in cooperative efforts to assist prospects seeking to expand or relocate to Texas. These 
include but are not limited to: Texas Workforce Commission, Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, General Land Office, Texas Historical Commission, Texas Emerging 
Technology Fund and Comptroller. 

Jeff served more than 12 years in elected office in Denton County, which at that time was one of 
the fastest growing counties in America. Elected in 1990 as Denton County Judge, Jeff worked 
on economic development projects including Intel, Texas Motor Speedway and JC Penny 
Distribution.

Jeff and Jackie have been married 32 years and their first visit to India (1988) was to volunteer 
in Mother Teresa's Calcutta orphanage.  They have two daughters who are studying at 
universities.
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H. Thomas Kornegay was appointed Executive Director of the Port of Houston Authority in 
April, 1992. Before his appointment by the Port Commission, Kornegay served as the Port 
Authority's managing director for five years.

Kornegay held numerous PHA positions after he first joined the Port Authority staff in April, 
1972. He worked his way through the Port Authority ranks, serving in the engineering 
department for 15 years before being appointed as managing director.

Kornegay is a registered engineer in the state of Texas. He holds a master's degree in 
Architectural Engineering from Oklahoma State University and a bachelor's degree in 
Architectural Engineering from the University of Texas. He has completed several graduate-
level finance and economics courses at the University of Houston. He was certified in 1998 by 
American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) as a Professional Port Manager.

Kornegay has been affiliated with International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH) for 
more than 25 years and rose through the ranks of IAPH leadership. In May 2005, Kornegay 
became president of the IAPH during the organization�s conference in Shanghai, China, and 
served in that capacity until May 4, 2007, at the 25th IAPH World Ports Conference in Houston, 
Texas.  

Kornegay represented AAPA as an advisory member of the U.S. delegation to the International 
Maritime Organization; and served on the working group for Air Pollution from Ships. He 
served as chairman of the board of the American Association of Port Authorities and chairman 
of the U.S. Delegation of AAPA. This association represents more than 140 public port 
authorities in the United States, Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean. Kornegay also 
served as president of the Gulf Ports Association. 

Kornegay served on the executive committee of the Transportation Research Board, which is 

responsible for recommending transportation policy and programs to the National Research 
Council. He also served as chairman of the Committee on Maritime Advanced Information 
Systems for the Marine Board of the National Research Council. 

He was appointed by the governor of Texas to serve as the state�s representative on the 
Western Gulf of Mexico Regional Dredge Team and was also appointed to serve on the Rail 
Advisory Committee. Additionally, Kornegay has previously served as chairman of the advisory 
board for Ex-Im Bank in Washington, D C.

Kornegay received the Russell H. Perry Award presented by Texas Department of 
Transportation in recognition of outstanding contribution to Transportation in 2005.

In December 2007, he was selected as the 2008 Engineer of the Year by the Houston Chapter of 
the Texas Society of Professional Engineers. 

Kornegay was honored as 2008 Maritime Person of the Year by the Greater Houston Port 
Bureau and Marine Exchange of the West Gulf.

On February 1, 2009 Kornegay retired from the Port of Houston Authority as the longest 
serving Executive Director in the history of the port authority.

In the summer of 2009 he formed Kornegay and Company, LLC - a company designed to help 
port authorities and other related maritime organizations.  

Kornegay has continued to work with the American Association of Port Authorities, the 
International Association of Ports and Harbors and the Transportation Research Board on 
issues concerning the maritime industry, 

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
 OF GREATER HOUSTON

1535 West Loop South, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77027  
Tel: 713-624-7131  Fax: 713-624-7132

Web: www.iaccgh.com

H. Thomas Kornegay

Former Executive Director, POHA
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About District Clerk Chris Daniel

Chris Daniel, a lawyer and engineer, elected in 2010, heads an office with about 450 employees 
and oversees a $32 million budget that has remained lean even as the county has put the 
recession behind it. His office staffs 76 courts with clerks, maintains records for these courts 
and runs jury service.

During his time in office, Mr. Daniel has kept the focus on turning more and more courts into 
efficient, cost-saving e-courts, modernizing the subpoena process and offering additional 
services to aid residents, such as a quick, convenient passport application operation.

He has learned that bridge-building and diplomacy are requisite when he works with scores of 
judges and county officials to improve court operations. 

Mr. Daniel collaborated with Adrian Garcia, Harris County Sheriff and the Sheriff's Office, the 
District Attorney's Office and Judges in 2013 to create eSubpoena, an efficient, electronic 
system that greatly reduces the time it takes to serve witnesses. The digitized system led to 
improved security at the Harris County Criminal Justice Center. Under the old system, 37 
sheriff's deputies serving as bailiffs were out of the courtrooms processing subpoenas. This 
task now requires only one person, thus releasing three dozen deputies to remain and 
maintain security in the courtrooms.

Under Chris Daniel, the District Clerk's Office turned the civil and family courts into e-courts, 
saving money on paper and printing, slashing storage costs and reducing the time spent 
waiting in line to file. He has pushed for electronic records because they are more secure and 
enhance public access to documents. More access means better accountability.

Further efforts at modernization are in the foreseeable future. Electronic warrants are in the 
talking stages. Now the District Clerk's Office has begun preparations to turn the criminal 
courts into e-courts.
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Chris Daniel

Harris County District Clerk

The passport application service is Mr. Daniel's brainchild. He observed long lines of 
customers waiting at several post offices' passport operations and decided the District Clerk's 
Office could provide better service. The office launched its passport application service in the 
Harris County Civil Courthouse in 2013. Customers regularly compliment the office on the 
speed and convenience of its service as well as the courtesy and professionalism extended to 
each applicant.

Raising awareness about the importance of jury service has been a key thrust of the office 
under Mr. Daniel. He oversaw a major, multi-pronged public awareness campaign designed to 
encourage people to come to jury service. That campaign, called Honor the Call, featured 
public service announcements on television and radio, posters on more than 700 Metro buses, 
news interviews on radio and TV and opinion pieces in newspapers.

His efforts paid off. The juror appearance rate exceeded the 2007-2010 level by at least 4 
percent in 2012 and 2013.

Chris Daniel grew up in Jersey Village and other parts of northwest Harris County. An active 
Boy Scout, he went on to become an Eagle Scout. His pride in this achievement remains � his 
award-bedecked Scout's shirt hangs in his office.

After earning a mechanical engineering degree at the University of Texas at Austin, Chris 
worked as a project manager at National Oilwell Varco. He later jumped to KBR, serving as a 
design engineer.

While employed full-time, he took night classes and graduated from South Texas College of 
Law, passing the bar in 2012.

The Daniels live near downtown Houston close to Washington Avenue and the old HPD 
headquarters. They are active members at Second Baptist Church. Occasionally, Chris 
attends Bible classes at Champion Forest Baptist Church taught by Mark Lanier, a Houston 
lawyer.

He is an advanced scuba diver and loves to travel, having visited more than 14 countries. 

Chris Daniel is a lifetime member of the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo and a member of 
the Gatekeeper and Lamb and Goat Auction committees.
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Dr. Chaitanya Calla is the Business Director of the Atkins Highways & Transportation and 
Urban Planning and Landscape business in India and leads a team of 200 staff across 2 
Atkins offices in Bangalore and Delhi.

With a Masters degree in Structural Engineering, an industry sponsored Ph.D. from the U.K. 
and over 20 years of work experience in several sectors of Civil Engineering, Chaitanya is a 
Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers (UK) and a Chartered Engineer, registered with 
the Engineering Council in the UK. Chaitanya is also ICE representative for the Bangalore 
region.

In the initial part of his career, subsequent to graduating in Civil Engineering from a Tier 1 
college in India, Chaitanya worked in the property/architecture sector, working with leading 
architects of western India as project manager delivering a variety of building types including 
luxury residences, multi-storey residential, multi-storey commercial, hospitals and hotels.

Subsequently, Chaitanya worked as a Bridge Engineer/Project Manager (Capital Projects) 
at Jacobs, delivering the bridges maintenance/assessment programme and Capital 
Highway Projects for the Client, Coventry City Council, in the UK. Jacobs was a part of a 
Framework Contract with Coventry City Council and 3 Framework contractors for delivery of 
major projects under a pain/gain arrangement measured through a set of Key Performance 
Indicators (KPI's). During his work at Jacobs, Chaitanya was responsible for client and 
extensive stakeholder management for delivering transportation projects within an urban 
environment. During this time period, Chaitanya carried out contract administration of 
projects using the ICE contract 5th Edition, the NEC contract and also tendered for and 
established a bridges and highway maintenance term contract, under the NEC Term Services 
Contract. 

Then Chaitanya took on the role of Project Manager (Infrastructure) in Nakheel in Dubai, 
working as client Project Manager for delivering infrastructure on world's largest man 
made island project, The Palm Deira. Here Chaitanya was part of a team which delivered a 

Dr. Chaitanya Calla C.Eng. MICE

Delivery Head, Highways & Transportation (India)
ATKINS
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multi-modal transportation master plan for the Palm Deira project including all modes of 
transportation and concept and preliminary design of roads, bridges, pedestrian and cycle 
routes, footbridges, wet utilities networks (storm water, sewage, potable water, treated 
sewage effluent for irrigation, fire fighting networks, district cooling), dry utilities (telecom, 
power supply), utility plants (sewage treatment plant, sub-stations, storm water pumping 
stations), LPG networks, Solid Waste Management, public transport corridor provision 
(metro, tram, water transport and bus lanes) and landscaping for the first island on Palm 
Deira, over an area of 5Million sq m. Working at Nakheel, Chaitanya carried out contract 
administration using Nakheel standard conditions of contract (based on FIDIC) and also 
carried out operation and maintenance of the Palm Jumeirah Monorail, under a bespoke 
maintenance contract.

Since 2011, Chaitanya is working with Atkins as a Business Director and has overseen 
delivery of major projects like Contract 2 in Qatar, DMICDC Dholera township roads and 
bridges, UK local authority frameworks etc.
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The Needs 

TTI has estimated that the state needs to invest an additional $5 billion/year in 
transportation to TxDOT's $10 billion budget.
*$1 billion for maintenance
*$3 billion for mobility
*$1 billion for energy sector roads
Note: Due to inflation, a $500 million road construction project built in 2010 now costs 
$665 million and  the same project is projected to cost $870 million in 2018.

The Future 

As the future of Texas is changing, so must  transportation solutions. 
*Technology will be fully integrated into the next generation of highway.  Today cars can 
drive themselves, talk to other cars and talk to the road way. Interactive road surface will 
tell driver of conditions/hazards

*LEED standards for highway construction are being reviewed.  Highways that collect 
water and solar are in the future.

TxDOT's Mission: Provide safe, reliable transportation solutions by upholding the 
values of Trust, Integrity, Responsibility, Excellence and Service.  

For almost 100 years now, TxDOT has been finding solutions to our transportation 
challenges. There will be expanded interest in long range planning, and more attention 
to the role technology will play. Partnerships with cities, counties, regional mobility 
groups and the citizens of Texas, now, more than ever, are especially critical.

Submitted by:
Texas Transportation Commissioner Jeff Moseley

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) manages and maintains a vast, 
comprehensive transportation system:

*80,233 center-lane mile/ 194,887 total lane miles
*480 million average daily vehicle miles traveled on the state system
*234 billion average annual vehicle miles traveled on the state system
*51,000 bridges (81% rated good or better condition)
*301 airports (largest air system in US)
*423 miles of Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Texas shoreline)
*3,778 transit vehicles operate with capital funding via TxDOT
*2 million motorists served at TxDOT Travel Information Centers
*Is the largest engineering firm  in the world

GROWTH TRENDS: The State of Texas is home to more than 26 million people. 
In three years, 2010 to 2013 � Texas' population grew by more than a million people.  
Texas may grow to more than 41 million people by 2050. (State Data Center)

The Texas economy is $1.5 trillion. 

In the last 40 years:

*The number of vehicles on Texas roads has increased 172 percent. 
*Highway capacity has grown by 19 percent. (Texas Transportation Inst)
Note: Drivers in urban regions lose nearly $1,000/44 hours every year due to congestion.

Freight traffic is expected to grow at twice the rate of passenger vehicle traffic over the 
next 25 years due to:
    
        *population explosion
         *Panama Canal adding a new shipping lane
         *oil and gas exploration/refining (fracking)
         *expansive economy of Mexico 

Goals: maintain a safe system, address congestion and provide connectivity to 
communities.  

Last year, more than 3,300 people died in traffic crashes on Texas highways. Safety  for 
the motoring public and its employees is a TxDOT priority.  

*Mission  Zero Campaign was launched to reduce construction zone accidents, injuries 
and fatalities.  The American Road and Transportation Builders Assn. ranked TxDOT as 
the nation's leader in roadway work safety zone awareness.

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) 
working to meet historic growth trends of Texas
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� Houston has the 7th largest Asian population in the U.S. The total Asian 
population increased more than 150% since 2000.
- 173,206 in 2000
- 441,249 in 2013

� The Indian population estimate in Houston totals 114,417 based on the U.S. 
Census Bureau's 2013 American Community Survey

� Business ties with India are strengthened through organizations in Houston 
such as:
- The Indo American Chamber of 

Commerce of Greater Houston
- Asia Society of Houston
- Friends of India Society International
- Graduate Indian Student Organizations
- University of Houston Indian Student 

Association
- Houston Maharashtra Mandal
- Houston Tamil Sangam
- Andhra Association of Houston
- Gujarati Samaj of Houston
- India Culture Center of Houston

Houston also has several Hindu religious centers, 
restaurants, grocery stores and boutiques

� Aerospace and Aviation

� Medical and Biotechnology

� Information Technology

� Nanotechnology

� Energy and Petrochemicals

What does Houston offer?

Target Industries

HOUSTON METROPOLITAN 
STATISTICAL AREA

� 10 counties

� Harris County is the largest 
in the Houston region

� 126 cities and towns

� Metro area � 26,060 square km

� Population � 6.3 million

� Jobs � 2.8 million

� 2013 Gross Area Product: 
$517.4 billion

A welcoming community:
� Quality schools

- 106 languages spoken in homes of Houston students
� Affordable housing
� Low cost of living
� Innovation

- Top Notch healthcare
- Birthplace of Nanotechnology
- NASA Johnson Space Center

� World class Infrastructure
- Multi-modal transportation and distribution

With access to:
� World class performing & 

visual arts
� Pro sports teams
� Parks, lakes, forests, trails
� Golf, tennis, sailing, biking
� Festivals, celebrations
� Outstanding colleges and 

universities

What does Houston offer?
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� Jobs � 2.8 million

� 2013 Gross Area Product: 
$517.4 billion

A welcoming community:
� Quality schools

- 106 languages spoken in homes of Houston students
� Affordable housing
� Low cost of living
� Innovation

- Top Notch healthcare
- Birthplace of Nanotechnology
- NASA Johnson Space Center

� World class Infrastructure
- Multi-modal transportation and distribution

With access to:
� World class performing & 

visual arts
� Pro sports teams
� Parks, lakes, forests, trails
� Golf, tennis, sailing, biking
� Festivals, celebrations
� Outstanding colleges and 

universities

What does Houston offer?
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� Twelve Houston area 
companies made the 2014 
Inc. 5,000 list for IT

� Houston has half of the 204 
companies in Texas that 
made the 2014 Inc. 5,000 list 
of fastest growing companies

� More than 400 software 
development companies, 8 of 
which are the fastest growing 
in the nation

� Nobel prize winning discovery 
at Rice University created the                    
Nanotechnology industry

� Home of Richard E. Smalley 
Institute's Center for 
Nanoscale Science and 
Technology (CNST)

� Rice University's research 
promises strong, lightweight 
nanostructures that will 
enable an entire new class of 
materials to produce lighter 
and safer airplanes, autos, 
construction materials and 
power lines

Information Technology

Nanotechnology

� Home to NASA's Johnson Space 
Center (JSC)

� Top Employers:
- Jacobs Engineering (6,220)
- NASA's JSC (3000 civil 

servants, not including 
contractors)

- The Boeing Company (1,500)
- United Space Alliance (1,264)
- Lockheed Martin Space 

Operations (880)
� Houston is home to more than 150 

companies in Aerospace and 
Aviation

� Ellington Airport, part of the 
Houston Airport System, is a 
proposed Spaceport by Sierra 
Nevada Corporation.

Texas Medical Center � the world's 
largest

� 54 institutions including 17 
hospitals

� 4 medical schools, 5 nursing 
schools, 2 pharmacy schools, 
one dental school, 50,000 
students

� 106,000 employees in 2013

� 7.2 million patient visits in 2013

� 171,000 annual surgeries

Aerospace and Aviation

Medical and Biotechnology
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The Port of Houston is a 25-mile-long complex of diversified public and private facilities 
located just a few hours by ship from the Gulf of Mexico. The port is consistently ranked 1st in 
the United States in foreign waterborne tonnage; 1st in U.S. imports; 1st in U.S. export tonnage 
and 2nd in the U.S. in total tonnage. It is also the nation's leading breakbulk port, handling 65 
percent of all major U.S. project cargo.

The Port of Houston is made up of the public terminals owned, managed and leased by the Port 
of Houston Authority, and the 150-plus private industrial companies along the 52-mile long 
Houston Ship Channel. Each year, more than 200 million tons of cargo move through the Port 
of Houston, carried by more than 8,000 vessel and 200,000 barge calls.

As one of the world's busiest ports, the Port of Houston is a large and vibrant component of the 
regional economy. A 2012 study by Martin Associates says ship channel-related businesses 
contribute 1,026,820 jobs throughout Texas, up from more than 785,000 jobs cited in a 2007 
study. This activity helped generate more than $178.5 billion in statewide economic impact, up 
from nearly $118 billion. Additionally, more than $4.5 billion in state and local tax revenues are 
generated by business activities related to the port, up from $3.7 billion.

The Port of Houston has been instrumental in the city of Houston's development as a center of 
international trade. It is home to a $15 billion petrochemical complex, the largest in the nation 
and second largest in the world. Carrier services on all major tradelanes link Houston to 
international markets around the globe. The ship channel also intersects a very busy barge 
traffic lane, the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. 

Companies that do business internationally also find Houston attractive because of its well-
developed financial infrastructure, skilled work force and diverse population. Ample space 
and favorable conditions for industrial development, as well as for cargo handling, make 
Houston a choice location for industry. 

Container Trade

The port of houston is the No. 1 Gulf container port and the seventh-largest U.S. container 
port. With all-water services to the Far East, Latin America, Europe-Mediterranean, and the 
Indian Subcontinent; the port is a major container gateway for Houston, for Texas, and for the 
100 million people living between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains.

The population growth of Houston and Texas exceeds the national average. From the 2000 
census to the 2010 census, the population count for the Houston MSA grew 26.1 percent and 

PORT OF HOUSTON 
OVERVIEW

� Domestic and International center 
for every aspect of the oil & gas 
industry

� More than 3,700 energy related 
companies representing 29.3% of 
U.S. jobs in O&G extraction

� Houston-Gulf Coast region has 
40.6% of the nation's base 
petrochemicals manufacturing 
capacity

� 498 chemical manufacturing 
establishments with employment 
exceeding 35,700

Business Ties 
� 12 Indian firms with operations in Houston
� 413 Houston firms with operations in India
� Houston is the 3rd U.S. gateway for India trade

Houston trade with India in 2013
� Total: $5.2 billion
� Seaborne: 2.8 billion kg and valued at more than $4.8 billion
� Air Cargo: 7.9 million kg and valued at more than $311.6 million

Primary commodities traded
Top Imports (from India to Houston)
� Gums, Resins & other vegetable sap and Extracts
� Articles of iron or steel
� Mineral fuel, oils and waxes

Top Exports (from Houston to India)
� Industrial machinery
� Mineral fuel, oils and waxes
� Organic chemicals

Houston and India

Energy Capital of the World
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that of Texas grew 20.6 percent, while the nation's overall population rose just 9.7 percent. By 
2015, Houston's population will increase to 6.86 million, a 10 percent increase over 2012, 
predicts The Perryman Group. Texas' population is expected to rise approximately 8.8 percent 
between 2012 and 2015 to 28.46 million. Houston and Texas are anticipated to remain popular 
domestic and international relocation destinations, so the growth appears sustainable. With 
two-thirds of the state's population within a 300-mile radius, the Port of Houston offers a 
central location. The city is served by three Class I railroads, multiple interstates and major 
air-freight connections. Houston dominates cargo movement in the region, handling 70 
percent of all containerized cargo passing through the Gulf of Mexico. Its balanced import and 
export trade also provides economical match-back opportunities and efficiencies. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Houston is the second-largest customs district in terms 
of the value of merchandise exports � $127 billion in 2012. Its large petrochemical refinery 
takes advantage of the port's container terminals to export large volumes of plastics and 
chemicals. Other containerized exports include machinery, food and drink, raw cotton, as well 
as standard backfill exports. Texas has been ranked No. 1 exporting state for the 11th year in a 
row. Exports for 2012 totaled $265 billion � a 5.4 percent increase from 2011 � and have 
outperformed overall U.S. exports, which only grew by 4.3 percent. In 2012, Texas' top 
exporting industries were petroleum and coal products, chemicals, computer and electronic 
products, non-electrical machinery, and transportation equipment.

Capital Improvement Projects

The Port Authority plans to undertake significant infrastructure improvements in the next few 
years to ensure that the Port of Houston can accommodate the advent of larger vessels and 
increased cargo resulting from the pending Panama Canal expansion in 2016, as well as the 
expected future demographic growth in the region.

Maintaining and improving efficiency at the public terminals through more modern facilities 
and equipment is essential to meeting one of our mandates � to promote and facilitate 
commerce to benefit not only our local partners, but also Texas and the nation.

For 2014, the Port Authority has identified capital improvement needs of about $325 million. 
Approximately $283 million relates to continuing development at Bayport and modernization 
at Barbours Cut, including railroad projects at Barbours Cut and channel development 
projects at both container terminals. Another $26 million will likely be used for concrete 
repair, wharf rehabilitation and other projects at the general cargo and bulk terminals in the 
Turning Basin area. The balance of the 2014 capital budget covers a variety of projects, 
including building renovations, information technology projects, fire department equipment, 
and port security improvements. Many of these projects, including any capital project or 
expenditure exceeding $50,000, are acted on by the Port Commission at its public meetings.



24 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston 25Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston

that of Texas grew 20.6 percent, while the nation's overall population rose just 9.7 percent. By 
2015, Houston's population will increase to 6.86 million, a 10 percent increase over 2012, 
predicts The Perryman Group. Texas' population is expected to rise approximately 8.8 percent 
between 2012 and 2015 to 28.46 million. Houston and Texas are anticipated to remain popular 
domestic and international relocation destinations, so the growth appears sustainable. With 
two-thirds of the state's population within a 300-mile radius, the Port of Houston offers a 
central location. The city is served by three Class I railroads, multiple interstates and major 
air-freight connections. Houston dominates cargo movement in the region, handling 70 
percent of all containerized cargo passing through the Gulf of Mexico. Its balanced import and 
export trade also provides economical match-back opportunities and efficiencies. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Houston is the second-largest customs district in terms 
of the value of merchandise exports � $127 billion in 2012. Its large petrochemical refinery 
takes advantage of the port's container terminals to export large volumes of plastics and 
chemicals. Other containerized exports include machinery, food and drink, raw cotton, as well 
as standard backfill exports. Texas has been ranked No. 1 exporting state for the 11th year in a 
row. Exports for 2012 totaled $265 billion � a 5.4 percent increase from 2011 � and have 
outperformed overall U.S. exports, which only grew by 4.3 percent. In 2012, Texas' top 
exporting industries were petroleum and coal products, chemicals, computer and electronic 
products, non-electrical machinery, and transportation equipment.

Capital Improvement Projects

The Port Authority plans to undertake significant infrastructure improvements in the next few 
years to ensure that the Port of Houston can accommodate the advent of larger vessels and 
increased cargo resulting from the pending Panama Canal expansion in 2016, as well as the 
expected future demographic growth in the region.

Maintaining and improving efficiency at the public terminals through more modern facilities 
and equipment is essential to meeting one of our mandates � to promote and facilitate 
commerce to benefit not only our local partners, but also Texas and the nation.

For 2014, the Port Authority has identified capital improvement needs of about $325 million. 
Approximately $283 million relates to continuing development at Bayport and modernization 
at Barbours Cut, including railroad projects at Barbours Cut and channel development 
projects at both container terminals. Another $26 million will likely be used for concrete 
repair, wharf rehabilitation and other projects at the general cargo and bulk terminals in the 
Turning Basin area. The balance of the 2014 capital budget covers a variety of projects, 
including building renovations, information technology projects, fire department equipment, 
and port security improvements. Many of these projects, including any capital project or 
expenditure exceeding $50,000, are acted on by the Port Commission at its public meetings.



26 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston 27Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston



26 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston 27Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston



29Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston28 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston



29Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston28 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston



31Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston30 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston



31Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston30 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

of Greater Houston



32 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston



32 Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 
of Greater Houston




