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a vital international link for entrepreneurs, businesses and entire industries
across the globe.
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RATHNA KUMAR Artistic Director SAMSKRITI SUNANDA NAIR Founder Director SUNANDA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

RATHNA KUMAR is an internationally renowned danseuse, 
teacher and choreographer, and the Founder-Director of the Anjali 
Center for Performing Arts, the first Indian dance school in Texas, 
established in 1975, and one of the first in the US.

An exponent of two major styles of Indian classical dance, Bharata 
Natyam and Kuchipudi, Rathna has learned her art from two 
great Gurus – Kalaimamani Smt. K. J. Sarasa and Padma Bhushan 
Dr. Vempati Chinna Satyam – and has the distinction of being the 
former’s very first student, and one of the latter’s first disciples. 
She had also briefly studied Abhinaya with Padma Bhushan  
Smt. Kalanidhi Narayanan.

Rathna has trained over 2000 students from different ethnic 
backgrounds from all over the US. She has been recognized by many 
organizations, such as the Young Audiences of Houston, Miller Theater 
Advisory Board, Texas Commission on the Arts, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and UNESCO’s International Dance Council, for being a 
true cultural ambassador of Indian performing arts in the US.

Her innovative illustrated book on Bharatanatyam fundamental 
techniques, ADAVU, is now in its third edition, and a sequel, Kuchipudi 
Adavu Samu is in print.

Samskriti, meaning ‘cultural tradition’ in Sanskrit, was established in 
1994 with the vision of uniting cultural traditions between the East 
and the West. By bringing the best of Indian fine arts from around 
the world to Houston audiences and by promoting cross-cultural 
programs involving Indian and American artists from different ethnic 
backgrounds in meaningful collaborations, Samskriti has more than 
amply fulfilled its mission in its twenty-three years of operation so far.

SUNANDA NAIR is the first student in India to earn a master’s 
degree in Mohiniattam. She was a student of Nalanda Nritya Kala 
Mahavidyalaya affiliated to the University of Mumbai from where she 
completed her Masters degree. She then joined the illustrious staff 
at Nalanda and was a lecturer at her alma mater for nine years till 
1999. She passed her Net exam, a UGC requirement to continue her 
lectureship at Nalanda. She is a leading exponent of Mohiniattam in 
the country today, a performer par excellence, teacher, choreographer 
and always a student of Mohiniattam under her illustrious Guru 
Padmabhushan Dr. Kanak Rele, who happens to be the first in the 
country to do a Ph.D in Mohiniattam.

Sunanda had her initial training in Bharatanatyam at the age of six 
and since then has given many performances in this style of dancing. 
She studied from masters like Kalaimamani Kadirvelu, Kalaimamani 
Mahalingam Pillai, Guru T.V.Sounderajan, Shri Dipak Majumdar, and 
Smt.Tejiswini Rao in Kattumanar Muthukumar Pillai’s bani. Other than 
Mohini Attam and Bharatnatyam, she has also had her initial training 
in Kathakali under Kalamandalam Krishnankutty Warrier and since 
then has performed important female roles.

She is also the Founder Director of Sunanda Performing Arts Center, 
(SPARC) in Houston which is currently in its 10th year of operation in 
the USA. At SPARC, the rich tradition of Indian Classical Dance is safely 
preserved, which will be evident to the performer and the viewer, 
who will experience the liberation and growth of righteousness, by 
manifesting the glory of God.

She is also the Founder Director of Srutilaya Institute of Fine Arts 
Mumbai a renowned institution, which trains students in both Mohini 
Attam and Bharatanatyam. 


