
energy.
education.
healthcare.
innovation.

PARTNERS IN PROGRESS
18th ANNUAL GALA
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th, 2017



*at time of printing.

WE THANK OUR 18th ANNUAL IACCGH GALA SPONSORS*

50,000 new cancer  
patients every year.  
1 new amateur astronaut.

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com

FIGHT CANCER

At Texas Oncology, our patients are as remarkable as our care. That’s why we do more than help them fight 

cancer; we treat every treatment like a breakthrough. With 420+ physicians, 175+ locations statewide and 

thousands of patients on clinical trials, we provide leading-edge care for more than 50,000 Texans every year  

— including extraordinary patients like Trent. With his cancer in remission, he’s advancing science in zero gravity. 

See his story at TexasOncology.com/Trent
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* * * I N S T A L L A T I O N * * *

Real change 
starts here
TechnipFMC is a new and dynamic force in energy.

We have the size, experience, and capabilities to 
transform the industry in pursuit of new possibilities 
and improved project economics. Our ability to innovate 
is testament to what’s possible when you shake off the 
bounds of convention.

We’re thought leaders, but we don’t just think – we act. 
Working closely with partners and clients, we leverage 
technologies, expertise, and innovation to deliver fresh 
thinking, streamlined decisions, and smarter results.

From concept to project delivery and beyond, we’re 
driving the change the oil and gas industry needs.

To not just imagine a better way, but to make it happen.

Discover more. 
TechnipFMC.com
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SALUTING A PROLIFIC PARTNERSHIP BUILDER

The Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston (IACCGH) has
helped promote commercial and economic ties between the Greater Houston
area and India by maximizing opportunity with its partners. The Chamber is
a vital international link for entrepreneurs, businesses and entire industries
across the globe.

Shell values its partnership with the IACCGH, and is proud to serve as a
sponsor for the 18th annual gala.

www.shell.us
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Dear friends,

I am very proud to join you for this year’s Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston’s annual gala.

For 18 years, the IACCGH has played an important role in advancing knowledge sharing, community, and strong 
economic and cultural ties between India and our great city of Houston. In less than two decades, the IACCGH has 
become recognized as one of the premier economic and cultural organizations in our region, serving as a convener 
for our community, incubator for ideas and catalyst for progress.

As we look to the future and the increasing integration of the world economy, the IACCGH’s work to promote diversity, 
strengthen ties and create opportunity will be even more important. I am very proud to be part of this effort.

Congratulations on another very successful gala.

Most sincerely,

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel 
CEO, LyondellBasell Industries

advancingpossible.com
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         August 26, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston  
18th Annual Gala 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
It is my pleasure to send greetings to you as you gather to enjoy the 2017 Indo-American Chamber 
of Commerce of Greater Houston's Annual Gala.  I am honored to have been the keynote speaker 
for the 2014 gala and join in spirit with those who are participating in this year’s celebration. This 
event rightly recognizes the important work being done by the chamber and the dynamic 
relationship between the U.S. and India. 
 
I would also like to congratulate the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston 
for supporting the success of its members, and entrepreneurialism, for the past eighteen years.  In 
2004, I founded the Senate India Caucus with then-Senator Hillary Clinton with the understanding 
of how important the U.S.-India relationship is to the preservation of democracy and freedom.  
The accomplishments of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston have 
strengthened this relationship. 
 
I am thankful for having the opportunity to represent the interests of Texans in the United States 
Senate, and I look forward to continuing to strengthen U.S.-India relations.  I wish you continued 
success in the years to come, and I hope you all enjoy yourselves tonight. 
 
 
Sincerely,                                                                                     

 
                                                                                                                          
 
JOHN CORNYN                                                                         
United States Senator                                                                         
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August 26, 2017 
 
 
To The Indo American Chamber of Commerce: 
 
On behalf of the Eighteenth Congressional District of Texas, I am pleased to extend my personal 
greetings to everyone gathered for the 18th Annual Indo American Chamber of Commerce Gala 
and Awards Banquet. This year’s theme “Progress through Partnership” being held on Saturday, 
August 26, 2017 in Houston, Texas. 
 
Your mission to facilitate commerce, provide access to the Indo-American market, be the voice of 
the Indo-American Business Community, and enable Greater Houston Professionals, Businesses, 
and Corporations to succeed is a noble and extraordinary mission that provides a strong economic 
partnership between the U.S. & India businesses. 
  
I want to applaud the commitment of your executive leadership, Board members, and the IACCGH 
membership for working with the people of Houston by providing them invaluable leadership 
development and training through your workshops and cultural exchanges. 
 
You should be commended for your dedication and commitment to Houston’s economic growth 
and opportunity for all businesses. Again, I applaud you on your 18th annual Gala and your work 
to grow businesses and to grow Houston. You deserve the commendation of the United States 
Congress. 
 

 
Sincerely,  


Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 
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 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis   Ellen R. Cohen   Dwight A. Boykins   Dave Martin   Steve Le   Greg Travis   Karla Cisneros 
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster   Larry V. Green   Mike Knox   David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie 
 
Controller:            Chris Brown 

 

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON   
 

 
 

Sylvester Turner 
 
Mayor 
 
 

P.O. Box 1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
Telephone – Dial 311 
www.houstontx.gov 
 

August 26, 2017 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 18th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 18 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India. 
 
Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city. 
 
Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city. 
 
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Welcome!

It gives me pleasure, as the County Judge of Harris County, to welcome 

you to the 18th Annual Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 

Houston Gala. Harris County is a much stronger community because it is 

home to the IACCGH.

An important resource for both the United States and India, the IACCGH 

plays a role in furthering commercial and economic relations between the 

two countries, establishing new partnerships and businesses, and conducting 

trade missions.

I’m proud of my long standing association with this fine group, and encourage 

everyone to enjoy the Gala.
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Chris DanielChris Daniel   
Harris County District Clerk 
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August 9, 2017	
 
 
Welcome Friends! 
 
 

As your District Clerk of Harris County—Administrator and Custodian of the court records, 
staff, and juries—I am proud and honored to once again join you in the annual Indo-American Chamber 
of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 
 

Since also a part of our international community (my own roots in the Netherlands), I have 
continued to expand access to passport processing centers across Houston and Harris County, with now 
six locations to service you—in addition to the usual post offices, etc.  Harris County is Global and we 
aim to cater to everyone coming and going through this wonderful part of Texas. 
 
 

We continue to expand translations and access to justice as the last of the courts convert to 
electronic courts.  This is primarily to meet a fundamental goal of this country’s Constitution: the door 
to justice shall be open to everyone. 
 
 

It is also of note that jury service amongst the chamber members has increased dramatically 
since 2009.  Overall, the percentage of citizens with origins in the Indo-Paki-Asian parts of the world 
has DOUBLED, indicating the enthusiasm that new citizens and their families have to perform their 
civic duty!  When you serve you not only add to the total justice system picture, you are saving us tax 
dollars too.  So thank you, Chamber Members!! 
 
 

Tonight I am honored to be with you, and to celebrate another fantastic Chamber Gala!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best, 

 
Chris Daniel 
Harris County District Clerk	

Chris DanielChris Daniel   
Harris County District Clerk 
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Since also a part of our international community (my own roots in the Netherlands), I have 
continued to expand access to passport processing centers across Houston and Harris County, with now 
six locations to service you—in addition to the usual post offices, etc.  Harris County is Global and we 
aim to cater to everyone coming and going through this wonderful part of Texas. 
 
 

We continue to expand translations and access to justice as the last of the courts convert to 
electronic courts.  This is primarily to meet a fundamental goal of this country’s Constitution: the door 
to justice shall be open to everyone. 
 
 

It is also of note that jury service amongst the chamber members has increased dramatically 
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Welcome Friends!

As your District Clerk of Harris County—Administrator and Custodian of the 
court records, staff, and juries—I am proud and honored to once again join you in 
the annual Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston.

Since also a part of our international community (my own roots in the 
Netherlands), I have continued to expand access to passport processing centers 
across Houston and Harris County, with now six locations to service you—in 
addition to the usual post offices, etc.  Harris County is Global and we aim to 
cater to everyone coming and going through this wonderful part of Texas.

We continue to expand translations and access to justice as the last of the courts 
convert to electronic courts.  This is primarily to meet a fundamental goal of this 
country’s Constitution: the door to justice shall be open to everyone.

It is also of note that jury service amongst the chamber members has increased 
dramatically since 2009.  Overall, the percentage of citizens with origins in the 
Indo-Paki-Asian parts of the world has DOUBLED, indicating the enthusiasm that 
new citizens and their families have to perform their civic duty!  When you serve 
you not only add to the total justice system picture, you are saving us tax dollars 
too.  So thank you, Chamber Members!!

Tonight I am honored to be with you, and to celebrate
another fantastic Chamber Gala!

August 26, 2017

The Annual Gala dinner of ICCGH has become an important feature 

in the civil and commercial life of Houston.The Chamber has come a 

long way since its’ humble beginnings and is today, an important hub 

for economic engagement and international business. Side by side, it 

has also fulfilled many of the objectives which it had set out for itself 

when it was founded and contributed to presently, on-going, dynamic 

convergence of USA and India.

I would like convey my good wishes your continued success and 

congratulate the organisers, members and well wishers for their hard 

work, dedications and support.

Ambassador (Retired)

Former Secretary (Economic Relations)

and Consulate General (Houston)

Rinzing Wangdi
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August 26, 2017

The growing Indian-American community in the Greater Houston Area is a 

shining example of blending the best of the Indian and American values and 

culture. The community has benefited from a far-sighted leadership that has 

guided its seamless integration with the larger American milieu.

The founders of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston 

had a vision to create a platform for a more significant role for Indian-Americans 

in the business and economic world.  Overtime, the Chamber has been nourished 

by the energy and commitment of its members comprising of both professionals 

and entrepreneurs.  In the fields of business, medical research and education the 

Chamber has had notable achievements.

Since my days as Consul General in Houston, I have been following the 

activities of IACCGH with great interest. On the occasion of the annual Gala, 

I wish the Chamber and its members all success in their future endeavours.

Ambassador (Retired)

Skand Ranjan Tayal

August 26, 2017

It has been a privilege to have been associated with IACCGH in Houston in 

its formative years and to see its impressive growth as one of the most active 

economic Chambers in Houston.

The fact that the Chamber is responsive to suggestions for improvement and 

positive change is also worthy of appreciation. In this context, I recall my 

discussions with the Chamber in my capacity as Advisor of the need to provide 

a more prominent role to women. Within a short period, IACCGH inducted 

several women members into the Board and enhanced programs to benefit 

women professionals and entrepreneurs.

I am further pleased to note the Chamber’s efforts in reaching out to the 

younger generation to engage them in the Chamber’s activities. The Business 

of Medicine Series launched by the Chamber is of particular relevance in 

building healthcare bridges between Houston and India.

My best wishes to IACCGH and

all our friends in Houston.

Ambassador (Retired)

Shashishekhar M Gavai
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INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Delhi Office: PHD House, 4th Floor, Room No. 403, 4/2 Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi – 110016 
Tel: +91-11-65153730 / 26518201 

 
Regd. Office: 1-C, Vulcan Insurance Building, Veer Nariman Road, Churchgate, Mumbai – 400 020, INDIA 

Tel.: +91-22-22821413 / 22836340, E-mail: ho@iaccindia.com, Website: www.iaccindia.com 
CIN: U74999MH1968GAP014120 
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Atul Vyas
Executive Director

Mr. Allen Richards        August 07, 2017
President, IACCGH

Greetings from Indo-American Chamber of Commerce, (IACC).India

We are pleased to know that IACCGH is organizing its 18th Annual GALA. Our 
associations share a close bond spanning over a decade, where we have provided our 
respective platforms for promotion of bilateral trade, interaction with Policy Makers and 
Industry leaders. 

IACCGH, has been one of the greatest supporters of IACC, and have been leading 
delegations to our major Conferences. You have also hosted our delegations whenever 
they visited Houston. 

We express our thanks to our friend Mr. Jagdip Ahluwalia, Executive Director of IACCGH 
who has been able to take our mutual relationship from strength to strength. 

IACC is organizing its Economic Summit in New Delhi on September 14th and 15th 2017. 
Themed “Indo US Relations: Dimensions and Emerging Trends “ 

We are also organizing our Annual Convention, on September 18th and 19th 2017 at 
Mumbai. The Theme being “Taking the US India Economic Relations to the Next Level” and 
would be addressed by Policy makers from the Centre as well as the State of Maharashtra. 
And Industry leaders. 

We would welcome a Delegation led by IACCGH to these events
and join us in sharing business opportunities in India and Houston.

Meanwhile best wishes from IACC
for a Grand and successful GALA.

Atul Vyas

	
	
 
July 12, 2017 
 
 
It is my pleasure to greet you all and join everyone in celebration of the 18th Annual 
IACCGH Gala. As founding President of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Houston, I am happy to see that our Chamber is continuing to serve the 
community under the leadership of Allen Richards.  
 
Our organization has always strived toward community excellence. IACCGH has 
empowered Indo-American businesses within the Greater Houston area and promoted 
our region as a promising environment for economic development. IACCGH is united 
with the Indo-American communities towards its pursuit of excellence and civic service 
through the many programs and events it offers. IACCGH has hosted distinguished 
lectures from key personnel such as former Ambassador Richard Verma, Ambassador 
Rinzing Wangdi, Investor Neil Bush, CEO of LyondellBasell Bob Patel, CEO of Wood 
Group Michele McNichol, President of HMSDC Ingrid Robinson, UH Chancellor Dr. 
Renu Khator, and Consul General of India Dr. Anupam Ray who spoke to our 
community to give their insight and experiences.   
 
The interaction between India and the US has increased over the years thanks to both 
communities. IACCGH aims to bring these business-minded people together from both 
sides.  
 
Every year, this great event allows us to encourage and recognize achievements and 
excellence within our community. I would like to commend all members, including 
Officers, Directors, fellow advisors, and my dear friend in particular, Jagdip Ahluwalia, 
for the work they have accomplished. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Durga D. Agrawal 
Founding President, IACCGH 
President, Piping Technology & Products Inc. 
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August 26, 2017 
 

 
 
Dear Members, Friends and Supporters of the Indo-American Chamber: 
 

Baylor College of Medicine salutes you as you celebrate another successful year for the 
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 

The occasion of your 18th annual gala is a great opportunity to reflect on the Chamber’s 
accomplishments as a catalyst for international collaboration and business growth.  
 

Like the Chamber, Baylor embraces entrepreneurship and innovation. The community we 
serve is inclusive and global in scope. Your institution and ours share common values and goals. 
 

As President, CEO and Executive Dean of Baylor College of Medicine, I look forward to 
our continued partnership in advancing healthcare in the year ahead. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 

Paul Klotman, M.D.  
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Dear Members, Friends and Supporters of the Indo-American Chamber:

Baylor College of Medicine salutes you as you celebrate another successful year 
for the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston.

The occasion of your 18th annual gala is a great opportunity to reflect on the 
Chamber’s accomplishments as a catalyst for international collaboration and 
business growth.

Like the Chamber, Baylor embraces entrepreneurship and innovation. The 
community we serve is inclusive and global in scope. Your institution and ours 
share common values and goals.

As President, CEO and Executive Dean of Baylor College of Medicine, I look 
forward to our continued partnership in advancing healthcare in the year ahead.
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 August 26, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Dear IACCGH Members and Friends:  
 
 
 On behalf of the four UH System universities, it is 
with great pride that I salute the Indo-American Chamber 
of Commerce of Greater Houston on the occasion of its 
Eighteenth Anniversary, and congratulate it on its 
mission of enriching the city’s fabric of life, while 
promoting commercial, cultural, and educational bonds 
between the United States and India.   
 
 In less than two decades, IACCGH has become the 
indispensable link that brings our community together, 
making it possible for all of us to celebrate the shared 
traditions, experiences, and history that guide and inform 
our daily lives, both spiritually and professionally. 
 
 The four UH System universities ‒ University of Houston, UH-Clear Lake, UH-
Downtown and UH-Victoria ‒ enroll 2,028 students from India, in addition to many 
hundreds of Indo-American students who reside in our region.  These four institutions 
benefit from the extraordinary philanthropy of successful Indian and Indo-American 
alumni, many of whom are here this evening.  At the University of Houston, the UH 
System’s flagship, tier-one campus, their generosity has made possible, among others, the 
India Studies Program and the construction of a Multi-Disciplinary Research and 
Engineering Building, a spectacular facility that opened recently.    
 
 It is a distinct privilege and honor – and one that I personally cherish and treasure – 
to continue serving on IACCGH’s Board of Advisors, helping it accomplish its principal 
mission of advancing our great city and our region.  
 
  With warm regards, 
 
 
 
  Renu Khator 
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Dear IACCGH Members and Friends:

On behalf of the four UH System universities, it is with great pride that I salute the Indo-American 
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston on the occasion of its Eighteenth Anniversary, and 
congratulate it on its mission of enriching the city’s fabric of life, while promoting commercial, 
cultural, and educational bonds between the United States and India.

In less than two decades, IACCGH has become the indispensable link that brings our community 
together, making it possible for all of us to celebrate the shared traditions, experiences, and 
history that guide and inform our daily lives, both spiritually and professionally.

The four UH System universities ‒ University of Houston, UH-Clear Lake, UH-Downtown and 
UH-Victoria ‒ enroll 2,028 students from India, in addition to many hundreds of Indo-American 
students who reside in our region. These four institutions benefit from the extraordinary 
philanthropy of successful Indian and Indo-American alumni, many of whom are here this 
evening. At the University of Houston, the UH System’s flagship, tier-one campus, their 
generosity has made possible, among others, the India Studies Program and the construction 
of a Multi-Disciplinary Research and Engineering Building, a spectacular facility that opened 
recently.

It is a distinct privilege and honor – and one that I personally cherish and treasure – to continue 
serving on IACCGH’s Board of Advisors, helping it accomplish its principal mission of 
advancing our great city and our region.

August 15, 2017

On the 70th anniversary of 

India’s Independence, IACCGH 

congratulates Texas and India 

on the historic occasion of the 

first US Oil shipment to India.

The Indian flag flies high at Port Freeport
in Texas as MTS SPARTO departs for India
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Honorable 
Dr. Anupam Ray  
Consul General of India

Dr. Durga Agrawal
President & CEO, Piping 
Technology & Products

Mr. Robert E. Beauchamp
Chairman & CEO,  
BMC Software

Mr. Vijay Goradia
Chairman, Vinmar 
International Ltd

Mr. Paul Hamilton
President & CEO,
pH Technologies, LLC

Dr. Renu Khator
President & Chancellor, 
University of Houston System
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Leading the Chamber 

this year was a deeply 

rewarding and enriching 

experience for me. We 

hosted a spectrum of 

successful events that 

brought the city, the 

business community and our members closer for an 

economically stronger Houston. It has been a truly 

remarkable experience that I will not forget. Here are 

a few highlights of an incredible year…

“Make in India” conference. A one day program, 

where a distinguished panel highlighted the 

tremendous opportunities in India and urged US 

companies to be part of India’s success story!

Gender bias, work life balance and leadership in the 

workplace are issues of particular importance and 

our all-Women Executive Panel tackled them head 

on in the “Business of Medicine” series.

The “founding father of the Chamber” and a true 

diplomat who sought to bring about a deeper  

relationship between the US and India, Former 

Consul General Rinzing Wangdi was our honored 

Guest at the Distinguished Lecture Series. 

Houston’s top cop Art Acevedo delivered a strong 

message about “relational policing” and his efforts 

to build a rapport of trust with the community. Our 

efforts to reach out to the next generation of young 

professionals could be seen in our Young Minds 

Panel organized by Narayan Bhargava. The panel 

dispensed some practical advice from looking for a 

job to becoming an entrepreneur.

Our biggest event of the year is our Gala which 

draws some of the most influential names in the 

business. This year, our Keynote Speaker is Bob 

Patel, CEO and Chairman of the Management 

Board, LyondellBasell. Brilliant and astute, articulate 

and impressively down to earth – Bob displays a 

visionary wisdom and the traits of a true leader.

The Chamber is always striving to find ways we can be 

the catalyst in strengthening US-India relationships 

and in turn connecting to Houstonians. The fact 

that we are 18 years old and gaining momentum 

every year speaks of the strong commitment our past 

Presidents and the Board of Members have shown. I 

thank each one of them for all their efforts in making 

this Chamber what it is today and for helping make 

my tenure as your President, successful.

It would be amiss if I didn’t appreciate and thank 

our Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia for his 

passion, dedication and commitment for the 

Chamber’s work. 

Please join me in welcoming Swapan as our next 

President for 2018.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT,
ALLEN RICHARDS

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
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Houston exemplifies 

diversity and inclusion 

and when people 

and ideas from 

diverse backgrounds 

come together, the 

convergence makes for 

one great city. 

Our early years also drove home the importance 

of diversity and inclusion if we were to make 

a meaningful impact in promoting Houston’s 

economic growth. This thought process has 

served as a blueprint for our endeavors.  Today, we 

reflect diversity and inclusion in our membership, 

partners and events.

Our Advisors, Directors and members come from 

all walks of life cutting across ethnic backgrounds, 

professions and age groups and this multiplicity 

of people, thought, and experience has made the 

Chamber the force that it is today. 

We work with economic agencies and other 

Chambers of Commerce such as the Greater Houston 

Partnership to provide our members a pipeline 

to better business opportunities. To drive greater 

economic diversity, we invite speakers who educate 

our members on Minority Certification and Supplier 

Diversity opportunities. Our resource partners 

include the US Small Business Administration, 

Women’s Business Enterprise Alliance, Houston 

Minority Supplier Development Council and others. 

The impact of each resource partner on expanding 

business needs is gratifying.

Our Women Mean Business Series and Women in 

Medicine Series tackle real workplace issues including 

gender diversity and what women in positions of 

power can do to encourage a diverse organization.

We engage leaders and Board Members of over 30 

local organizations and economic development 

agencies allowing a networking platform for 

our members and guests. Partnering with other 

organizations has fostered business collaboration 

and several success stories have emerged from 

these partnerships.

The diversity of our membership is on full display 

at every one of our events, particularly at our 

Annual Gala. We are an inclusive Chamber and 

membership is open to anybody who believes in 

our mission of promoting economic growth in the 

Greater Houston region.

I thank all our supporters, members and the Board 

for their valuable contribution in making IACCGH 

what it is today and look forward to your continued 

support. I would like to make a special mention of 

Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray who has been a 

pillar of encouragement for the work we do.

SINCERELY,
JAGDIP AHLUWALIA

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Houston has always 

had an entrepreneurial 

mindset and a diverse 

culture which has been 

its greatest strength 

and the reason for its 

dynamic development. It 

is this environment that 

attracted a great many Indo Americans who came, 

saw and made Houston their home. The community 

established businesses or rose through the ranks 

in corporations to be highly successful in their 

respective fields of endeavor. 

We developed our cultural and religious 

organizations but lacked a voice for the business 

community. The birth of the Chamber in 1999 

sought to fulfil this need and the organization has, 

over the years, grown from strength to strength in 

connecting, educating and helping Houston’s Indo 

American business community.

My association with the Chamber goes back to 

2004 when I was introduced to the Chamber as a 

participant in an event which eventually evolved to 

a Membership and attendee to various events and 

eventually as a Director since 2011.  My involvement 

in this capacity gave me a ringside view of the many 

ways the organization impacts businesses and the 

tremendous work that goes on behind the scenes to 

make it effective. 

A smart working and passionate Board of Directors, 

the constant leadership of Executive Director Jagdip 

Ahluwalia, the support of the community, the 

dedicated office staff and generous sponsors have not 

only made our work possible but impactful.  I take 

this opportunity to thank each one of you for all you 

do for the Chamber. 

As I walk in the footsteps of the Chamber Past 

Presidents, I am honored and privileged as an 

individual and a business owner to lead this 

organization in 2018. I seek your support and input 

on how better the Chamber can assist you and be 

relevant to your needs. I will continue to pursue 

our mission, programs and events that bring the 

community together and encourage connectivity 

between our members. 

I strongly believe in the 4i’s - Imagination, 

Innovation, Implementation and India. The 

adherence and passion to each of the above has 

empowered me. Each of you has a personal story 

about how destiny chose you to come to this 

country but together we can make a difference in 

the community we live in. I seek your glad tidings to 

make the voice of this Chamber a reckoning force in 

Houston and Texas. 

THANK YOU,
SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN

FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT
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CHITRANJAN “AKU” PATEL | An immigrant 
from Kenya, Aku completed his undergrad 
Degree in Electrical Engineering in 
1975 in U. K. and an MBA from Cornell 
University in 1979. Aku Patel’s business, 
Karat 22 Jewelers was started by his wife 
Meena Patel on Hillcroft in 1983. The 
Patels,with support from partner Sunil 
Patel and children Anant & Rachna, have 

since expanded with 3 branches in New York. They are well 
recognized in the jewelry industry in the United States. Besides 
specializing in 22 karat gold jewelry and high quality diamond 
jewelry they are also authorized distributors of well known Swiss 
watch brands like ROLEX, TAG HEUER, RADO, fine gift line of 
LLADRO porcelain from Spain, SWAROVSKI crystal products 
from Austria and MONT BLANC writing instruments and leather 
goods from Germany. The company was awarded the South Asian 
Chamber of Commerce fastest growing company in 1989 and 
awarded Minority retail firm of the year at Minority Enterprise 
Development Week 2009. Long time resident of Houston, he is 
actively involved in community affairs and supported various 
Indo American Charities like ICC, India House, IACF, Pratham 
and Magic Bus. A board member of BAPS Fellowship Services 
and currently leads the community outreach activities at BAPS 
Houston. With IACCGH, he has been responsible for participating 
in the Public Safety meetings at the Houston Police Department, 
on behalf of Mahatma Gandhi District of Hillcroft / Harwin.

NARAYAN BHARGAVA | Narayan 
graduated from the University of Texas at 
Austin in 2010. He received a degree in 
Finance and the esteemed Business Honors 
Program (BHP) from the McCombs School 
of Business. He currently serves as the 
Business Development Officer for The SDB 
Group. SDB is involved in several different 
facets of the oil and gas industry from 

manufacturing to distribution to exploration. During his time at 
SDB, Narayan leads international and domestic expansion and 
market development covering North America, Africa, and Asia. 
He also currently serves as president of two SDB subsidiaries and 
director of another. In addition, Narayan is the treasurer, regional 
VP, and youngest director for the National Association of Steel 
Pipe Distributors (NASPD). He also serves as Fundraising Chair 
for the Financial Analyst Program (FAP) Advisory Council, the 
steering committee for the academic program at the McCombs 
School of Business. In addition to serving on the Chamber Board , 
he is a Director for the Houston Chapter of Magic Bus, an activity 
based charity which helps children transition out of Indian slums 
to become socially responsible members of society.

DIRECTORS

KAREN FRANCIS | M.Sc., M.B.A. is Project 
Director, Global Academic Programs at The 
University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer 
Center (UTMDACC). She is responsible 
for initiating, evaluating, developing, 
and implementing multiple international 
partnerships, projects and programs. She 
was instrumental in the development of 
UTMDACC’s first international affiliation 

in Madrid, Spain and other Sister Institution affiliations. She 
evaluated, organized, managed and directed other international 
academic collaborative projects and programs with sister 
institutions and other global partners. Her large portfolio 
includes global academic partnerships in Brazil, Chile, India, 
Peru, and Turkey. She has worked closely with the leadership 
of the IACCGH in leading a MD Anderson delegation (which 
included Dr. John Mendelsohn) to India for an official visit and 

SANJAY RAMABHADRAN | Sanjay  
Ramabhadran is a Partner at INVICUS, an 
infrastructure consulting form specializing 
in planning, engineering, construction / 
program management in the transportation, 
aviation and water sectors. He serves on the 
Board of the Houston region’s Metropolitan 
Transit Authority (METRO). He has served in 
senior executive/ board roles at global and 

regional firms providing public infrastructure consulting services. 
Sanjay was honored as a 2012 Ten Outstanding Young American 
by the US Jaycees and previously as one of Five Outstanding 
Young Houstonians and Texans His civic engagement has 
included serving on/as Chairman – Leadership Houston, Director 
– Texas Lyceum, Steering Committee Member – Houston Plan, 
Senior Fellow – American Leadership Forum, City of Houston 
– Buildings & Standards Commission, Chairperson – Houston 
Mayor’s International Trade & Development Council (South 
Asia),Connecting Communities Initiative at Rice University’s Kinder 
Institute, Greater Houston Partnership’s Public Safety Task Force, 
Advisory Council – Houston Arts Alliance, IACCGH President & 
IAPAC and the Board of the Indo-American Charity Foundation. A 
graduate of BITS- Pilani and Texas A&M University, he was selected 
as an ASIA 21 Young Leader, he was a delegate to Asia Society’s 
2010 Global Asia 21 Leadership Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia.

was responsible for the initial academic partnerships in India, 
facilitating the first Sister Institution Agreement with the Tata 
Memorial Centre in Mumbai in 2003. She continues to seek out 
new academic partnerships and other opportunities in India. She 
is responsible for the coordination of the annual Global Academic 
Programs Conference which includes attendees from some 20 
countries and more than 30 international academic/research/
hospital institutions.

ASHOK GARG | Ashok holds a B.S degree 
in Mechanical Engineering and an M.S. 
degree in Industrial Engineering. He moved 
to Houston in 1967 and worked with 
Houston Lighting and Power Company. In 
1984, he started his own company, Allied 
Exports, Inc. which exports recyclable 
waste materials. The company proved 
to be extremely successful as well as 

environmentally friendly. Ashok joined the IACCGH Board 
in 2010 and served as its Treasurer. He is at the forefront of 
community activities and is a vocal advocate for literacy. He was 
Past President of Rotary’s Memorial Spring Branch where he 
launched a fund raising program which raised over $100,000 
towards the Club’s literacy and scholarship program. He also 
served on the Board for Literacy Advance of Houston. In 2007, he 
partnered with several community leaders to start Club 24 which 
provides mentoring to the next generation of entrepreneurs. He 
supports BAPS, sits on the Board of India House and the Board 
of Trustees for the Hindu Worship Society Temple. During his 
tenure, the temple was renovated, idol installed and priest hired.

TARUSH ANAND, SECRETARY
Tarush is a business litigation attorney. He 
obtained his bachelor’s and law degrees 
from the University of Houston. He is a 
shareholder (partner) at the law firm of 
Brown Sims. The firm has offices spanning 
the Gulf Coast, in Houston, Lafayette, 
New Orleans, Gulfport, and Miami. Tarush 
represents businesses—ranging from 

small businesses to Fortune 500 companies—in litigation in 
state and federal courts across the country. He was awarded an 
AV Preeminent® Peer Review rating from Martindale-Hubbell®, 
and he has been selected for inclusion on the list of Texas Super 
Lawyers Rising Stars for the past five years. Outside of work, 
Tarush is passionate about animal welfare and rescue. He is 
involved in a family-run animal rescue organization called Tyson’s 
Pals, named in memory of Tarush’s late animal companion. He 
also enjoys traveling, photography, and playing golf.

RAJIV BHAVSAR, TREASURER
Rajiv Bhavsar has been an active member of 
the Chamber since 1999. He completed his 
B.Sc and M.Sc from Gujarat having majored 
in Mathematics with a minor in Statistics. He 
came to the US in 1991 and started out as a 
Personal Banker with Bank United, went on 
to become a Branch Manager, VP Lending, 
with United Central Bank and is currently 

the Senior VP Lending, at the Wallis State Bank. He is a familiar 
face at many community activities and has served as ICC Director 
from 2003 as well as served two terms as Treasurer and Secretary. 
He was the President of ICC in 2012. He volunteers at BAPS, is 
an Advisory Director to the IBN Sina Foundation and is involved 
with the International Hindi Association, SEWA and the Gujarati 
Samaj of Houston. He also conducts several seminars and training 
programs on Leadership and Marketing. He believes in using his 
knowledge and professional skills in helping nonprofits grow.

ALLEN RICHARDS, PRESIDENT
A Graduate of the University of Washington 
and Navy Veteran, Allen has worked in 
the airline industry for over 27 years. He 
started as a Sales Representative with 
Northwest Airlines in Chicago in 1982. 
Since then he has gone on to work for 
American Airlines, China Airlines and 
Continental Airlines. Currently he works 

in the Asia Pacific Onshore Sales Group for United Airlines. 
In addition to the airline industry Allen has worked in sales 
for Fortune 500 companies including Bell and Howell and 
GE Capital. His passions include, assisting his wife in her 
involvement with animal rescue, golfing, cycling, Indian cuisine 
and Asian art.

SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN,
PRESIDENT ELECT
Swapan holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in Commerce from Bombay 
University, a Master’s in Cost Accountancy 
from Kolkata and has over 10 years of 
work experience in India. He located to 
Houston in 1999 and worked with a CPA 
firm. In 2004 he started his own practice 

EXECUTIVE TEAM

JAGDIP AHLUWALIA,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jagdip is the Founding Secretary of the 
IACCGH and currently serves as Executive 
Director. He has worked actively at 
forging alliances with other chambers and 
economic agencies in Houston and India. 
A graduate of Leadership Houston and 
American Leadership and an engineering 

degree from the Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, India, 
Jagdip has over 30 years of teaching, manufacturing, business 
management and consulting experience. He is the immediate 
past chair of the Mayor’s International Trade Council for South 
Asia (MITDC). He was also recognized by the Greater Dallas 
Indo American Chamber and honored with their Outstanding 
Leadership Award for his role in forming the Alliance of Indo 
American Chambers in the US. In April 2014, Jagdip was 
honored at the Greater Houston Procurement Breakfast and in 
January 2015 by India Culture Center for his tireless advocacy 
for business in, for and with Houston.

JOYA SHUKLA,  
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Joya Shukla has served Shell over fifteen 
years leading projects in the commercial, 
manufacturing and technical aspects of 
the downstream business, most recently as 
the Subsea Projects GoM(Gulf of Mexico) 
Manager responsible for delivering a $200 
million portfolio. Prior key responsibilities 

include business planning and margin analysis for Shell’s North 
American refineries, managing a $500 million capital budget 
for Criterion catalysts overseeing eight manufacturing plants, 
and a risk management role as a Compliance Manager. She 
also led the clean fuels program for reducing sulfur per EPA 
regulations, publishing papers in the Americas. Joya received 
her Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the 
University of South Carolina Honors College and Masters 
of Business Administration, Concentration in Finance from 
Louisiana State University. She is also the Houston ISD Liaison 
for Lanier Middle School, and recently was selected to be a 
part of Class XXXV for Leadership Houston. Having served the 
Chamber as a Director, Secretary, President Elect and President, 
Joya has developed a special passion for supplier diversity and 
workforce development initiatives that enrich and empower 
businesses in Houston and India. 

– M.D. & Associates LLP which expanded to Dallas in 2005 and 
Spring in 2008. An active member of the community, Swapan 
served as Director of ICC since 2007, Vice President in 2009 and 
President in 2010. He is presently a Trustee with ICC. He also 
champions several causes and is key advisor to organizations 
such as the Foundation for India Studies, International Hindi 
Association, Indian Muslim Association of Greater Houston, 
Hindus of Greater Houston and SEWA International. He has 
been the Director and Treasurer with the IACCGH for the 
last three years. He lives in Sugar Land with wife Pallavi and 
daughter Eesha.
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2003-042001-021999-2001

Ashoke NathDr. Durga Agrawal Deepa Thakur

2007-08 2010-112008-09 2011

2002-03

S. Mona ParikhMadhukar PrasadBrij KathuriaDr. Atul Varadhachary

Ashok Shah

WE THANK OUR PRESIDENTS
FOR THEIR SERVICE AND CONTINUED SUPPORT

2012

Ajit Thakur

BUILDING BLOCKS ON WHICH YOUR CHAMBER STANDS

2005-062004-05

Somesh SinghDr. Randhir Sinha

2013 2014 2015 20172016

2006 2006-07

Pankaj Dhume Ashok Garg Allen RichardsJoya ShuklaSanjay Ramabhadran 

H.P. Bhagat Subroto Mukerji

28 | IACCGH 2017 29 | IACCGH 2017



Y
E

A
R

S
 

O
F

 G
A

L
A

I N D O-A M E R I C A N
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF GREATER HOUSTON

CONNECTIVITY
Community and business leaders, elected officials, major sponsors and supporters of 

the Chamber gathered at the foyer of the Hilton Americas for a small pre-gala private 

reception prior to the main program. President Joya Shukla and Executive Director 

Jagdip Ahluwalia welcomed the gathering and thanked them for their support and 

encouragement and for making the Chamber “the power it is today.” Keynote Speaker 

Bruce Culpepper and several elected officials mingled with the attendees while Consul 

General Dr. Anupam Ray presented plaques of appreciation to the Chamber’s major 

sponsors. Renowned flautist Anis Chandani weaved through the gathering adding 

another element to the evening’s elegance.
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2016 HONOREES
The Chamber recognized the 

outstanding professional and public 

service achievements of community 

members. Lifetime Achievement 

Awards were presented to Marvin 

Odum - Past President, Shell;  

Dr. John Mendelsohn - Past President, 

MD Anderson Cancer Center; 

Richard Huebner - Past President, 

HMSDC. 2016 awards were presented 

to Bob Patel - CEO, LyondellBasell,  

Abeezar Tyebji - Founder of Shipcom 

Wireless, Revati Puranik - Global 

CFO,  Worldwide Oilfield Machine 

and Malisha Patel - COO of Memorial 

Hermann, Sugar Land.

BOB PATEL 
BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

RICHARD HUEBNER 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

ABEEZAR TYEBJI
ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR

Dr. JOHN MENDELSOHN
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

MALISHA PATEL 
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

MARVIN ODUM
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

REVATI PURANIK
WOMAN ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR
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CONNECTIVITY. INNOVATION.
A record turnout of 750 of Houston’s business leaders marked the 17th Annual 

IACCGH Gala held at the Hilton Americas. Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray and 

elected officials joined businessmen, entrepreneurs and professionals including a  

30 member delegation of executives from public sector companies in India to celebrate 

the Chamber’s accomplishments and honor outstanding members of the community.

The presence of several elected officials including Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, 

Congressman Al Green, Congressman Pete Olson, Secretary of State Carlos Cascos, 

State Representative Gene Wu, Judge Ed Emmett, Mayor Sylvester Turner, Council 

member Jack Christie, District Clerk Chris Daniel and City Controller Chris Brown 

added to the high level of networking.

Gala underwriter Wallis State Bank’s CEO Asif Dakri stated that their bank was the 

number one US Small Business Administration Lender in the Houston region for 

the last two years and credited part of their success to partnering with organizations 

like the Chamber.

IACCGH BOARD
L to R: Narayan Bhargava, 
Tarush Anand, Karen 
Francis, Aku Patel, Sanjay 
Ram, Jagdip Ahluwalia, 
Allen Richards, Rajiv 
Bhavsar, Swapan 
Dhairyawan, Ashok Garg, 
Joya Shukla

President Joya Shukla spotlighted the Chamber’s 

International Student Summer Internship 

initiative and its success. The launch of the 

new Business of Medicine Series will allow  

the Chamber to focus on building bridges of 

Healthcare between the largest medical center in the 

world and India.

Speaking about the growing alliance between the US 

and India, Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray stated 

that India and the US are similar for upholding values 

like diversity, inclusion, competition, meritocracy 

and rule of law and business with India is essentially 

“doing business with a country that is more like the 

US than many countries in the world.”

Keynote Speaker Bruce Culpepper, President, 

Shell USA termed the longstanding relationship 

between the Chamber and Shell “symbiotic” 

characterized by mutual need and mutual benefit. 

Shell, he continued, looked for opportunities to 

be actively engaged with the community, to learn 

and transform those learnings back into Shell 

creating, in the process, a “positive ripple” across 

the organization.

Emphasizing the power of diversity and the role it plays 

in success, President Elect Allen Richards promised to 

continue the Chamber’s mission of bringing together 

“a diversity of skills, businesses and cultures” and 

fostering strong community relationships.
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LEFT PAGE
Top Left: Keynote Speaker, 
Bruce Culpepper
Top Right: Consul General 
Dr. Anupam Ray
Center Right: Mayor 
Sylvester Turner with 
Congressman Pete Olson
Bottom Left: Joya Shukla
Bottom Right: Jagdip 
Ahluwalia

RIGHT PAGE
Top Left: Asif Dakri
Top Right: Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett
Center Left: Congressman 
Al Green
Center Right: Peter Brown, 
Congresswoman Sheila 
Jackson Lee and Dr. Suresh 
Khator
Bottom Left: President 
Allen Richards
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LEFT PAGE
Top: Indian delegation, 
Center Left: Amiya Ghosh
Center Right: Ishya Kachru
Center: Flautist Anis 
Chandani
Bottom: MD Anderson 
guests

RIGHT PAGE
Top: Shell attendees
Bottom: Gala Head Table
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2012
Ambassador
H.E. Arun K Singh 
Chief Guest
Jim Compton
Keynote Speaker

2013
Consul General
Honorable P. Harish
Keynote Speaker 

Robert E Beauchamp
Keynote Speaker

20012000 2002 2003

Ambassador
H.E. Lalit Mansingh
Chief Guest

Michael Capellas, 
CEO & President, Compaq
Keynote Speaker

Ambassador
H.E. Naresh Chandra
Chief Guest

Shatrughan Sinha
Chief Guest

Dr. Katy Dinshaw
President TMC, Mumbai
Special Guest

Ambassador 
H.E. Lalit Mansingh
Chief Guest &  
Keynote Speaker

2008 2009
Jason Few
Reliant Energy
Keynote Speaker

2011
Ambassador
H.E. Nirupama Rao 
Chief Guest
Keynote Speaker

Consul General
Sanjiv Arora
Chief Guest

Consul General
S.M. Gavai
Chief Guest

Judge Ed Emmett
Keynote Speaker

HONORABLE CHIEF GUESTS AND KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

2004

Vijay Amritraj
Keynote Speaker

Dr. John Mendelsohn
Special Guest

2014 2015 20172016
US Senator 
John Cornyn
Keynote Speaker 

Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett
Chief Guest

US Ambassador to India 
Honorable
Richard R. Verma
Keynote Speaker

CEO and Chairman of 
the Management Board, 
LyondellBasell
Bob Patel
Keynote Speaker

President, Shell USA
Bruce Culpepper
Keynote Speaker

2005 2006 2007

Shashi Tharoor
Chief Guest

Ambassador
H.E. Ronen Sen
Chief Guest

Paul Hamilton
Keynote Speaker

US Senator
John Cornyn

Ambassador
H.E. Ronen Sen
Chief Guest

Congressman
Tom Delay

Houston Mayor
Bill White
Keynote Speaker
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JANIECE LONGORIA
ECONOMIC IMPACT
CHAIRMAN, PORT HOUSTON
ACCEPTING ON BEHALF OF PORT HOUSTON

Janiece M. Longoria has served as the 
Chairman of the Port Authority since 
she was unanimously appointed by the 
City of Houston and Harris County Jan. 
8, 2013.  Ms. Longoria chairs the Port 
Commission’s Audit Committee and 
serves on the Governance Committee and 
Pension and Benefits Committee. She also 
created the Citizens Advisory Council 
to foster open communication between 
communities in and around the Port of 
Houston and the Port Commission.

Ms. Longoria is an honors graduate of the 
University of Texas and received her J.D. 
from the University of Texas School of 
Law in 1979. She is on the board of two 
public companies, CenterPoint Energy, 
Inc. and Superior Energy Services, Inc., 
both based in Houston. She is a member 
of the University of Texas System Board 
of Regents. She previously served on 
the board and held the position of Vice 
Chairman. She is a former board member 
of the University of Texas Investment 
Management Company.

She is active in many non-profit 
organizations. Ms. Longoria currently 
serves on the board of directors of 
the University of Texas Law School 

Foundation, the Greater Houston 
Partnership and the Texas Medical 
Center and the Board of Visitors of the 
UT MD Anderson Cancer Center.

Ms. Longoria has received numerous 
honors and recognitions for her 
community and board service, including 
the Distinguished Alumnus Award for 
the University of Texas, the Sandra Day 
O’Connor Award for Board Excellence, 
the Female Executive of the Year Award 
from the Houston Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce (2010) and has been 
recognized as a “breakthrough woman” 
and was inducted into the Hall of Fame 
by the Greater Houston Women’s 
Chamber of Commerce.
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DR. MARIE GORADIA
IMPACT ON HUMANITY

We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.  
–Winston Churchill.

As a teenager, Marie recalls standing 
on her balcony in India and being 
surrounded by poverty. “The problem 
is too big. I am never going to be able to 
change anything,” she thought. Little did 
she know that one day she would play a 
tiny role in the solution.

Marie grew up in a village in India with 
wonderful parents who told her she could 
achieve anything if she worked hard 
enough. At 18 she lost her hero, her Father 
to a heart attack. Instead of falling apart, 
she was determined to walk in her Father’s 
footsteps and live life to the fullest.

She was one of four women selected by 
the Bhabha Atomic Research Center in 
Mumbai and soon became a passionate 
Scientist. With a PhD in Molecular 
Biology, she took her first flight and left 
India with just $25, to do Post Doctoral 
studies at the Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory in New York. Those were 
exciting times for Genetic Engineering.

Marie married Vijay, the entrepreneur 
in New York. They have two wonderful 

children Sapphira and Kevin.  Marie is 
passionate about everything she does and 
has worn many hats: mother, scientist, 
Distinguished Toastmaster, President of 
Pratham Houston, director of the family 
office and competitive ballroom dancer. 

The family is passionate about education, 
which unlocked the door to amazing 
opportunities for them. Many people helped 
them along the way. They cannot pay them 
all back, so they are passionate about paying 
it forward and support nonprofits in the 
US and India in education, healthcare and 
entrepreneurship.

Pratham USA, which was started by 
Vijay in Houston, is the nonprofit closest 
to their heart. Started in the slums of 
Mumbai to wipe out illiteracy, today it has 
touched over 40 million children, young 
adults and women, has had an impact on 
the education policy in India and is the 
largest nonprofit in elementary education. 

Marie says, “Through Pratham and the 
other nonprofits, we have been able to give 
girls a chance, empower young adults and 
women and unleash their potential. That 
fills us with so much happiness because 
we are giving others what we received, a 
chance for a better future.”
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I N D O-A M E R I C A N
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF GREATER HOUSTON

BAL SAREEN
ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR
CEO, BRASK INC.

When IACCGH member Bal Sareen set 
out to be an entrepreneur in 1999, his 
business plan impressed every banker. 
The hitch: no one would approve the 
loan. Eventually he acquired IEE, Inc., 
an engineering plant with an SBA 
guaranteed loan. However, it was really 
in 2002 when ConocoPhillips purchased 
this plant for its prime land that the 
Company received a lifeline and found 
its stride.

Bal plowed this money into building 
a brand new 100,000 sq. feet 
manufacturing facility in Sulphur, 
Louisiana and duplicated it in Pearland, 
Texas in 2011. Today, the company 
is one of the leading Shell and Heat 
Exchange manufacturers in Texas.

Bal Sareen, 72, is a native of Delhi. He 
aced the joint entrance exam for RIT, 
Jamshedpur and graduated in second 
place out of 900 students. This academic 
success, Bal reflects, made him “believe 
in himself” and led him to IIT, Delhi 
for his Masters. In 1974, Bal wound up 
at McMaster University, Canada thanks 
to a Commonwealth scholarship where 
he completed his second Masters. Two 
years later, he immigrated to the US 

and worked with several companies like 
Lepel Corp., Fuller Co. and Ohmstede, 
Inc. before striking out on his own.

Brask, Inc., is a provider of “cradle 
to grave” services for Shell and Heat 
Exchangers for the downstream and 
petrochemical industry. Fair business 
practices, a competent team and a 
willingness to go that extra step to 
ensure customer satisfaction helped 
the Company record a 20% growth for 
15 straight years and clock revenues in 
excess of $60 million.

Apart from his entrepreneurial success, 
Bal is also known to rarely turn down a 
request for sponsorship of community 
events. This spirit of service, Bal says, 
is imbibed from his father who was 
an authority on the Ramayana and 
lived according to its precepts all his 
life. The Bal and Rita Sareen clinic at 
India House bears this out where Bal 
singlehandedly underwrote the cost to 
set up a healthcare center providing low 
cost medical facilities. 
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SWAPNIL AGARWAL
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR

PRINCIPAL, NITYA CAPITAL

IACCGH member Swapnil Agarwal’s 
first brush with living in an apartment 
was when the 15 year old moved with his 
parents to a rundown Class C apartment 
complex in 1996. The teenager from 
India lived in what he describes as “a 
rough area” and an apartment that was 
broken into thrice.

The experience seems to have stuck with 
Swapnil. Seventeen years later when he 
would buy a multi -family property as an 
entrepreneurial venture and follow it up 
with 24 other properties, he put a high 
premium on security, upgrades such 
as granite countertops, stainless steel 
appliances, quality fixtures and state 
of the art gyms to create a safe family 
friendly environment for residents. 

A Major in Finance at UT and two jobs 
later, Swapnil joined a private real estate 
investment firm in Hong Kong – a seven 
year experience that proved invaluable. 
However, while Swapnil’s career was on 
the fast track, his entrepreneurial spirit 
was chafing. He and his wife moved back 
to the US and Swapnil took the plunge 
to branch out on his own. In 2013, he 
settled on an apartment complex, tapped 
banks, family and friends for a loan 

and with their blessings launched Nitya 
Capital – a company that buys properties 
and Karya Property Management which 
manages the properties.

Today, Swapnil, along with college 
buddies and now partners Vivek Shah 
and Manish Patel own 7500 units and 
$500 million worth of assets spread over 
Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth.

In January 2017, Swapnil, who recently 
turned 35, clinched the largest transaction 
in the company’s history – a portfolio of 
six properties. The responsibility for 8000 
families and 350 plus employees brings its 
fair share of challenges but Swapnil, who 
clearly enjoys the adrenaline rush that 
comes with the challenges, wouldn’t have 
it any other way.

Swapnil and wife Deepika are involved 
in several charitable organizations 
such as Magic Bus and Pratham as well 
as support two schools in India. He 
recharges by playing with his three year 
old son Aryan and enjoys a competitive 
game of tennis.
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20122011

20052005

2006

Dr. Suresh Khator
International Educator of the Year
H-E-B
Corporate Citizen of the Year
R.K.Chopra
International Business Advocate of the Year
Dr. Harminder S. Chana
Community Service
Vijay Dhingra
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Pushpa Shenoy
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Charlie Yalamanchili
Entrepreneur of the Year
Amit Bhandari
Entrepreneur of the Year
Manish Jain
Golf Tournament Support Recognition

Awards for Championing  
Minority & Supplier Diversity
Richard Huebner
Houston Minority Business 
Council
Phyllis Graham
Continental Airlines
Penny White
United Space Alliance
Linda Holloway
Halliburton
Claretta Strickland
Hewlett Packard
J. Goodwille Pierre
Chairman, Government 
Procurement Connections
Phillip Yelder
Co-Chair, Government 
Procurement Connections
Rodney E. Nathan
BMC Software
Gilda Ramirez
Port of Houston Authority

Paul Likari
Entrepreneur of the Year
Yogi Patel
Community Service

Hemant Goradia
Jugal Malani
Bob Beauchamp
Govind Agrawal
Brij Agrawal
Dilip Bhargava
Samuel and Omana Abraham
Pershant and Nidhika Mehta
Excellence Awards for Business  
   Accomplishments

Swatantra Jain
Community Leadership
Avinash Ahuja
Community Service

Dinesh Shah
Entrepreneur of the Year
Jaspreet Pal
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Krishna Vavilala
Community Service

2007

2013

Indira Vishnampet
Woman Entrepreneur
Mahesh Shah
Entrepreneur of the Year
Rajen Radhakrishnan
Entrepreneur of the Year
Rob Maharaj
Young Entrepreneur
Vijay Pallod
Community Service

Special Award
Sunita Williams
Astronaut

Ash Shah
International Business Person of the Year
Dean Latha Ramchand
Educator of the Year
Dhiren Shethia
Business Person of the Year
Gaurav Khandelwal
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Jagdip Ahluwalia
Outstanding Contributions to IACCGH  
   since its Inception

AND THE HONOR GOES TO... 

2010

Sanjaya Sood
Outstanding Business Person  
   of the Year
Sanjay Ramabhadran 
Outstanding Young Business Person   
   of the Year
Juuhi Ahuja
Outstanding Young Business Woman  
   of the Year

Special Awards
Ed Daniels
Executive VP, Shell Global Solutions  
   Downstream
Francene Young
VP – Upstream Americas
   Talent Development and US Diversity
Ashok Mago
Founding Chairman of the Greater Dallas 
   IACC

2008 2009

2014 2015 20172016
Pallavi & Pinakin Dinesh
Entrepreneurs of the Year
Dr. Devinder Bhatia
Pioneer Award - Healthcare
Sonal Bhuchar
Pioneer Award - Education
Judge Ravi K. Sandill
Pioneer Award - Public Service

GAIL (India) Ltd.
& partners:
Carrizo Oil & Gas, Inc.
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
Dominion Cove Point LNG
Energy Pioneer Award

Mani Iyer
Mahindra USA
   Inbound Investment Award
Umesh Verma
Blue Lance
   Entrepreneurship Award
Dr. Manish Rungta
India House
   Community Service Award 
Asif Dakri
Wallis State Bank
   Business Advocate Award

Janiece Longoria
Economic Impact
   accepting on behalf of  
   Port Houston

Dr. Marie Goradia
Impact on Humanity

Bal Sareen
Entrepreneur of the Year

Swapnil Agarwal
Young Entrepreneur of the Year

Marvin Odum 
Richard Huebner
Dr. John Mendelsohn
Lifetime Achievement Awards

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel
Business Leader of the Year

Revati Puranik
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year

Abeezar Tyebji
Entrepreneur of the Year

Malisha Patel
Young Professional of the Year

Atul Vir
Entrepreneur of the Year
Dr. Yasmin Wadia 
Woman Entrepreneur of the Year
Vibhu Sharma
Young Entrepreneur 
Bangar Reddy
Community Service

Special Awards
Judge Ed Emmett
Mayor Bill White
Robert R. Curl, Jr.
Nobel Laureate

Pioneer Awards
Tom Abraham
Ramesh Bhutada
Meena Datt
Chitra Divakaruni
Rajiv Gadgil
Vijay Goradia
Sushma Grover
Roger Israni &  
  Haku Israni
Dr. Renu Khator
Gopal Savjani

Special Awards
Paul Hamilton
Shell Global Solutions (US) Inc.
Jim Compton &  
  Monisa Cline
Continental Airlines
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16 NEW INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
A roadshow in Houston by a delegation from India amazed listeners with the sheer 

scale of opportunities that India presents. Led by Bharat Lal, Resident Commissioner, 

State of Gujarat, members of the delegation sought to explain how Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi is changing a nation’s mindset from a “socialistic pattern to one of a 

facilitator and an enabler.” India is inviting investors from every corner of the globe to 

partner in its race to become one of the greatest economic powers of the world.

The event held at the offices of King & Spalding in downtown Houston was put together 

by USIBC, FICCI and the IACCGH. Gaurav Verma, Executive Vice President, USIBC, 

moderated the event. Michael Taylor, Partner at Kings and Spaldings and event hosts 

welcomed the gathering. Special remarks were made by Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray, 

Judge Ed Emmett and Dr. Robert Robbins, President, Texas Medical Center. Stating that 

India is undergoing “a transformation on a scale and a speed never seen before.” Deepak 

Bagla, CEO Invest India dwelt on the transformation of an “aspirational population” of 

1.25 billion people to “human capital” and the opportunities created in this process.

Citing Ernst & Young, he said, that India was the world’s number one destination for 

foreign investment in the world last year receiving $55 billion – the highest it’s ever 

received. The Government, he stressed, is pulling out all the stops to spur foreign 

investment in India from scrapping 1300 archaic regulations, formulating a Single 

Tax Framework, a Bankruptcy Tax Bill and agencies that will “handhold investors” 

from state specific inputs and approvals to market strategy. County Judge Ed Emmett 

welcomed the delegates to Harris County and, through Mr. Bharat Lal, extended an 

invitation to India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit Houston.

RIGHT PAGE
Bottom: Deepak Bagla, 
Gaurav Verma, Bharat Lal, 
Jagdip Ahluwalia, Joya 
Shukla, Ashok Garg, Dilip 
Bhargava, Rajiv Bhavsar, 
Juuhi Ahuja 



LEFT PAGE
L to R: Joya Shukla,  
Dave Hilfman, Ashok Garg, 
Karen Francis, Allen 
Richards, Tarush Anand, 
Swapan Dhairyawan
RIGHT PAGE
Top: Keynote Speaker  
Dave Hilfman,  
Bottom Right:  
Allen Richards

Proud sponsor of
Keynote Lecture
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6 FLYING THE FRIENDLY SKIES

The Keynote Lecture with Speaker Dave Hilfman, Senior VP of Sales, United Airlines 

saw a record turnout of members and guests eager to hear what the “friendly skies 

airline” was doing to enhance the traveler’s flying experience. The Keynote Speaker, 

minutes into his address, charmed the audience as he updated the gathering on the 

ongoing efforts being made by United to achieve the number one spot in the US airline 

industry. United was the first US airline to fly nonstop to India and IACCGH is proud 

to have played a role in this success.

Here are some of the ways United intends to elevate the customer experience in their 

own words.

“It’s an exciting time for United and our customers! We’re elevating every aspect of our 

customers’ experience, from adding new routes to creating a spectacular premium travel 

experience to upgrading our facilities worldwide.

We offer the world’s most comprehensive route network, with 4,500 flights a day to 337 

airports on five continents – and we added 60 new routes this year alone. We’re the only 

U.S. carrier flying between the United States and India, with daily flights to both Delhi and 

Mumbai from New York / Newark. Through our award-winning Newark global gateway 

hub, customers enjoy connections to hundreds of cities and an exemplary terminal 

experience, with revolutionary in-terminal shopping and dining.

We’re the only U.S. carrier flying between the 
United States and India, with daily flights to both 
Delhi and Mumbai from New York/Newark

Our new United Polaris premium travel product takes 

international travel to new heights on the ground and in the air. 

Our exclusive United Polaris lounge offers an oasis to relax or 

work, shower facilities and elevated a la carte dining. Our first 

lounge location is now open in Chicago O’Hare, with additional 

lounges planned for airports in London, Newark, and San 

Francisco opening in 2018. 

On board, enjoy gourmet dining created in partnership with The 

Trotter Project’s critically acclaimed chefs and get an actual good 

night’s rest with sleep-focused amenities including Saks Fifth 

Avenue luxury bedding. Our new United Polaris business class 

seats feature direct aisle access and a 180-degree flat-bed – offering 

ultimate comfort and privacy.

You’ll also find a best-in-class experience in our airports. 

Our Houston and Chicago hubs have been “banked”, 

improving connectivity and providing greater access to more 

destinations. Houston’s Terminal C North underwent a complete 

transformation, with a $277 million terminal remodel featuring 

roomier gate areas, the latest technology, and chef-inspired dining 

choices. Upgraded facilities are now available and coming soon in 

San Francisco and Los Angeles.

As always, our number one goal is to provide a safe and reliable 

operation. We’re proud to have finished the second quarter as the  

# 1 airline amongst our key U.S. global network peers in completion 

percentage, on-time departures, and on-time arrivals.

We look forward to welcoming you into the friendly skies soon.”
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PROMOTING OPPORTUNITIES IN KERALA -  “GOD’S OWN COUNTRY” 
The Chamber invited the heads of sister Chambers, Economic Development agencies 

and members to a Power Lunch with distinguished guest C. Balagopal, who was visiting 

Houston to promote bilateral trade opportunities between Houston and the Indian 

state of Kerala.

Welcoming the select gathering of guests from Houston’s business community, 

President Joya Shukla recognized the event sponsors D’Ambrosio & Menon PLLC and 

noted that by featuring such dignitaries like C.Balagopal, the Chamber was enabling 

Houstonians get a better picture of India’s business opportunities. Hari Menon 

introduced the speaker who is a former IAS officer, entrepreneur and author. 

The Speaker lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “Make in India” concept of 

promoting manufacturing in India and highlighted corporate giants headquartered in 

Kerala like IBS - global leaders in transportation and valued at $1 billion as “a result of 

startups initiated 15 years ago.”

The Speaker continued to emphasize that “manufacturing is no longer an option 

but a must” – particularly the way the IT industry is expanding and added that 

India is bringing manufacturing to “center stage.” Less than 16% of India’s GDP 

accounted for manufacturing compared to China, where it is double its GDP and 

four times more than India.
Proud sponsors of

Power Lunch
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6SPARKING ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN YOUNG MINDS

The entrepreneurial spirit among the NexGen was on full display at the Young Minds 

Panel discussion where college students posed a barrage of questions at entrepreneurs 

Swapnil Agarwal, Revati Puranik and Rick Pal. Organized by IACCGH Board member 

Narayan Bhargava, the event was held at the University of Houston to provide college 

students an insight on what it takes to be an entrepreneur. The mood, which was 

informal and friendly, allowed the gathering of over 40 students to mingle and network 

with each other over pizza. Narayan Bhargava briefly introduced the panelists: Founder 

of Nitya Capital, Swapnil Agarwal; Global CFO of Worldwide Oilfield Machine Revati 

Puranik and award winning entrepreneur and investor Rick Pal. The panel format led to 

more than 60 questions from the students who wanted to learn about their experiences, 

ethical challenges, successes and failures. 

The takeaway from Swapnil who chucked a high paying job as a banker to build  

his own company from scratch was to let go of the “fear of dependency on a salary.” 

Rick Pal, the founder and Chairman of Innokul, a business incubator and accelerator

in Kolkata, India, shared his mantra of success which is making do with what you have 

“to make frugal innovations that can be used by the masses.”

Over the past year, the NexGen by IACCGH has been making efforts in engaging young 

professionals and students in the Chamber’s mission.

Make frugal innovations that 
can be used by the masses

LEFT PAGE
Former IAS Officer,
entrepreneur and author 
C. Balagopal 

RIGHT PAGE
NexGen attendees

Proud sponsors of
NexGen
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Leading is an individual 
action, whereas leadership 
involves collective action

EMPOWERING WOMEN LEADERS
CT Bauer College of Business Dean Latha Ramchand introduced Houston’s former 

Mayor and Keynote Speaker Annise Parker at the Women Mean Business event at the 

Westin. Ms. Parker delivered an inspirational talk on leadership and likened it to a 

muscle that “grows through exercise” 

Quoting a Malawian proverb, she stated that “he who thinks he is leading but has no 

followers is only taking a walk.” Leading is an individual action whereas leadership 

involves collective action.

Ms. Parker also drew attention to the need for more women leaders. Pointing out that  

women approach problems from different angles, socialize differently than men  

and have different life experiences, she continued to state that we aren’t better or worse 

at problem solving or leading, just different.  This is a huge plus as “greater diversity 

brings more resources to bear on any problem.”

According to Ms. Parker, the three essential leadership skills are courage, 

communication and commitment. courage If nothing in your life scares 

you, you aren’t doing enough.  You can’t make progress if you don’t exceed your 
Proud sponsors of the 

Women Mean Business 
Series 

Diversity brings more 
resources to bear on 
any problem

LEFT PAGE
Keynote Speaker Annise 
Parker with attendees

RIGHT PAGE
Top Right: Keynote Speaker 
Annise Parker. Bottom Right: 
Dean Latha Ramchand. 

Center Bottom: Alyssa 
Holmes-Henderson, Anu 
Krishnan, Speaker Annise 
Parker and Joya Shukla

comfortzone and risk failure. communication means 

the outward communication of “what is the goal and how 

will we get there” as well as the inner dialogue we each have 

with ourselves.  We have to believe we can and will succeed. 

commitment There will always be setbacks.  Stay the course.

She also added that we must commit to building more women 

leaders by supporting each other and mentoring new leaders.

Some of the ways we can do this is by trusting each other, 

delegating, pushing or pulling when needed, giving feedback, 

launching them and not holding them back because they 

threaten your position or because they will do it differently.

Summing up her talk, Ms. Parker stated that transactional 

leaders can navigate the known world while transformational 

leaders can take you into the unknown.



LEFT PAGE
Top Left: President, HMSDC Ingrid 
Robinson, Bottom Left: CEO, Wood 
Group-Mustang, Michele McNichol, 
Bottom: Amy Suhl presents plaques 
of appreciation to Ingrid Robinson 
and Michele McNichol
RIGHT PAGE
Attendees listen intently to an 
inspiring talk
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Proud sponsors of the 
Women Mean Business 

Series 

The economic impact of diversity in Houston is a staggering $22.8 billion. Ingrid 

Robinson, President of HMSDC, an organization that provides certification for 

women owned enterprises, shared several statistics that highlighted the phenomenal 

growth and leadership of firms owned by women of color over the last decade. Women, 

she noted, are not only leaders in Corporations but are increasingly embarking 

on an entrepreneurial path. Houston, she continued, is far ahead of its times and is 

showing “other cities the impact of encouraging diversity.” She wrapped up her talk 

by emphasizing that every woman who aims to be a successful entrepreneur must “set 

their own value, communicate that value to the world and not settle for less.”

In an equally thought provoking address, Keynote Speaker and CEO of Wood Group 

Mustang Michele McNichol underscored the importance of “Finding Your Purpose” – a 

practice which involves defining your life and vision. Her advice: Look deeply into what 

inspires you, define your best qualities and never lose sight of personal values which 

can be found by “digging into your soul.” As women and “nurturers,” she continued, 

we tend to neglect ourselves but it is important to invest time in any activity that is 

energizing, which for her, was as simple “as watching the waves on the beach.” These are 

questions that may take a bit of “soul searching” but when applied to life’s challenging 

moments can help you make conscious decisions that lead to success.

The program was chaired by Joya Shukla who was 

instrumental in launching the Women Mean Business 

Series. Shell representative and CIO Amy Suhl proposed 

the vote of thanks and presented plaques of appreciation 

to the Speakers.

Successful women 
entrepreneurs must 
set their own value, 
communicate that 
value to the world  
and not settle for less
SHARING THE JOURNEY TO SUCCESS
Wood Group CEO Michele McNichol was once told she could 

never lead a project because she was a woman. Ingrid Robinson 

was singled out of 200 applicants for the position long held 

by Houston’s Father of Diversity - former HMSDC President 

Richard Huebner. 

These remarkable women not only beat the odds to succeed but 

proved that they could do so without compromising on their 

personal values and putting family first. At the Women Mean 

Business event held at the Junior League of Houston, the two 

Keynote speakers shared their remarkable journey with the 

gathering of over 60 IACCGH members and guests.
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LEFT PAGE 
Top Left: Moderator Indira 
Vishnampet with panelists:  
Janice Lamy, Jenny Sarpalius,  
Lorie Shoemaker, Gay Nord

RIGHT PAGE
Bottom: Indira Vishnampet,  
Janice Lamy, Jenny Sarpalius,  
Gay Nord, Lorie Shoemaker,  
Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray,  
Dr. Amit Goldberg-Ray, Joya Shukla

from Baylor Hospital President Gay Nord, VP, 

Marketing and Communications Janice Lamy, VP 

and CFO Jenny Sarpalius and VP and Chief Nursing 

Officer Lorie Shoemaker. 

The panelists addressed issues ranging from the 

importance of networking, facing gender bias, work 

life balance, cultural competency to transitioning 

into leadership positions. Some inspiring takeaways 

from the evening: Face to face networking not only 

helps further careers but benefits the organization in 

the sharing of best practices. Support top performers 

in finding their niche. Ask for feedback and act 

constructively on it. Talk to your boss/colleagues about 

moving up the ranks. Diversity in the workplace helps 

a team make better decisions. For a work life balance, 

set boundaries and develop high performance teams. 

Moderator Indira Vishnampet wrapped up the event by 

thanking the panelists for their time and revealed that 

it took “six months to work out the dates for the event.”

Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray and his wife Dr. 

Amit Goldberg Ray, a practicing oncologist were also 

present. In his address, the Consul General welcomed 

the association between the Chamber and CHI St 

Luke’s and described Healthcare as the “next bridge” 

(after IT) between India and Houston. He stated that 

a country aspires to greatness when its citizens are 

healthy and treats women on an equal footing and 

India would like to follow in the footsteps of the US in 

this aspect. The Consul General also did the honors 

of presenting plaques of appreciation to the panelists.

ROLE MODELS FOR EMERGING PROFESSIONALS
A woman powered leadership panel dispensed some compelling work/life advice at the 

Business of Medicine Women’s Executive Leadership Panel at the Hess Club. Sponsored 

by CHI St. Luke’s Health, the event saw an unprecedented turnout of over 150 members 

and guests with representatives from CHI St Luke’s Health, MD Anderson, Memorial 

Hermann, Texas Children’s Hospital, Baylor and Kindred Healthcare.

Eminent Indo American Doctors such as the President of the Indian Doctors 

Association Dr. Manish Gandhi, National Treasurer of AAPI Dr. Manju Sachdeva, 

Cardiologists Dr. Randeep Suneja and Dr. Harish Chandna and Obama honoree  

Dr. Hardeep Singh were among the attendees.

Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia welcomed the gathering of “leaders and decision 

makers” and brought attention to the “different things IACCGH is to different people” 

from young entrepreneurs to professionals to businesses. Immediate Past President 

Joya Shukla, who chairs the Healthcare Series, highlighted the strong inroads made in 

the medical community in 2016 by launching the Business of Medicine Series.

Senior VP at Xtivia and Board Chair CHI St Luke’s Sugar Land Indira Vishnampet, 

helped launch this Series. She moderated the panel moving briskly with the panelists 

Set boundaries and develop 
high performance teams
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Proud sponsors of
Business of Medicine Series
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LEFT PAGE
Top Left: Sanjay Ram in 
conversation with Former 
Consul General and 
Ambassador Rinzing Wangdi
RIGHT PAGE
Top: L to R: Sanjay Ram, 
Alyssa Holmes-Henderson, 
Allen Richards, Consul 
General Dr. Anupam Ray, 
Fred Whipple, Former 
Consul General Rinzing 
Wangdi, Joya Shukla

Creating economic 
engagement between 
US and India

Ambassador Wangdi who pave the way for diplomats 

like himself. He described the India-US relationship 

as a “story which only has upsides” and reiterated the 

Consulate’s efforts to address all calls, complaints and 

emails in the shortest time possible. 

The armchair conversation between Past President 

Sanjay Ramabhadran and former Ambassador 

Wangdi was rich in wit and wisdom, providing a 

glimpse into the fascinating life of a diplomat. The 

former Ambassador emphasized that the Foreign 

Services is more a “calling” than a service. His 

vision to create an economic chamber enabled 

people, business and our countries to connect. 

When asked what he thought was the game changer 

in the relationship between both the countries, he 

observed that public perception about India changed 

during President George Bush, Jr’s presidency and 

reached greater heights with President Obama. He 

also alluded to the early successes of the Chamber’s 

efforts with BMC Software and Continental Airlines. 

Shell’s VP Fred Whipple, in his vote of thanks, noted 

that it was a privilege to sponsor the Series and 

added that he had been enriched by the lectures 

over the years. He also thanked the Chamber for 

their local impact within the community.

Proud sponsors of
Distinguished Lecture Series

THE LIFE OF A DIPLOMAT
When India’s Consul General Rinzing Wangdi came to Houston eighteen years ago, one 

of his objectives was to bring about a deeper, long lasting and transformative change in 

the economic engagement between the US and India. This vision led to the creation 

of the Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston or IACCGH as it 

is better known. The organization, started in 1999 with 40 Indo American business 

leaders, has become in the words of its Founding Secretary and Executive Director 

Jagdip Ahluwalia “the force that it is today.”

Founding members, Past Presidents, community leaders, elected official representatives 

and IACCGH members turned out to meet and reconnect with “the founding father 

of the Chamber” Rinzing Wangdi. In a gracious move that has become his hallmark, 

Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray invited the Chamber to host former Consul General 

and Ambassador Wangdi’s luncheon at the Consulate. President Allen Richards 

welcomed the gathering. In his address, he described the Consulate as a “great location” 

and added that this venue “reinforces our vision as a Chamber and the commitment 

of the Consul General to foster the cultural and economic development we are trying 

to do within the community.” Dr. Ray also mirrored the thought that the venue to 

welcome the former Consul General is fitting because it is “institution builders” like D
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ASIF DAKRI APPOINTED TO FDIC
Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia welcomed “the roomful of friends and supporters” 

who had gathered to honor Wallis State Bank’s Vice Chairman and CEO Asif Dakri’s 

appointment to the prestigious FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporations) 

Advisory Committee on Community Banking. Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray, 

Chancellor and Chief Guest for the evening Dr. Renu Khator, Dr. Suresh Khator, Jay 

Guerrero and Minesh Patel from Tampa’s Chamber of Commerce were also present.

In his introductory remarks, Past President Ashok Garg underscored the strong 

relationship shared by the Chamber and Wallis State Bank and their longstanding support 

as Gala Underwriters and sponsors of the IACCGH Business Outreach programs. He also 

highlighted the well-deserved honor bestowed upon Asif Dakri and stated that he “had 

ticked all the boxes in terms of leadership, business acumen, cordiality and helpfulness.”

Appreciating the Chamber’s gesture of honoring Asif Dakri for his appointment, Consul 

General Dr. Anupam Ray remarked that Wallis State Bank is a story of “entrepreneurial 

drive and spirit” and added that he was struck by Asif Dakri’s focus in giving back to 

the community. 

Describing Asif Dakri as a “great role model,” Dr. Renu Khator also drew attention to 

the honoree’s generosity and support of UH programs and lauded his accomplishments 
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17 THE IRS AND YOU
The IACCGH annual tax seminar which seeks to educate the community on various 

tax issues attracted over 130 attendees at India House. Held for the sixth year in a row, 

the event was moderated by CPA Ajit Thakur and chaired by CPA Swapan Dhairyawan.

President Allen Richards thanked the distinguished panel of CPAs’ and IRS Assistant 

Special Agent Mark Warren for volunteering their time on a Sunday afternoon and 

emphasized the Chamber’s commitment of bringing “value to the community” through 

such events. 

Panelist IRS Special Agent Mark Warren noted that the IRS was cracking down 

on international tax fraud with the help of international tax treaties. CPA Mike Jain 

anticipated bold tax laws both at the Corporate and Individual level to come into 

effect under the Trump administration. CPA Kershaw Khumbatta presented different 

Retirement plans such as Traditional IRA, Roth IRA, Simple IRA and the Solo (One 

person) 401(k) plans. CPA Mahesh Desai highlighted Forms 114 and 8938 that must 

be filed by taxpayers holding more than $10,000 in an overseas account. The OVPD 

and the SDOP are two other IRS schemes to voluntarily disclose foreign accounts. 

Chairperson and CPA Swapan Dhairyawan shed light on the different scams affecting 

taxpayers such as inflated refund claims, fake charities and identity theft. The phone 

scam plaguing taxpayers was busted in October 2016. The FAST Act, he stated, 

could result in denial of a passport for certain tax delinquencies. He emphasized the 

importance of informing the IRS about address changes and suggested calling the 

friendly Tax Advocate Service at 877-777-4778 for tax advocacy. Entities, is any way, 

shape or form to limit liability for businesses was covered by CPA Atul Kothari.

LEFT PAGE
L to R: Swapan Dhairyawan, 
IRS Special Agent Mark 
Warren, Allen Richards,  
Ajit Thakur, Mahesh Desai, 
Mike Jain, Kershaw 
Khumbatta, Atul Kothari
RIGHT PAGE
Asif Dakri
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in making Wallis State Bank the number one SBA lender in the Houston region. 

Asif Dakri’s appointment to the FDIC Advisory committee is a matter of pride for 

the South Asian community and he, with a panel of 13 members, will provide advice 

on policy issues that impact small community banks throughout the country. He 

represents FDIC’s Dallas region which oversees 8 states.

In his Keynote, Asif Dakri offered a brief overview of Wallis State Bank and 

presented an interesting insight about Houston’s economy which highlighted 

where we were, where we stand and where we are going. Pre 2014, Houston, he 

elaborated, had a tremendous run up in employment rates, real estate prices and 

construction but when OPEC refused to limit oil production in November 2014, 

the markets took a dive. This led to a loss of thousands of jobs and a real estate 

decline in multifamily and office markets among other casualties. The exceptions 

were retail, healthcare and education that were making money.

Today, oil prices have stabilized but a likely Fed interest rate hike could crimp 

growth and make it harder to “keep the American dream alive.” As for the future, 

he was optimistic that despite the bumps on the road, Houston’s future is still 

favorable.

Asif Dakri concluded by appealing to the gathering to become more “involved and 

proactive” not only in their Indo American or South Asian communities but the 

American community at large.

LEFT PAGE
Dr. Renu Khator highlights 
Asif Dakri’s achievements

RIGHT PAGE
Top:The Dakri family with 
Dr. Suresh & Dr. Renu 
Khator
Center: Community 
members with Asif Dakri
Bottom: Chamber Members 
and Dr. Suresh & Dr. Renu 
Khator with the Dakri 
family
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Consul General 
Rinzing Wangdi
helps Community come 
together to form IACCGH

Lalita Gupte 
IACCGH Hosts ICICI’s 
Joint Managing Director

Gujarat  
Earthquake Relief 
IACCGH Leadership 
in Washington DC

Consul General 
Skand R. Tayal
Farewell 
Reception

Fareed Zakaria
Book Signing – Brazos 
Bookstore with Asia 
Society

White House Diwali 
Celebration

CenterPoint Energy 
Doing Business with 
Community

H.E. Meera Shankar
Ambassador to the US
at Community &  
Business Meeting

Young Professionals 
Networking Events 

Sheriff Adrian Garcia
Community Outreach

Consul General
P. Harish 
Welcome Reception

H.E. Dr. S. Jaishankar 
Indian Ambassador
to the US

Dr. Renu Khator
Chair, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas

Farewell reception to Consul 
General Parvathaneni 
Harish “Houston to Hanoi: 
From Consul General to 
Ambassador”

SBA District Director
Tim Jeffcoat explains 
Capital, Counseling, 
Contracting and Crisis 
Assistance

IACCGH joined a 
community Reception 
welcoming new Police 
Chief Art Acevedo

WORKING
TOGETHER

COMMUNITY
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INDIAN ENERGY DELEGATION CONNECTS WITH LYONDELLBASELL TEAM
At the request of the Consulate of India in Houston and the Ministry of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas, the Chamber organized a tour of LyondellBasell, one of the world’s 

largest petrochemical companies. The Honorable Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas and senior leaders from the Indian oil and gas companies 

visited the facilities.

The delegation received a guided tour of two LyondellBasell facilities – the Houston 

Refinery and the Channelview petrochemical complex.

The delegation was keen to understand good global practices after which Minister 

Pradhan met with CEO Bob Patel and discussed the prospects of working together. 

He was accompanied by the Consul General of India Dr. Anupam Ray and members 

of the Chamber.
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Center Left: L to R: Mark Bookmyer, Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray, Jagdip Ahluwalia,  
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and Todd Monette Bottom Right: LyondellBasell team with delegates.Host Committee Chair 2017

Top: L to R: Binay Pradhan, N.Verma, DK Sarraf, 
Jagdip Ahluwalia, Consul General Dr. Anupam 
Ray, Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Bob Patel, 
BC Tripathi, B. Ashok, Nilkanth Avhad

Bottom Page: L to R: Narayan Bhargava, Joya 
Shukla, Senator John Cornyn, Sandy Cornyn,  
Jagdip Ahluwalia, Ashok Garg, Dr. Ramanan 
Krishnamoorthi
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17THE FUTURE OF ENERGY
The Chamber leadership was invited to the CERA Week conference by United States 

Senator from Texas, Senator John Cornyn. The conference is an annual international 

gathering of energy industry leaders, experts, government officials and policy makers 

that provides new insights and dialogue about the future of energy. Petroleum Minister 

Dharmendra Pradhan, who was in Houston to showcase India’s oil and gas field 

discoveries at the CERA Week conference was accompanied by the Consul General of 

India in Houston, Dr. Anupam Ray and senior officials from the Indian Oil and Gas sector.
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7 Preparing small business 

for Federal contracting 
opportunities
CAPITAL, COUNSELING, CONTRACTING AND CRISIS ASSISTANCE
District Director of the US Small Business Administration, Tim Jeffcoat dealt with 

SBA Programs and focused on four areas: Capital, Counseling, Contracting and Crisis 

assistance. In capital assistance SBA Houston works with more than 150 

preferred lenders throughout 32 counties in the Houston/Galveston regional district. 

Lending Relations Specialists work with and train the lenders on the nuances of SBA 

products and services available to borrowers. In counseling assistance SBA 

Houston boasts an extensive network of resource partners like Houston SCORE, 

the University of Houston Small Development Centers (SBDC), and the Houston-

Galveston Women’s Business Center (WBC).

In contracting, SBA Houston has four Business Opportunity Specialists who 

assist local business enrolled in the 8(a) business development program which 

prepares small business interested in Federal contracting opportunities and with 

crisis assistance, the SBA can provide direct loans for business loss, economic 

injury and for homeowners.
Bottom:L to R: JJ Hollie, 
Laura Palmer, Tim Jeffcoat, 
Asif Dakri, Rajiv Bhavsar

PRAGMATIC AND PRACTICAL REFORMS IN INDIA 
A strong sense of optimism and pragmatism marked the inaugural “Make in India 

– The Inside Story” conference held in Houston.  A notable group of panelists with 

impressive credentials made a strong case for India as a manufacturing hub and 

its growth trajectory economically and politically without sugarcoating its ground 

realities. The room which remained packed till the end of the conference suggested 

that the message of investing in India was clearly resonating with the gathering that 

comprised of Houston’s top businessmen, CEO’s, and entrepreneurs.

The visionary behind the conference, Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray noted that 

India would like to “replicate the unique Texan can-do spirit” and offered his assistance 

to businesses looking to set up shop in India. Conference Co-Chair and Program Emcee 

IACCGH Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia described India as a country that has the 

“demand, the demography and the democracy,” to spur business growth. India, he said, is 

taking definitive steps to encourage global investors – a discussion that was shortly taken 

up by the invited panelists.

Writers and political commentators Sadanand Dhume and Ashok Malik with Dhruva 

Jaishankar, a Fellow for Foreign Policy at the Brookings Institution India Center dealt 
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India has the demand, demography and 
the democracy to spur business growth
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RIGHT PAGE
Top Right: Jagdip Aluwalia
Center Left: Dr. Durga 
Agrawal, Ashok Mago, S.C. 
Garg, K. Nagaraj Naidu
Center: L to R: Ashok Malik,  
S.C. Garg, Consul General 
Dr. Anupam Ray, Dhruva 
Jaishankar, Sadanand 
Dhume, Jiten Agrawal
Front L to R:  K. Nagaraj 
Naidu, Nisha Desai Biswal, 
Dr. Manjari Miller

MAKE IN INDIA
PARTNERS

with recent political developments in India and its implications on economic and 

foreign policies. Senior Indian civil servants, S.C.Garg and K. Nagaraj Naidu focused 

on the government’s priority in “creating conducive conditions” for business and 

replacing archaic laws with “pragmatic and practical reforms.” Member of Parliament, 

Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo pitched the point that “accountability” from bureaucracy 

is becoming a reality making doing business in India easier.

A discussion on “Soft Power and Rise of India” was led by Dr. Manjari Miller, Assistant 

Professor of International Relations at Boston University and Dhruva Jaishankar. Soft 

Power, Dr. Miller explained, is the ability of a country to get another country to do 

what it wants without the use of force. She offered instances where India effectively 

exercised its soft power but added “India actually punches far below its weight.” Citing 

instances where India’s soft power played out, Dhruva added that the “well integrated, 

well-educated and professionally successful” Indian American diaspora are a testament 

to India’s soft  power.

Nisha Desai Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs from 

2013 – 2017, stated that President Obama put a “focus and effort into this relationship that 

was unprecedented.” Strategic convergence in several sectors between the two countries is 

higher than any other time but whether the current administration will take a “Strategic 

Partnership versus Transactional Deals” approach is a matter of speculation.

In his closing remarks, Chair Jiten Agarwal thanked the panelists for their participation 

and insightful views and hoped the conference was meaningful and relevant for 

the attendees. He also stressed on the need to find “common ground and win-win 

situations” between the US and India. Special mention was made of Asia Society’s 

Saleena Jafry and Paul Pass who led the efforts in enabling the event to run flawlessly.
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H.E. Naresh Chandra
Inaugural Gala with 
India’s Ambassador to 
the US as Chief Guest

IACCGH encourages 
BMC to consider 
India for its global 
expansion

Ram Naik 
IACCGH hosts Indian 
Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas

Dr. Durga Agrawal 
receives an award at 
Government Procurement 
Connections

HP’s John Thompson
received the IACCGH 
Presidents Award for 
Excellence at the 
GPC luncheon

All Chambers 
Meeting

Check Fraud 
Seminar at 
India House

American Tax 
Laws for NRIs

Launching
Power Breakfast
Dialogue Series

Partnership 
with EY–
Impact of 
Indian Budget

Trade Mission 
Delegation led by 
Judge Ed Emmett
with the Dalai Lama

IACCGH invites the 
US Ambassador to India,  
the Hon. Richard R. Verma
to the 16th Annual Gala

International Student 
Internship Recipients
Ankit Bhowmick (Shell)
& Akash Dhingra  
(JSW Steel)

Young Minds Panel
Igniting the 
entrepreneurial 
spirit in the NexGen

SelectUSA
The Chamber and 
GHP encourage 
Indian investment 
in Harris County

PROMOTING
BUSINESS

INITIATIVES
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INDIAN AMBASSADOR VISITS MAHINDRA AMERICAS
Indian Ambassador to the US H.E. Navtej Sarna’s first visit to Houston began with a 

tour of the Mahindra Americas assembly plant and distribution facility. The tour was 

organized by the Chamber. President and CEO Mani Iyer welcomed the delegation 

which included Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray, Bob Pertierra from the Greater 

Houston Partnership and representatives from Governor Greg Abbott’s and Mayor 

Sylvester Turner’s office. IACCGH Past Presidents Sanjay Ramabhadran, Ashok Garg, 

Joya Shukla and President Allen Richards were also present along with other Chamber 

members for the facility tour.
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LEFT PAGE:
Center: Director of opera-
tions Brian Ehricke leads 
the group 
RIGHT PAGE
Center Left: Mani Iyer with 
Bob Pertierra 
Center Right: Mani Iyer 
presents a memento to 
Ambassador Navtej Sarna
Bottom: Mahindra team 
with Chamber members  

President Mani Iyer underscored the instrumental role played by the Chamber and 

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett in the company’s decision to expand their operations 

in the County. Mahindra, USA started operations in 2009-10 and since has grown from 

their 90,000 sq. feet facility to a 200,000 sq. ft. with satellite offices across US, Canada and 

Mexico. It is today the third largest selling tractor in the US with over half a billion dollars 

in sales and expected to double its revenue to $1 billion in the next three years. President 

Iyer emphasized that Mahindra is not here “to outsource jobs. We are here to be local, to 

cooperate with universities and community colleges, and to promote development.”

Annual Sponsor 2017
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Facilitating foreign 
direct investment 
(FDI) in the US.

SelectUSA

Involvement, 
Connectivity 
and Mentorship.

NexGen

Secrets of 
Success

Make frugal 
innovations that 

can be used by 
the masses.

LyondellBasell CEO 
Bob Patel meets 

Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and Indian Oil 

and Gas CEOs

Future  
of Energy

Inspiring the community  
with distinguished speakers 

like Dr. Renu Khator

Role Models

Creating conducive conditions 
for business with pragmatic 
and practical reforms.

Make in India

Inbound Investment
Indian Ambassador H.E. Navtej Sarna’s 
tour of the Mahindra facility showcases 
the local economic impact initiated by 
Judge Ed Emmett and the Chamber.
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BUILDING AN ENVIRONMENT OF TRUST
Houston’s top cop Art Acevedo delivered a strong message about “relational policing” 

and his efforts to build a good rapport with the community. As Keynote Speaker at 

the Distinguished Lecture, Chief Acevedo’s address about his aim to serve and make 

Houston safe for everyone came across as genuinely caring, sincere and determined in 

working for the community. The event, sponsored by Shell, was hosted at the Indian 

Consulate and attended by representatives from several economic development 

agencies, IACCGH members and guests.

Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia welcomed the gathering and described the 

Chamber as an “inclusive Chamber representing the community.” Diversity, he 

emphasized, is what “Houston is all about and what the Chamber is all about.”  

He also thanked the Consulate for hosting the event. Deputy Consul General of 

India in Houston, Surendra Adhana lauded the contributions of the Indo American 

community and promised the Consulate’s support to the community and the HPD in 

all their endeavors.

Greeting the gathering with a cheerful “Namaste,” Chief Acevedo opened up about the 

police department’s struggles and challenges in ensuring public safety with a taskforce 

of only 5100 police officers. He compared this figure with Chicago’s taskforce of 13000 

officers despite the city being geographically smaller than Houston. Chief Acevedo 

also reflected that deeper engagement with the community starts with the police chief. 

He is focused on reaching out to community members at every opportunity he gets 

and being on crime scenes or patrol beats whenever possible to “send the message” 

that Houston’s police department is there to serve. Chief Acevedo also highlighted the 
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IACCGH thanks our brothers and 
sisters in blue for their service
proposed pension reforms and stressed the importance of providing a pension plan for 

“all the men and women who put their lives on the line” for public safety day after day. 

Concluding his address, he stated that he was “here to do his job, not keep it” and held 

out the guarantee that the day he leaves, the department would “be in better shape” 

than when he came.

Shell VP Fred Whipple thanked Chief Acevedo for his leadership and expressed his 

gratitude for the sacrifices “you and your families make to keep Houston safe.” Jagdip 

Ahluwalia highlighted the Chamber’s long term relationship with the HPD and their 

main contact over the years, till he retired, was Assistant Chief John Chen. The retired 

Chief had addressed the community at many IACCGH events in the Hillcroft/Harwin 

area and been extremely responsive regarding any safety and security issues. The 

Chamber was pleased to welcome and introduce his successor Assistant Police Chief 

Henry Gaw who will henceforth be the point of contact for the community. 
Proud sponsors of

Distinguished Lecture Series

LEFT PAGE
Chief of Police Art Acevedo
RIGHT PAGE
Top Left: Fred Whipple
Top Right: Alyssa Holmes-
Henderson, Swapan 
Dhairyawan, Deputy Consul 
General of India Surendra 
Adhana, Chief of Police Art 
Acevedo, Fred Whipple
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President & CEO
BMC Software

Rajiv L Gupta
Chairman & CEO
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Larry Kellner
CEO
Continental Airlines

Drayton McLane, Jr
Chairman
McLane Group
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of State

Chip Carlisle
President
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President
Shell USA

Diane Farrell
Vice President
US India Business Council

Dr. Renu Khator
Chancellor
University of Houston

Ed Daniels
President & CEO, 
CRI/Criterion Inc
Shell Global Solutions

Dr. David Leebron
President, Rice University

Annise Parker
Mayor - City of Houston

Dr. Mukesh Aghi
President
US India Business 
Council

Rinzing Wangdi
Former Consul General 
and Ambassador 

Honorable
Dr. Anupam Ray
Consul General of India 
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Promoting economic 
growth in the Greater 
Houston region
ENCOURAGING THE NEXGEN OF BUSINESS LEADERS
Two investors and one engineering professional offered some 

serious career advice to a roomful of students and young 

professionals at NexGen by IACCGH Young Minds Panel. 

Welcoming the gathering, Board member and event organizer 

Narayan Bhargava outlined NexGen’s initiative in increasing 

involvement and connectivity among undergrads, graduate 

students and young professionals through networking events, 

mentorship programs and career discussion panels. Saheb 

Sabharwal, Krishna Danda and Bruce Schroeder were the three 

young panelists who dwelt on the detours, bumps and successes in their professional 

journeys and they had plenty of sage wisdom to share.

Saheb Sabharwal, 28, traded his architectural drawings for a career in finance when 

he realized he enjoyed the business of identifying the right investment opportunities. 

Having earned an MBA from Stanford, he catapulted to Vice President at CLS Capital 

Management in a short time. His advice: assess what you want to do, have a mission 

and “don’t ever handicap yourself.” Meaningful networking, he added, is important as 

is finding those “one or two things you’re passionate about” and involving yourself in 

them. Don’t like your job? Find the courage to call it quits and try something new!

Stand out from the crowded marketplace, was Krishna Danda’s advice. An engineer 

and Chicago-Booth MBA graduate, Danda, who is in his mid-30’s, jumped companies 

to find his fit – an experience he describes as “a humbling one” before landing at GE 

Ventures. He also emphasized the importance of specializing in one or two industries 

and applying for jobs in those sectors rather than a “spray and pray” approach.

Bruce Schroeder, in his mid-20’s and a mechanical engineer at consulting company 

Sparx Engineering, also made a strong case for “not limiting yourself to one avenue 

but continue to learn and try different things.” He also emphasized the importance of 

internships and extracurricular activities with prospective employers and downplayed 

the weight of a perfect GPA score.

In response to what they looked for in a startup or an entrepreneur, Sabharwal and 

Danda believed that deep expertise, eloquence, background and understanding the 

market were some key factors in backing people or ideas.

Highlighting the importance of mentors, Saheb Sabharwal had one piece of advice, 

“find your mentors early and they will push you in the right direction.”

LEFT PAGE
Narayan Bhargava
RIGHT PAGE
Top: L to R: Saheb 
Sabharwal, Bruce 
Schroeder, Krishna Danda
Bottom: NexGen team

Proud sponsors of
NexGen by IACCGH
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BUILDING BRIDGES IN HEALTHCARE 
In 2002, IACCGH leaders Dr. Durga Agrawal and Ashoke Nath helped connect MD 

Anderson Cancer Center to the TATA Cancer Center (Mumbai), sVyasa (Bengaluru) 

and AIIMS (Delhi). This resulted in a Chamber delegation led by Dr. Mendelsohn who, 

on behalf of MDACC, signed an MOU with the then Director Dr. Katy Dinshaw of Tata 

Memorial Center, Mumbai.

The delegation included Deepa Thakur, Vijay Goradia, Pankaj Dhume, Ajit Thakur, 

Jagdip Ahluwalia and MDACC’s Dr. Sen Pathak. The delegation also visited AIIMS 

Delhi and Infosys Bangalore. The Chamber continued to nurture the relationship by 

hosting a dinner for the Indian doctors visiting Houston.

This year the dinner  was all the more special thanks to Consul General Dr. Anupam 

Ray and his wife Dr. Amit Goldberg Ray who generously opened their home to 

welcome over a hundred local and visiting doctors to a dinner and reception. The 

dinner was in honor of the visiting doctors from India who were in town to attend the 

Global Academic Program Conference hosted by MD Anderson Cancer Center.

The reception saw former MD Anderson President Dr. John Mendelsohn and interim 

MD Anderson President Dr. Marshall Hicks among the distinguished guests who 

attended the event.

President Allen Richards offered the welcome remarks while Executive Director Jagdip 

Ahluwalia spoke about the Chamber’s long standing relation with MDACC. In his 

remarks, Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray emphasized the growth opportunity that 

healthcare offered in the Indian economy.

The Chamber presented a special token of appreciation to the Southside Group for 

their long term support of the IACCGH-MDACC initiative. Sonia Alizzi accepted 

the plaque on behalf of Harish Katharani, Founder and CEO of the Southside Group 

of companies.

Attendees included the President of the Indian Doctors Association and other prominent 

local doctors. The visitors from India included Dr. Rath from All India Institute of Medical 

Sciences India and Dr. Rajesh Grover from the Delhi State Cancer Institute.
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Top Left: Dr. John Mendelsohn
Top Right: Dr. Marshall Hicks
Bottom: Allen Richards,  
Sonia Alizzi, Dr. Marshall Hicks,  
Dr. Anupam Ray
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LEFT PAGE
Asif Dakri, Rajiv Bhavsar, 
Tim Jeffcoat
RIGHT PAGE
Top: WiseMen Consultants 
at the Tradeshow 
Bottom: Raju PS and  
Ajay Savant
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IACCGH congratulates Board Member Rajiv Bhavsar for being named the Financial 

Services Champion of the Year by SCORE Houston, a resource partner supported 

by the US Small Business Administration. This richly deserved accolade is for his 

achievements in helping people grow their business through SBA guaranteed loans and 

developing a loan portfolio of about $200 million of which $150 million are SBA loans 

in the last six years alone.

A Houstonian since 1991, Rajiv started his career in banking with United Bank. In 

2011, he joined Wallis State Bank as Senior Vice President where he quickly gained 

the trust and respect of his clients, peers and seniors. Asif Dakri, CEO of Wallis State 

Bank has this to say, “Rajiv has an outstanding record of working with customers and 

community members alike.”

Sharing the good news with pride, Rajiv considers it a great honor to be recognized by 

the US government and adds that he is probably the first Indo American to receive this 

award in Texas He credits his success to Asif Dakri and his team for their support and 

believes that “one must have passion for one’s work” to make a difference.  

A familiar face and a keen participant in community service activities, Rajiv has 

been President of the Indian Culture Center twice. He is also actively involved with 

other organizations like BAPS, Gujarati Samaj of Houston, the International Hindi 

Association and Ibn Sina Foundation.

Sh
e

ll 
M

W
B

E
 T

ra
d

e
Sh

o
w

su
pp

lie
r d

iv
er

si
ty

  m
ay

 23
, 2

01
7CONNECTING MINORITY OWNED 

BUSINESSES TO BUYERS
As part of its mission, the Chamber 

has always strived to connect certified 

minority owned businesses to major 

Corporations like Shell in support of 

their Supplier Diversity programs.

In 2016, President Joya Shukla took 

the lead in reaching out to companies 

like Shell to understand how better 

to connect the two and with this  

goal in mind, the Chamber encouraged 

members to participate in the Shell 

MWBE Tradeshow.

Mark Guadagnini, General Manager  

of the Shell Technology Center 

Houston hosted over 50 suppliers  

in categories such as Engineering, 

Specialty Maintenance, Laboratory 

Equipment & Supplies, Security Services, 

IT Services, Small Construction,  

Waste Management and Building 

Automation.

The Tradeshow allowed the vendors 

from different sectors to connect 

directly with the Shell Supplier Diversity 

Managers. The vendors presented an 

overview of their business operations.  

Chamber members who participated 

in the Tradeshow included Wisemen 

Consultants, Piping Technology  

& Products, Vinmar and Eyecube.
Proud sponsors of
MWBE Tradeshow
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Proud sponsor of 
SelectUSA
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17 INVITING INDIAN INVESTORS TO HARRIS COUNTY
At the invitation of SelectUSA, Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia  attended the 

SelectUSA Investment Summit – a high profile investor meet held in Washington DC 

to facilitate foreign direct investment (FDI) in the US. Prominent speakers included 

Secretary of Commerce, Wilbur Ross and Energy Secretary Rick Perry. In his remarks, 

Rick Perry lauded the tremendous role that Indians and Indian investment have played 

in boosting the economic growth of our region.

A panel discussion on the benefits of investing in America featured the heads of 

Mahindra Americas, Siemens and FedEx. In his opening remarks, Mani Iyer, President 

of Mahindra Americas underscored the instrumental role played by the Chamber and 

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett in the company’s decision to expand their operations 

in the County. Mahindra is today the third largest selling tractor in the US with over 

half a billion dollars in sales.

The Chamber had the added privilege of connecting with Charge d’Affaires MaryKay 

Carlson, the Acting Ambassador to India, the current head of Commercial Services 

of the US Embassy in Delhi and the head of SelectUSA, India and held meaningful 

dialogues with them. Former Head of Commercial Services in Delhi, Judy Reinke, 

facilitated discussions with several key officials in the US Government, both in 

Washington and India.

LEFT PAGE
Commerce Secretary Wilber 
Ross with delegates

RIGHT PAGE
Center Left: Judy Reinke, 
Gabriela Aslaksen  
Center: Patrick O. Santillo, 
Counselor for Commercial 
Affairs US Embassy to India 
Center Right: Horacio Lincon 
with MaryKay Carlson
Bottom Left: Mary Kay 
Carlson in conversation with 
Mani Iyer and Jagdip 
Ahluwalia
Bottom Right: Bob Pertierra 
with MaryKay Carlson

Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia also worked closely with the GHP in engaging 

with Indian companies attending the summit and encouraged them to consider 

Houston as an investment destination. Companies as diverse as aerospace, engineering 

and construction displayed a keen interest in investing in our region under the EB5 

program. The Chamber is looking to connect interested companies with the appropriate 

establishments here.

The Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) also hosted a reception at the Indian 

Embassy in Washington DC. The regional head of CII India, Suhani Das extended 

an invitation to join the guests from India which helped the Chamber make several 

valuable industry connections.
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ACTION

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

First business luncheon 
Tata Consulting Services 
& Birla Consultancy 
(Aditya Birla Group)

Ambassador
Frank Wisner
keynotes Gala 2002 & 
invites IACCGH to  
USIBC AGM

Paul Frison
CEO Houston  
Technology Center  
on Entrepreneurship

Dr. Michael Clark,
Executive Director, 
U.S.–India Business 
Council

Dr. Najma Heptullah
Deputy Chair, India’s Upper 
House of Parliament on 
Democracy and Globalization

IACCGH facilitates 
Continental Airlines 
Launch of Non-Stop 
Newark – New Delhi flights

Small Business 
Outreach
at the Meenakshi 
Temple

Hillcroft-Harwin –
Drainage and 
Security Issues

Young Professionals 
& Women’s 
Mentoring Circle

BBB
Ethics Excellence  
in Business

Women 
Mean 
Business

Trade Delegation
to India

Flying High with 
United Understanding 
the new United with 
Dave Hilfman

Women Mean Business
Former Houston 
Mayor Annise Parker
Inspiring Leadership 
in Women

National Journal’s
“The Next America”
panel discussion
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Proud supporter of
NexGen by IACCGH

THE “BAKING” OF AN ENTREPRENEUR
Young professionals listened in admiration as Keynote speaker Sukaina Rajani shared 

her fascinating story of how she turned a macaron recipe into a thriving business, 

which was featured in Tilman Fertitta’s “Billion Dollar Buyer” TV show.

Sukaina was the main attraction at the NexGen by IACCGH Networking Happy Hour 

held at the Tasting Room. Organized by IACCGH’s Board member Narayan Bhargava 

and the NexGen by IACCGH Committee, the event was cohosted with Pratham Young 

Professionals and sponsored by Wealth Group Design.

Executive Director Jagdip Ahluwalia offered a brief outline about the Chamber’s activities 

describing it as an organization for “those who are aspiring to be a better professional or 

business” while Narayan provided further insight to the attendees on the value of being 

involved with NexGen by IACCGH, the Chamber’s new, young professional arm.

Sixteen year old Sachin, an active Pratham volunteer recounted his  firsthand 

experiences with underprivileged children in Mumbai. He saw the importance of 

education up close – his grandparents came to Houston with only $16 and the hope 

of a better life. It was his grandfather’s education that empowered the family and this 

realization played a key role in Sachin’s involvement with Pratham – an NGO that 

works to educate underprivileged children in India.

Sukaina Rajani’s kitchen table operation captured a niche market and went on to 

become a nationally successful business. As fate would have it, she happened to bake a 

batch of macarons for a friend who described them as “delicious but ugly” Spotting an 

opportunity, Sukaina, with her brother as partner, began baking colorful and inviting 

macarons in her tiny kitchen. The mini desserts, new to the United States, were snapped 
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up as fast as they were baked and soon catering companies were calling in with huge 

orders. Rajani opened her first boutique - Macaron by Patisse - in 2011 and has never 

looked back. Today, Rajani has several storefronts and will begin franchising soon.

The point of the story, Rajani reflected, is that one often finds a path in life that one has 

never envisaged. Getting the business off the ground, she admits, was a struggle as she 

lost her social life, was always on the clock, and continually strategizing about how to 

keep ahead of the competition. On the plus side, she has the satisfaction of getting to 

make her “own decisions and developing the company the way you want it.”

Her advice to would be entrepreneurs, surround yourself with good people, network 

but more importantly foster those relationships and adapt and adjust. 

The NexGen by IACCGH Networking Happy Hour is organized 2-3 times a year by 

the Committee and features a guest speaker. The NexGen by IACCGH committee 

consists of Narayan Bhargava (Chair), Anish Nagar, Priya Bedi, Girija Patel, Dilbag 

Singh, and Neha Srivastava.

Proud sponsors of
NexGen by IACCGH

LEFT PAGE
Sukaina Rajani with the 
NexGen Committee
RIGHT PAGE
Top Left: Keynote speaker 
Sukaina Rajani  
Top Right: Ashok Garg,  
Neal Patel, Narayan 
Bhargava, Sanjay Ram

© NandeepMehtaPhotography
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The Port of Houston is a 25-mile-long complex of diversified public and private 

facilities located just hours by ship from the Gulf of Mexico.

The port is ranked first in the United States in foreign waterborne tonnage, first in the 

U.S. in imports and first in U.S. export tonnage. The port also is the leading breakbulk 

port in the country, and handles 70 percent of all container shipping activity along the 

Gulf Coast. 

The greater Port of Houston is made up of the public terminals owned, managed and 

leased by the Port of Houston Authority, along with the 150-plus private industrial 

companies along the 52-mile long Houston Ship Channel. Each year, more than 241 

million tons of cargo move through the Port of Houston, carried by more than 8,000 

vessel and 200,000 barge calls.

As one of the world’s busiest ports, the Port of Houston is a large and vibrant component 

of the regional economy. A 2014 study by Martin Associates says ship channel-related 

businesses contribute more than one million jobs throughout Texas.  This activity has 

helped generate more than $265 billion in statewide economic impact. Additionally, 

more than $5 billion in state and local tax revenues are generated by business activities 

related to the port.

The port has been instrumental in the city of Houston’s development as a center of 

international trade. It is home to sprawling petrochemical complex, the largest in the 

nation and second largest in the world. Carrier services on all major tradelanes link Proud memebr of IACCGH

Houston to international markets around the globe. 

The ship channel also intersects a very busy barge 

traffic lane, the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. 

Companies that do business internationally also find 

Houston attractive because of its well-developed 

financial infrastructure, skilled work force and 

diverse population. Ample space and favorable 

conditions for industrial development, as well as for 

cargo handling, make Houston a choice location for 

industry. 

Houston has the nation’s 3rd largest consular corps, 

with more than 91 nations represented. Additionally, 

the Bayou City has 19 foreign banks from 9 nations, 

32 active international chambers of commerce 

and trade associations, and numerous Houston 

operations of foreign-owned companies. Houston is 

one of only eight U.S. cities to have a regional office of 

the U.S. Export-Import Bank.

Centrally located on the Gulf Coast, Houston 

is a strategic gateway for cargo originating in or 

destined for the U.S. West and Midwest. Houston 

lies within close reach of one of the nation’s largest 

concentrations of consumers. More than 25 

million people live within 300 miles of the city, and 

approximately 141 million live within 1,000 miles. 

Ample truck, rail and air connections allow shippers 

to economically transport their goods between 

Houston and inland points.
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INVESTING IN NEXGEN ENTREPRENEURS
In a new initiative from NexGen by IACCGH, the Chamber tapped into the strong 

entrepreneurial energy in Houston with its first RapidFire Pitch Competition that seeks 

to engage startups, provide them advisory, and connect them to early stage investors.

Board member Narayan Bhargava, an early stage venture capitalist himself, with 

NexGen committee members Anish Nagar and Dilbag Singh took the lead in 

organizing the event. The Chamber partnered with Station Houston, a leading startup 

co-working space.

The response to the initiative was phenomenal. Seventeen companies made their 

“elevator pitches” to judges in the presence of over 55 spectators to compete for an 

opportunity to formally pitch their companies to an intimate group of investors. 

Judges were Napolean Butic, CEO of Trout Business Capital and Texas lead for 

FundingPost, and Grace Rodriguez, co-founder and CXO of Station Houston. 

Napoleon and Grace judged the startups on their presentation and business idea. 

While the judges deliberated on choosing the top five pitches, the participants 

and spectators networked over drinks.  The audience included representatives of 

Startup Grind and Houston Technology Center among other facilitators of the 

startup ecosystem.R
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LEFT PAGE
Top Left: Narayan Bhargava 
Top Right: Participants and 
spectators
RIGHT PAGE
Center: Judges Grace 
Rodriguez, Napolean Butic
Bottom: NexGen Committee 
with participants

The top five winning teams were SoundMob, CAVU, SOTAH, Drugshoppe, and Alive5. 

Each qualifying team was paired with an advisor to prepare them for the formal pitch 

event on August 15, 2017. The winning teams will make a 20-minute pitch, which includes 

a Q & A to a small group of 8-12 well-known investors within Houston and the Chamber.
Proud sponsors of
NexGen by IACCGH

98 | IACCGH 2017 99 | IACCGH 2017



YOUR SUPPORT WILL
Enable local university students 
intern in India and gain invaluable 
real world perspective of two 
different business environments.

Proceeds will fund the
IACCGH INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Need not be present to win. Make checks payable to IACCGH.

SPONSORED BY:

House of Fine Jewelry, Authorized Rolex Partner, 5623 Hillcroft, 713.783.0808

THIS CLASSIC TIMEPIECE
WILL MAKE A STATEMENT

AND FUND THE

IACCGH
INTERNATIONAL

INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM

IT’S SIMPLE
Buy a book of raffle tickets for 6 
chances to win the Rolex watch.  
The winning ticket will be drawn 
at the IACCGH 18th Annual Gala 
on Saturday, August 26th 2017.

$20donation
per ticket or 

6tickets $100for 

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
OF GREATER HOUSTON

T: 713-624-7131  |  E: info@iaccgh.com  |  IACCGH.COM

In
te

rn
sh

ip
gl

ob
al

 ex
po

su
re EXPERIENCING CORPORATE INDIA

NARAYAN BHARGAVA
CHAIR
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER,
  SDB GROUP
PRINCIPAL, VENTURE FUEL PARTNERS
BBA IN BUSINESS HONORS AND FINANCE
  THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

WHY I FOUNDED NEXGEN EXCHANGE?
The IACCGH is a long-established 
and highly reputed organization 
within the Houston business 
ecosystem.  The Chamber provides 
so much value to its members that 
starting a young professional group 
within the organization was not 
only a natural progression but also 
a much needed feature amongst 
the Houston, Indo-American and 
business community.

WHAT I DO FOR FUN?
Squash, Family Time, Chess,  
Catch up on TV/Movies

ANISH NAGAR
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND 
  ACCOUNTS MANAGER,
GOVERNANCE360 ENTERPRISE SOLUTIONS
ECONOMICS AND MATHEMATICS
  THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

NEXGEN EXCHANGE FOCUS
Startups and Entrepreneurship, 
RapidFire Pitch Competition, 
Marketing, International 
Internship.

WHAT I DO FOR FUN?
Play Golf, Travel, Photography, 
Involved in a few early stage 
startups.

DILBAG SINGH
IMPLEMENTATION CONSULTANT AND
  MARKETING ANALYST,
GOVERNANCE360 ENTERPRISE SOLUTIONS
BA MANAGEMENT
  UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

NEXGEN EXCHANGE FOCUS
Startups and Entrepreneurship, 
RapidFire Pitch Competition, 
Marketing.

WHAT I DO FOR FUN?
Play Golf, Modify Cars, Play Board 
Games.

The student initiative was launched 

in 2014 by Past President Sanjay 

Ramabhadran and the funds to support 

the program were raised by Past 

President Ashok Garg. Headed by Board 

Member Narayan Bhargava, the program 

took concrete shape in 2016 with the 

announcement of its first two interns. 

Akash Dhingra, an engineering student 

and Ankit Bhowmick, a Petroleum 

Engineering student secured summer 

internships with JSW Steel and Shell, 

India respectively. This year, Anisha 

Deka and Bhaskar Bhargav qualified for 

internships at Oil India while Crystal 

Sanchez secured JSW Steel.

The program is designed to give 

outstanding students an opportunity to 

get real time working experience in India 

with member companies that have a 

presence both in India and in the US.

NEXGEN BY IACCGH COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Proud sponsors of
NexGen by IACCGH

PRIYA BEDI
ACCOUNTS MANAGER,
  HEALTHCARE SPECIALISTS, PLLC
BACHELORS OF ARTS IN PSYCHOLOGY
  THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS, HOUSTON, TX
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
  THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HEALTH SCIENCE 
CENTER, HOUSTON, TX
MASTER OF HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATION
  TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY, HOUSTON, TX
     (GRADUATION MAY 2018)

NEXGEN EXCHANGE FOCUS
Marketing, Social Media 
Management, Creative Content, 
Operations

WHAT I DO FOR FUN?
Cook, Travel.

NEHA SRIVASTAVA
SENIOR ASSOCIATE,
  ERNST & YOUNG
BBA IN BUSINESS HONORS AND FINANCE
  THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

NEXGEN EXCHANGE FOCUS
Mentorship Program,  
Networking events, logistics.

WHAT I DO FOR FUN?
Emceeing, Event Planning, 
Singing, and Spending time with 
friends and family.

GIRIJA PATEL
ATTORNEY AND MOTHER
BBA IN FINANCE
  THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
  JD, SOUTH TEXAS COLLEGE OF LAW

NEXGEN EXCHANGE FOCUS
Mentorship Program,  
Networking events, logistics.

WHAT I DO FOR FUN?
Cook, Family time, Volunteer, 
Event planning, Dance.

International experiences are highly 

coveted in the workplace and the program 

offers interns a global exposure and an 

edge when joining the workforce or may 

even lead to full time employment with 

the hosting company.

Technip, USA, an energy Company, has 

also given the nod to offer internships 

in the summer of 2018. While UH is a 

participating member of the program, 

Narayan also reached out to Rice and 

is working to expand the program to 

University of Texas, Austin.

The program is open to all students who 

meet the qualification criteria established 

by the partner companies. Funding for the 

program comes from the Raffle organized 

by IACCGH with the Rolex donated by 

Karat 22 Jewelers.
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BHASKAR BHARGAV
IACCGH INTERNSHIP
   OIL INDIA LIMITED
M.S. PETROLEUM ENGINEERING
   UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

I would like to thank IACCGH for enabling my 

International Internship at Oil India Limited in India. It was a great opportunity for 

me to intern at a major Oil & Gas operator company as part of my curriculum for my 

Master’s in Petroleum Engineering at the University of Houston.

Oil India Limited is one of the major Oil & Gas operators from India, and has 

producing assets the world over. My work during the two month internship focused 

on production optimisation of the oil wells (self-flow and gas-lift wells) in the Makum 

and N. Hapjan fields of the Eastern Asset.

I gained significant real field experience at the surface facilities (Oil Collection 

Stations-OCS), well sites and drilling sites. The practical understanding of the field 

allowed me to learn Well Modelling using the Prosper software, and I have modeled 

and analyzed the performance of several in the Asset. In addition, I also worked 

in the Geology & Reservoir department at Duliajan, whereby I gained significant 

understanding of practical reservoir simulation using the Eclipse simulator.

Overall, the internship was a great learning experience, and has definitely equipped 

me to work in the industry.
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IACCGH INTERNSHIP
   OIL INDIA LIMITED
BS IN PETROLEUM ENGINEERING
   UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

I am grateful to IACCGH for providing me with 

the opportunity to intern at Oil India Limited 

(OIL), India. The internship involved working on 

two projects: “Reservoir Study by UH Advance 

Screening Method” and “PVT Analysis for Reservoir 

Characterization” along the requirements of the 

project between OIL and UH.

In my first project, I was involved in the study of 

five key reservoirs of OIL in order to predict the 

reservoir performance by using the UH Advanced 

Screening Method. The advanced screening process 

incorporates the unique approach of evaluating 

important aspects of reservoir rock and fluid 

characteristics that significantly impact the selection 

of various IOR (Improved Oil Recovery) and EOR 

(Enhanced Oil Recovery) techniques.

In my second project, PVT (Pressure Volume 

Temperature) reports for two reservoirs (names to 

remain confidential) of OIL were studied for fluid 

properties evaluations.

The two and half month internship enabled me to 

understand the intricacies involved in real reservoir 

data with lack of promising data as a limitation. 

The project helped me familiarize myself with the 

fundamentals involved in EOR/IOR technologies, 

and reservoir management and provided me with 

the opportunity and exposure to the oilfield industry.

CRYSTAL SANCHEZ
IACCGH INTERNSHIP
   JSW STEEL
FINANCE, SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT
   UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

The opportunity to intern abroad with JSW Steel 

Limited in India was possible because of IACCGH. 

During my two month internship, I traveled to 3 

states - Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka with 32 

interns which gave me an insight into the different 

operations and the impact JSW holds in each of 

these States.

My internship project was assigned in Goa and 

during my stay in Goa, I was able to understand how 

ports function and the importance of exports and 

imports in India.

Apart from this, I was also able to witness the impact 

JSW has on the community. JSW empowers women 

in villages everyday by teaching them how to start 

their own businesses and helps in educating children. 

I felt very inspired after I was able to witness how 

women in rural villages have become entrepreneurs 

and independent.

Additionally, I was able to visit the schools JSW 

has opened for children in rural areas. Interacting 

with these women and children and understanding 

the Indian culture was one of the most rewarding 

experiences.

After completing this internship, I gained an 

Indian family of 32 students and confidence in my 

(international) career direction. 

102 | IACCGH 2017 103 | IACCGH 2017



HOW IMPORTANT PEOPLE ACT
A small group of IACCGH members listened intently as Chase Untermeyer, former 

Ambassador to Qatar shared his tips and techniques on how important people should 

act in public. As a former Ambassador and senior aide to the elder President Bush, 

he’s attended a fair share of banquets, funerals, ceremonies and meetings and used his 

keen observation of people to pen a book titled “How important People Act: Behaving 

Yourself in Public.”

In an address that totally nailed it with doses of humor and real life examples, Chase 

Untermeyer underlined the fact that important people are “composed, confident, 

considerate and comfortable.” These rules, he added, applied not just to CEO’s or high 

ranking officials but were equally applicable to the junior executive who’s been thrust 

into a leadership role in a certain circumstance and thus carries the responsibility of 

“becoming the company.”

He also highlighted some common errors we all commit: the glass in the right 

hand, the nametag on the left and looking over someone’s shoulder in the midst of a 
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Top Left: Keynote speaker Chase Untermeyer
Top Right: Tarush Anand, Sanjay Ram,  
Chase Untermeyer, Musa Dakri, Pankaj Dhume

conversation. His explanation: the glass must be held 

in the left hand since it leaves the right hand free to 

shake hands, the nametag should be on the right 

since most people are unconsciously looking at the 

right side and finally giving your full attention to 

the person you are conversing with conveys you are 

really interested in meeting him – a quality, he says, 

President Obama had in spades. A trick he picked up 

was to concentrate on the bridge of the speaker’s nose 

in case his attention wavered.

Important people, he underscored, often forget that 

all eyes are on them assessing their every move and 

judging every word which is why different behavior is 

expected of them. Some important do’s are keeping feet 

and knees together when sitting on stage, sipping water 

from a glass rather than a plastic bottle and setting your 

glass down before being photographed to avoid looking 

like the “town drunk.” When invited to “say a few 

words,” keep it short, and use single syllable words as 

they have the most impact. Dress up rather than down.

As for listeners, resist looking at the ceiling, wrist 

watch or emails during a speech as the action is read 

as insulting and unprofessional. Find yourself dozing 

off during a long and boring speech? Sit on the edge 

of your seat. This offers the double benefit of staying 

alert and looking interested.

Despite all the digital ways of connecting, 

he noted, face to face interactions are 

infinitely more powerful and impactful and 

a personal hand written message is a clear 

stand out.

The book which offers many more nuggets 

of “how to behave in public” is clearly a must read for 

each one of us. The Speaker also conducts training for 

companies based on his book. His book is available at:

http://untermeyer.com/how-important-people-act/

Important people are 
composed, confident, 
considerate and 
comfortable

Proud sponsors of
Power Breakfast
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CEO, BMC Software

The Distinguished Lecture 
Series was first sponsored 
by BMC Software in 2006 
featuring Rajat Gupta, Sr. 
Partner McKinsey & Company.  
The talk dealt with “India 
& China — The evolving 
dynamics of the 21st century”

Citibank sponsored the 
Series in 2007 featuring 
Jeff Moseley, President 
Greater Houston 
Partnership with a 
lecture on “Opportunity 
Houston — Encouraging 
International Outreach”

Since 2008, Shell is the proud sponsor 
for the Distinguished Lecture Series. 
Dr. Renu Khator, President and 
Chancellor-University of Houston 
System spoke about “American Higher 
Education in the Global Economy”

Bob 
Beauchamp

Dr. Anupam Ray
Consul General of India in Houston

CEO and Chairman of 
the Management Board, 
LyondellBasell

Bob Patel

Dr. Mukesh Aghi

President,
US India Business Council

        The growing trust between 
our democracies has led to several 
positive outcomes like cooperation 

in cybersecurity, nuclear energy, 
healthcare and a trade target 

of $500 billion in the next 
five years.

     For me
the rise of India is a 

similar article of faith. 
It will happen. And it 

has an epic quality 
about it.

Insights to 
success!

Facing bankruptcy changes you and 
changes the culture of the organization 
fundamentally. You quickly learn what’s 

really important and that the upfront 
decision making process is so critical 

because of the potential consequences on 
the back end. Using data and making the 

right, and sometimes hard, decisions 
    in the beginning can

     save even harder
 decisions later.”

“
“

“

Houston Chief of Police
Art Acevedo

Literacy Crisis in Houston

Neil Bush

Keeping 
Houston 

safe.

There is positive 
work being done to 

combat the literacy issue 
by 1000’s of nonprofit 
organizations and the 

millions of volunteers that 
act selflessly to lift 

others.

The Shell Distinguished Lectures 
focus on market trends, industry 
standards and economic impact. 

Keynote speakers include industry 
leaders; government, policy 
and law makers; medicine; 

educational leaders; 
and CEO’s.
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”
“

Former Mayor, 
City of Houston

Annise Parker

Dr. Renu Khator
President and Chancellor, UH System

We cannot  
educate 

tomorrow’s 
students using 

yesterday’s 
tools.

The three 
essential 

leadership skills 
are courage, 

communication and 
commitment.

”

“
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MAKING THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM EFFECTIVE AND COMPASSIONATE
Sheriff Ed Gonzalez, who took office in January, met with IACCGH members and 

guests to describe the “pretty daunting task” of keeping Houston safe. He was the 

Keynote speaker at the Chamber’s Distinguished Lecture Series with Chief Guest 

Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray. Dr. Ray highlighted India’s growth potential and 

its huge strides in “making business in India a seamless experience.” He spoke of the 

possibility of a direct flight between Houston and New Delhi.

Sheriff Gonzalez commenced his address by recounting how his father could not read 

or write and needed assistance with simple acts such as reading the menu or a sign. 

Growing up, this had a profound impact on him and taught him that people sometimes 

need assistance which should be given without “judgement or prejudice.” It was this 

conviction that carried him to a career in the police force.

One of his first tasks as Sheriff, he stated, was to bring the budget under control, 

make the dollar go far and still be effective in combating crime. The investigative 

department, he conceded, needed to be improved and efforts have been ramped up 

to redeploy resources better to prevent DWI fatalities – a leading cause of death on 

Houston’s highways.

Closer ties with the 
community to fight crime
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Top Right: Sheriff Ed 
Gonzalez 
Bottom: L to R: Raya 
Guruswamy, Sanjay Ram, 
Hasu Patel, Deputy Consul 
General Surendra Adhana, 
Allen Richards,  
Sheriff Ed Gonzalez

The penalty for intoxication in a public place (not DUI) is a trip 

to jail. The Sheriff suggested alternatives such as a center where 

intoxicated people can be taken to sleep it off and sober up before 

getting on the road. Additionally, the department has partnered 

with the District Attorney in a program that will not incarcerate 

people for possession of marijuana but instead encourage them to 

sign up for a program that’s akin to a Defensive driving program. 

These are much “smarter approaches” and would save the 

department money and help deploy resources more effectively.

Jails, he emphasized, are there to keep people who are a danger to 

society and not for those making a “mistake” or a low level offence. 

Efforts are on to improve the criminal system and make it more 

“effective and compassionate.” The Sheriff also underscored the 

need for working with the community to bring about closer ties and 

“fight crime.” The city, he stated, needs “more tools in the toolbox” 

but assured the gathering that Houston is still “a safe region.”

The Chamber prides itself in inviting representatives of Indo-

American organizations and area Chambers of Commerce 

to help the Speaker’s message reach the diverse Houston 

business community

Proud sponsors of
Distinguished Lecture Series
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HEALTH NEEDS OF FORT BEND COUNTY - THE CHI ST. LUKE’S APPROACH
The lobby at CHI St. Luke’s Health in Sugar Land was filled with healthcare 

professionals, IACCGH members and guests who were attending the Business of 

Medicine Series featuring St. Luke’s President Rob Heifner. The initiative which seeks to 

build bridges between the medical community in Houston and India was initiated and 

developed by Past President Joya Shukla and former IACCGH Women Entrepreneur 

Indira Vishnampet.

In an address that highlighted how CHI St. Luke’s was addressing the health needs of 

the Fort Bend community, Rob Heifer pointed out that there were 8 hospitals in a 10 

mile radius of which CHI St. Luke’s was one. Business and healthcare for him, he stated, 

were clearly “separate” and while a hospital needs to be financially viable to continue 

serving the healthcare needs of the County, a more pressing concern for him was 

addressing these needs in a responsive manner.

A study conducted found that Fort Bend County is statistically the most ethnically 

diverse community in Texas. The demographics show the population to be young and 

affluent but a startling discovery was the rampant sexual abuse among children. A grant 

was secured and the issue is being addressed by creating awareness and a program for 

adults which will be expanded to pediatrics.
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He also observed that there will be a fundamental shift in the future of healthcare. 

Health care costs will be determined by genetics, lifestyle choices and the utilization of 

healthcare resources.

The industry will also need to reflect on how to improve the healthcare of the 

population and focus on changing inpatient care to more outpatient services. 

He asserted that it is vital to “stay ahead of the curve to address the needs of the 

community” and regularly meets with hospital heads in the vicinity to share best 

practices that will benefit patients.

The hospital which opened in 2008, became CHI St. Luke’s in 2013 and over the years 

focused on delivering quality healthcare. An endorsement of how they rate among 

the country’s hospitals’, he noted with pride, came from the Department of Health 

and Human Services which awarded St. Luke’s Sugar Land Hospital with the 2017 

Partnership for Patients for significant levels of improvement in quality, safety and 

satisfaction. This distinction is given to the top ten percent of the country’s hospitals.

Joya Shukla thanked President Heifner for sharing a “level of detail in his talk that was 

impressive” while VP of Marketing and Communications Janice Lamy highlighted the 

partnership between the Chamber and CHI St. Luke’s.
Proud sponsors of

Business of Medicine Series
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2017
Consul General 
Dr. Anupam Ray 
hosts reception 
for Indian doctors 
attending Global 
Academic Program 
Conference

2017
Business of Medicine 
Women’s Executive 
Leadership Panel

2016
Michael Covert
President & CEO
CHI St.Luke’s Health

2016
Consul General Dr. Anupam 
Ray envisions healthcare 
as the next major area of 
collaboration between the 
US and India

2014
Memorial Hermann 
Life Flight Focus

2014
Making Cancer History 
in Texas, the nation 
and the world
Dr. Ronald DePinho

2012
Investment 
Opportunities in
Healthcare

2011
Healthcare  
Reform Legislation
Dan Wolterman, CEO 
Memorial Hermann

2009

Dr. R.A. Badwe 
IACCGH hosts Director, 
Tata Memorial Center

2008

Business of 
Medicine
Series 
launched

2007

Dr. Katy Dinshaw
Tata Memorial Center 
(TMC) Director visits 
Houston

2005

Launch of Annual 
Reception for
Indian doctors 
visiting MD Anderson

2003

MOU signed
Tata Memorial Mumbai
& MD Anderson

2002

Govind Agrawal
sponsors MDACC 
Doctors trip to India

2001

MD Anderson
explores alliance 
with AIIMS and Tata
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The Chamber has partnered with several sister organizations including the Fort 

Bend Chamber, the Columbian Chamber, Asian Chamber, Woodlands Economic 

Development Council, Houston District Export Council, Asia Society and India House 

to host events that benefit the business needs of the community. It has also partnered 

with the Consulate of India in Houston in hosting several dignitaries from India who 

are on a visit to the US to promote India’s business opportunities.

BUSINESS OUTREACH PROGRAM
 The Program highlighted how the US Small Business Administration can help small 

businesses grow. IACCGH, in partnership with its sister Chambers hosted a series of 

seminars where SBA District Director Tim Jeffcoat and Deputy District Director Mark 

Winchester educated the business community about access to capital.

RECEPTION DINNER WITH NISHA BISWAL
The Chamber had the privilege of being part of a reception for Former Assistant 

Secretary of State Nisha Desai Biswal at the Consulate and were invited to a private 

dinner with her by IAPAC. IAPAC has been hosting a series of events with the Mayors 

of our neighboring cities and the Chamber has been an invitee to the events with 

other community organizations.

LEFT PAGE
Attendees at the seminar
RIGHT PAGE
Houston delegation with 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi

HOUSTON DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCIL 
The Houston District Export Council partnered 

with IACCGH in hosting a series of Outreach events 

which included a talk by Consul General Dr. Anupam 

Ray on and about India at the Briar club where he 

talked about the export opportunities India offered. 

Recently, an Outreach networking event in the 

Woodlands connected DEC members with Chamber 

members in the Woodlands area offering business 

development opportunities.

CHAMBER MEMBERS MEET INDIAN PRIME MINISTER 
NARENDRA MODI 
IACCGH members had the opportunity to 

welcome Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

during his recent visit to the US in June at a private 

reception and engage with him in furthering US 

India bilateral trade. The Houston delegation 

included members from the technology, real estate, 

energy and the educational fields.

With its business friendly environment and home of 

the energy capital of the world and the largest medical 

center on the planet, the synergies between India and 

Houston are perfectly poised for greater growth.

Prime Minister Modi urged Indian Americans 

that this is the best time to invest in India and 

highlighted the importance of technology, talent 

and innovation in this day and age. He also 

appreciated the warmth displayed by the Indian 

diaspora towards him.
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2006

2009 201720132009 201620122007 2015

20042002 200620042002 2003

ALLIANCES

IN HOUSTON 
AND BEYOND

Ambassador to Kuwait
H.E. Swashpawan Singh
Partnership with Asia Society

Richard A. Huebner 
IACCGH helps consolidate a 
local alliance of Chambers 
and Economic Development 
Agencies

MOU
IACCGH signs MOU 
with IACC India

National Alliance 
With Atlanta, Dallas, 
Houston and Tampa 
Chambers 

India’s emerging role 
in the new
Global Economy
Summit with GHP

Alliance delegation 
to New Delhi

Energy Advisory
Group formed

Dr. Atul Varadhachary
IACCGH President speaks 
at “Doing Business with 
the most extraordinary 
– India” Fulbright and 
Jaworski LLP Conference

IACCGH presents at 
International Association 
of Ports and Harbors 
Conference

Indian Lawyers 
Association joint event

John Beddow
Houston Business Journal 
Celebrate Enterprise
All Chamber Meet

American Recovery Act
Business Opportunities 
Seminar

Alliance with HCC
Small Business 
Outreach

MOU
between GHP, IACC-
India and IACCGH

Innovation & 
Incubation
IIT Madras

Supply Diversity Lunch 
& Learn Benefits 
of Certification for 
Minority owned Business

Shell MWBE TradeShow
Connecting certified 
minority owned businesses 
to major corporations
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HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

The Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce, Pune while playing host 
to a high powered business 
delegation from Greater Houston, 
Texas, celebrated its ‘Annual 
Fellowship Nite’ at the Le Meridien, 
Pune on 28th April 2008.

The delegation led by the Harris 
County Judge [CEO of the county] Ed 
Emmett and Greater Houston 
Partnership President Jeff Moseley 
was put together by the IACC, Greater 
Houston Executive Director Jagdip 
Ahluwalia and his colleagues. The 
delegation comprised of six 
industries from Houston representing 
diverse sectors such as energy, 
environment, engineering services, 
pharma etc. The Chamber was 
instrumental in setting up site visits 
and high level business meetings for 
the Delegation leaders with 
important members such as ‘Bharat 
Forge’, ‘Finolex’, ‘Suzlon’ etc. One-on-
one business meetings for the 
delegation members were, also, set 
up by the Chamber with Pune 
members. However, the ‘Annual 
Fellowship Nite’ offered all the Pune 
members, on one hand, the business 
opportunities with Greater Houston, 
US while a great networking 
opportunity on the other. Judge 
Emmett and President Moseley 
presented facts and invited the 
audience to make Harris county and 
Houston as their choice for business 
in  the US.

The Indo-American  
Chamber of Commerce Pune Branch  
Celebrates ‘Annual Fellowship Nite’  
at Hotel Le Meridien, Pune

Audience at the ‘Annual Fellowship Nite’ at the Le Meridien, Pune on 28th 
April 2008.

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett presenting memento to the guest of honour 
Michael Newbill, Consul, Economic & Political Affairs, US Consulate General, 
Mumbai. He is flanked by BMC Software President Pankaj Dhume and Greater 
Houston Partnership President Jeff Moseley.

Earlier, Mr.Ashutosh Parasnis, 
Chairman, Indo-American Chamber 
of Commerce, Pune explained the 
various initiatives the Chamber has 
taken during last few months in 
fulfilling its objectives of enabling 
SMEs for globalization, in his 
welcome address. He projected 
Chamber’s plans to expand its 
services to other cities of 
Maharashtra such as Ahmednagar, 
Nashik, Kolhapur etc.

The American Consulate General, 
Mumbai obliged the Chamber with 
the presence of guest of Honour 
Michael Newbill, Consul, Economic 
& Political Affairs. Earlier in the day 
he paid visit to ‘Suzlon Energy’s 
facilities in Pune.

The event was sponsored by the City 
Bank and the IACC, Greater Houston. 
The participants included Pune 
business leaders such as John Deere, 
Finolex, American Axles, Compulink, 
Neilsoft, Sungard, Tata Autocomp etc.

HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

By Dr. Atul VArADhAchAry AnD JAgDip AhluwAliA
Special to HouSton BuSineSS Journal

All Houstonians were shocked by events 
in Mumbai, and people of Indian origin 
were especially comforted 
by the outpouring of sup-
port and sympathy.

Some view this Thanks-
giving weekend massacre 
as a wake-up call much 
like 9/11. New York and 
the World Trade Centers 
were important targets 
in the 9/11 outrage as a 
global commercial cen-
ter and a symbol of the 
world’s oldest democ-
racy.

Similarly, Mumbai is In-
dia’s commercial capital 
and the city epitomizes 
the openness, inclusive-
ness and the spirit of the 
world’s largest democracy. 
We cannot let this spirit be destroyed, oth-
erwise the terrorists win.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all 
of the people affected; all those whose 
family members were killed, wounded 
or held hostage. These have been dif-
ficult days for those of us with friends 
or family in Mumbai, but the outpour-
ing of love and support from the United 
States was overwhelming. But the an-
guish of those personally impacted by 
these events can only be amplified by 
a hit on commerce which is Mumbai’s 
and India’s lifeblood. In the past weeks, 
the indirect economic toll on Mumbai 
has been substantial.

December is a peak month for tour-
ism in India and, understandably, there 
has been a sharp drop in people wishing 
to travel to India. Similarly a number of 
trade conventions scheduled for Decem-
ber have been canceled and businesses 
in a broad range of industries are see-

ing an abrupt slowdown. The United 
States is India’s largest trading partner 
and Houston itself has extensive trade, 
commercial and educational linkages 
with India. This is driven in part by the 
100,000-plus population of Indo-Ameri-
cans in the greater Houston area and the 
360-plus Houston-based firms with op-
erations in India.

Harish Katharani is a board member 
of the Indo-American Chamber of Com-
merce, Greater Houston (IACCGH) and 
a founder of Southside group of compa-
nies. Katharani, who is based in Hous-
ton, has a medical billing and collection 
company in Mumbai serving physicians, 
emergency rooms and hospitals.

When the Mumbai incident hap-
pened, Southside employees in Mumbai 
kept working to keep serving their cus-
tomers in the state of Texas. Southside 
employees represent the true spirit of 
Mumbai.

Katharani does not feel threatened by 
the terrorists and the attacks have not 
changed his travel plans or his invest-
ment plans. His partner flies to Mumbai 
this week and he is himself planning a 
trip later this month. It is business lead-
ers like Katharani who represent the true 
resilience of the people of Mumbai.

The IACCGH is totally committed to 
respond to the terrorist attack by work-
ing toward enhancing bilateral trade 
between Houston and Mumbai even fur-
ther. The IACCGH joins local and world 
leaders in condemning this recent act of 
cowardice and is determined to build a 
recovery process as soon as possible.

In the wake of the recent killings, busi-
nesses from around the world including 
American companies may be tempted 
to suspend or pull back trade operations 
and visits to India. This will be giving in to 
the terrorists and giving them the victory 
they seek.

The IACCGH will be encouraging local 
businesses to join the chamber in the first 

week of January on a trade mission to 
Mumbai and Delhi to attend the fifth an-
nual Indo U.S. economic summit in Delhi 
on Jan 7-8, 2009.

Terrorism is a global scourge that 
threatens free societies everywhere. The 
United States and its allies have been 
repeatedly confronted by this threat. In-
dia has faced its own series of terrorist 
attacks, planned and coordinated from 
outside its borders, culminating in this 
latest outrage in Mumbai.

Mumbai may have been chosen for 
this attack for two reasons. As India’s 
commercial capital, Mumbai represents 
India’s economic growth and successes 
and as India’s most cosmopolitan city, it 
epitomizes India’s tolerant and multieth-
nic society. These are precisely the values 
which the terrorists would like to destroy 
and we must not let that happen.

Although we need to get to the bottom 
of this latest terrorist outrage, it is equal-
ly important that these attacks do not 
undermine India’s uniquely open society, 
its confidence in itself  or the economic 
vitality that is making India an important 
contributor to global growth — if not, the 
terrorists will have won.

The chamber is committed to facilitate 
the return to normalcy in the relations be-
tween two of the great democracies in the 
world and we will offer all of our capabili-
ties and relationships in both countries to 
make this happen.              n

Dr. Atul VArADhAchAry is president and JAgDip 
AhluwAliA is executive director of the indo-american 
chamber of commerce, Greater Houston.
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Business spirit of Mumbai survives attack 

Varadhachary

Ahluwalia

HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

Harris County Business Development  
Mission to India

APRIL 2008

Judge Emmett Announced Trade Delegation to India in 
April 2008 at the State of the County Address

“With the Port of Houston, the Texas Medical Center, and the headquarters 
for so many international companies located here,  Harris County is a 
major player on the global stage. While the City of Houston and the 
convention and visitors bureau have done much to raise the area’s pro le, 
Harris County is getting more directly involved. the first week of  April, my 
office, working with the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce, the 
Greater Houston Partnership, and organizations and companies in both 
countries, will sponsor a trade mission to Mumbai and Pune, India.” 

Greater Houston Partnership President Jeff Moseley, IACCGH Executive 
Director Jagdip Ahluwalia, Harris County Judge the Honorable Ed Emmett 
and IACCGH President Dr Atul Varadhachary at the State of the County 
annual address hosted by GHP. (Photo Courtesy of Greater Houston 
Partnership)

HARRIS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MISSION TO INDIA: APRIL 2008

Breakfast Meeting In Honor of the Harris County Business Development 
Mission to India

The Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

(IACC) organized a Breakfast Meeting in 

honor of the visiting Harris County 

Business Development Mission to India 

2008 at The Taj President, Mumbai on April 

30, 2008.

The Harris County Delegation was led by 

Judge Ed Emmett and was supported by 

Harris County, Greater Houston 

Partnership, and Indo-American Chamber 

of Commerce of Greater Houston 

(IACCGH).

The Breakfast Meeting commenced with a 

welcome address from Mr R.K. Chopra, 

Secretary General, IACC, who highlighted 

the trends in Indo-US trade and the 

opportunity it presents. He expressed hope 

that more delegations like this are 

organized since they help build mutual 

partnership between Indian and American 

companies.Mr Hemant Sonawala in his 

speech welcomed the delegates from the 

Harris County and remembered the 

long-standing relationship that the 

businesses in the two countries share. 

Judge Emmett recalled his numerous visits 

to the state of Maharashtra and how 

meetings with businessmen here 

convinced him of the underlying 

commonality of the businesses in India & 

USA. He invited Indian businesses to Harris 

County and offered all help that they may 

need to conduct business there. Mr Jagdip 

Ahluwalia of the IACCGH mentioned the 

enthusiastic response he received from 

businesses in India for this delegation. 

Mr Jeff Moseley, President & CEO, Greater 

Houston Partnership deliberated on 

‘Opportunity Houston’. He noted that trade 

between India and Houston totaled more 

than $2.6 billion in 2007, placing India 

among Houston’s top 25 trading partners. 

He added that Houston also has the 

ninth-largest Asian population in the U.S., 

with the Indian community totaling 74,068. 

Also spoke on the occasion were Mr Jim 

Fonteno, commissioner, Port of Houston 

and Mr Sanjay Ram.

Members of the Chamber also utilized the 

breakfast meeting for one-on-one business 

meetings with the visiting business 

delegation. The representatives of Indian 

industries from all quarters were in full 

attendance for the breakfast meeting.

Mumbai, 30 April, 2008 - FICCI organized 

an Interactive Meeting with Trade Mission 

from Harris County and Houston USA, led 

by Mr. Edward M. Emett, Harris County 

Judge, in the city today. The trade mission is 

in India to promote business cooperation, 

investments and trade between India and 

Harris County, Houston.

Mr. Edward M. Emmett, Hon’ble Judge, 

Harris County, USA, said that Harris 

County, home to largest number of Fortune 

500 company Headquarters (Rank 4); 

provider of world class infrastructure 

including multi-modal transportation and 

distribution; innovation capital of the world 

in healthcare, nanotechnology and space 

research; and Energy Capital of the World 

having more than 400 chemical plants and 

petroleum refineries accounting for 40.5% 

of USA’s base petrochemicals manufactur-

ing capacity, was an ideal place for business 

investment and long term partnerships 

with India.

He saw great potential for growth of trade 

with India. It may be noted that Houston’s 

trade with India is over US$2.6 billion, both 

sea borne valued at US$1.8 billion, and air 

borne valued at over US$169.9 million. 

Major imports from India include mineral 

fuel, oils and waxes, articles of iron or steel, 

electrical machinery, equipment and parts, 

organic chemicals, iron and steel. Major 

exports to india include organic chemicals, 

industrial equipment and computers, 

plastics and plastic articles, mineral fuel, 

oils and waxes, iron and steel. 

Mr. Jeff Moseley, President and CEO, 

Greater Houston Partnership, USA, 

outlined Greater Houston Partnership’s 10 

year Strategic Plan to create 600,000 net 

regional jobs, attract $50 billion in capital 

investment and increase foreign trade by 

$120 billion for the greater Houston area.  

He sought long standing partnerships with 

Indian companies in Aerospace and 

aviation, Energy and Petrochemicals, 

Information Technology, Medical and 

Biotechnology and Nanotechnology.

Mr. Jim Fonteno, Port Commissioner, Port 

of Houston Authority, exhorted Indian 

shippers to take full advantage of the sea 

port facilities offered by Port of Houston 

Authority and benefit from Houston’s 

central location to serve the USA market.. 

He said POHA trade with India had 

increased significantly during the past five 

years, and both containerized cargos, as 

well as break-bulk cargos, are increasing at 

an impressive rate of growth. He further 

informed that between 2003 and 2007, 

container trade has 

increased nearly 

145% and break-bulk 

traded between India 

and POHA has grown 

almost 180%.

Earlier, in his 

welcome address, Mr. 

Dilip Dandekar, 

Chairman, FICCI-

MSC and Camlin Ltd., said that India was 

looking for investments and technologies in 

Energy, Biotechnology, Healthcare/

Medicine, Electronics, Information 

Technology, Food Processing and Metal 

Manufacturing from Houston and Harris 

County. He saw a lot of potential for 

cooperation in these areas. He was 

confident that bilateral trade between India 

and Houston which was worth US$2.5 

billion in 2007 would get a further impetus 

with the visit of the distinguished Houston 

Trade Mission.

Mr. Jagdip Ahluwalia, Executive Director, 

Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of 

Greater Houston, USA and the distin-

guished members of the Trade Mission 

representing various industrial sectors such 

as Pharma, Engineering, Construction and 

Environment also spoke at the meeting. 

Harris County, Houston Seeks Long Standing Business Partnerships 
with India

Judge Emmett at 
FICCI in Mumbai

Harris County Judge Ed 
Emmett led an IACCGH 
delegation to India in 2008. 
Accompanied by GHP 
President Jeff Moseley, Port 
Commissioner Jim Fonteno 
and IACCGH leadership, 
the Judge met with and 
encouraged leaders of 
Indian industry in Mumbai 
and Pune to consider Harris 
County as a destination for 
investment and expansion.

Harris County Delegation

The seeds sown by the 
2008 delegation resulted in 
Mahindra USA, Inc. (MUSA) 
choosing Harris County to 
expand their US presence as 
part of the US $ 14.4 billion 
Mahindra Group’s Automotive 
and Farm Sector.

“On behalf of Mahindra 
USA, I would personally 
like to thank the Honorable 
Judge Ed Emmett and the 
Indo- American Chamber of 
Commerce, for their guidance, 
wisdom and support in 
helping bring Harris County to 
the forefront of international 
trade and more specifically, 
for helping Mahindra USA set 
the stage for Our Rise to the 
Future. Thank you.” Mani Iyer

Translates To Inbound Investment
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WE tHANk

Briefing by
US Commercial 
Service
in New Delhi

BMC and IACC - Pune
host reception & meeting 
for visiting delegation 
from Houston

Encouraging expansion and 
investment in the Greater 
Houston region with 
Mahindra & Mahindra

Meeting with
Hon. Thomas L. Vajda, 
US Consul General

Trade Mission to India  
December 3-10, 2014

IACC
Pune Meeting

Meeting with Hon. Thomas L. Vajda, US Consul 
General & Camille Richardson, Chief US 
Commercial Service Officer-Mumbai

IACCGH
GAIL Meeting

Meeting with the Hon. Nitin Gadkari
Minister for Road Transportation & Highways

Naval Academy
Near Malavli-Pune

IACC Mumbai meeting with
JNPT Chairman N. N. Kumar,
preceeding the MOU with 
Port of Houston

IACC-Delhi
Infrastructure Summit

Briefing by
Secretary
Department of 
Transportation

Discussion on Maritime 
Trade between 
Houston & India
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Mayor Annise Parker 
addresses members of 
the Asia Society, Mumbai

Mayor of Mumbai, 
Snehal Ambekar
welcomes the delegation

IACCGH hosts a Welcome 
Reception for Mayor Annise 
Parker and the delegates at 
Khyber, Mumbai

The Consul General of  
Mumbai briefs the delegation 
on India’s political and 
economic developments

Mayor Parker’s Delegation to 
India encourages inbound 
investment to Houston 
April 17 - 28, 2015

IACCGH President 
Ashok Garg along with 
the delegation visits the 
L&T facility, Mumbai

Mayor Annise Parker is 
welcomed at the
Leopold’s Café, Mumbai

Mayor Annise Parker
and members of the delegation 
speaking to the Indian media

The delegation meets  
with senior members of
GAIL, India

IACCGH invited the US 
Ambassador to India
Hon. Richard R. Verma 
to visit Houston

Delegation showcases investment 
opportunities in Houston to 
members of the World Trade Center 
in Mumbai

The delegation visits the
Wankhede Stadium
in Mumbai 

Mayor Annise Parker & 
Senior VP of GHP Bob 
Pertierra with the
PHD Chamber of 
Commerce

IACC Mumbai hosts 
Houston delegation at
Cricket Club of India
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Mayor’s delegation leads to  
inbound delegation from India   
July 9-10, 2015

Walter Van Dvijver
President & CEO  
Reliance USA

Mayor Pro Tem Ed Gonzalez
welcomes Dr.Rajyalakshmi Rao, 
President IACC-Mumbai

Business Briefing at
Greater Houston 
Partnership

Jorge Franz
Senior VP
Houston First & Greater 
Houston Convention  
& Visitors Bureau

Delegates and guests on the
Houston Ship Channel 

Bob Pertierra
of GHP with visiting 
delegation at the 
“top of Houston”

Behind the 
scenes at NASA

Chamber Board members 
and Past Presidents with  
the delegation at
Battleship Texas

Delegates and 
guests explore trade 
opportunities on the
Houston Ship Channel

Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership
welcomes IACC-Mumbai 
delegation

Bayport Container 
Terminal
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ECONOMIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

COMMERCE

2014 201720132011 20132010 2016 2017

2004 20052000 2005 200820062003

Meetings with Port 
of Houston Authority, 
Houston Airport System

Host inbound 
infrastructure 
delegation from India

India Trade Promotion 
Organization
Inbound software  
delegation

Norman Minetta 
U.S Transportation 
Secretary Inbound 
Infrastructure delegation

IACCGH led delegation 
meets Union Minister for 
Commerce and Industry 
Kamal Nath

Sanjay Ramabhadran
& Vivek Menon
1st US- India infrastructure 
Seminar in New Delhi

Som Mittal
Keynote - NASSCOM
Business Process 
Outsourcing Summit

Indo - US
Economic Summit
New Delhi

GHP, Port of 
Houston & 
Houston Airport 
System delegation 
to India

Suresh Kumar
Assistant Secretary — Trade 
Promotion & DG US Foreign 
Commercial Service

Doing Business 
with India 
Summit

Minister of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas
Dr. M.V Moily and GAIL, 
CMD B.C. Tripathi

IACC-Pune
Annual video  
conference meeting

White House
Asia Pacific Economic 
forum

Roundtable discussion
Minister of Oil and 
Natural Gas Dharmendra 
Pradhan and the Indian 
delegation

LyondellBasell 
welcomes 
India’s Minister 
Dharmendra 
Pradhan 

CERA Week
Future of Energy

126 | IACCGH 2017 127 | IACCGH 2017



TEAMWORK IN ACTION
IACCGH offers its members and supporters the opportunity to volunteer at various 

events and plans to build on this in the coming years by involving more members to 

serve on various Chamber committees. We also offer our members the chance to attend 

major local events like the annual Houston Minority Business Council Expo. IACCGH 

appreciates and thanks all our volunteers and staff who have helped the Chamber put 

together the Galas and other events through the years.
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SivA Yenneti
Director Sales & Marketing
iTVibes Inc.

ALABAMA INDIA 
Business Partnerships (AIBP)
1500 1st Ave North, Unit 62
Birmingham, AL 35203
Phone: (205) 980-7665
apa@aibp.us
aibp.us/index/php

US-INDIA BUSINESS FORUM
OF FLORIDA
1625 Eagle Bend,
Weston, FL 33327
Phone: (305) 362-0333

INDO-US CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE
OF NORTH EAST FLORIDA
P.O. Box 550900,
Jacksonville, FL 32255
Phone: (904) 699-1526
president@indous-nefl.com
indousnefl.info

THE INDIA- US CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE, INC.
SOUTH FLORIDA
3801 NE 207 Street, Suite 1102 
Aventura, Florida 33180
Phone: (305) 931.8257
indousa@bellsouth.net
indousasfl.com

INDO-US CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF TAMPA, FL
P.O. Box 20232 
Tampa, FL 33622-0232
Phone: (813) 358-8384
info@indo-us.org
indo-us.org

INDIAN AMERICAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - ORLANDO 
670 N. Orlando Ave, Ste 1003,
Maitland, FL 32751
Phone: (407) 391-5151
info@iaccorlando.com
iaccorlando.com

GEORGIA INDO-AMERICAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
(GIACC)
7742 Spalding Dr. # 209
Norcross, GA 30092
Phone: (678) 230-3283
info@giacc.org
giacc.org

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE OF OKLAHOMA
5801 East 41st St. Suite 603 
Tulsa, OK
Phone: (918) 260-5286
contactus@iaccok.org
iaccok.org

INDIA-US CHAMBER OF OKC 
India-US Chamber
P.O Box 3693,
Edmond OK 73083
Phone: (405) 326-3467
connect@indiaokcchamber.com
indiaokcchamber.com

US INDIA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE DFW
5930 LBJ Freeway, Suite 310 
Dallas, TX 75240
Phone: (214) 346-9559 
info@usicoc.org
usicoc.org

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE  OF GREATER 
HOUSTON
One Riverway, Suite 1700, 
Houston, TX 77056
Phone: (713) 624-7131
info@iaccgh.com
iaccgh.com

ALLIANCE OF INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBERSOUR RESOURCE PARTNERS
We are proud of our network of resource partners. 
Together we continue towards our common goal 
of creating local jobs by helping start and grow 
small and medium businesses and encouraging 
inbound investment from India. 

Ingrid Robinson
President, Houston Minority 
Supplier Development Council

Mark Praigg
Business Advisor
Houston MBDA Business Center

Chris Bilton
Director
Houston MBDA Business Center

Sandra A. Louvier 
Director, Center for 
Entrepreneurship

Tim Jeffcoat
District Director, US Small 
Business Administration

April Day
Women’s Business Enterprise 
Alliance

Milton Thibodeaux
Greater Houston Business 
Procurement Forum

Raj Mashruwalla
SCORE

Carlecia D. Wright
Director, City of Houston Mayor’s 
Office of Business Opportunity

Roberta Skebo
Director, Business Consulting 
- Houston Center, from 
University of Houston Small 
Business Development Center

Richard Ryan
Director
Commercial Service - Houston
U.S. Commercial Service

Cleveland Baker  
Greater Houston Business 
Procurement Forum

Liz Lara Carreno
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small 
Businesses, Outreach Program 
Director & National Faculty

Pedro Garcia
Manager, Small Business Outreach, 
from Port of Houston Authority Small 
Business Development

J. Goodwille Pierre
Past Chair, GPC

Mark Winchester
Deputy District Director
US Small Business Administration 
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ONE RIVERWAY, SUITE 1700, HOUSTON, TX 77056
T: 713-624-7131  |  E: INFO@IACCGH.COM  |  IACCGH.COM

INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF GREATER HOUSTON
DATE IACCGH 2017 EVENTS CALENDAR
January 17 Business of Medicine — Women’s Executive Leadership Panel

February 13 IACCGH Distinguished Lecture Series — Former Ambassador Rinzing Wangdi

February 19
Tax Laws Seminar Chaired by CPA Swapan Dhairyawan,
Moderated by CPA Ajit Thakur

February 27 Reception honoring Asif Dakri on his appointment to the FDIC

March 5 LyondellBasell Facility Tour by India’s Oil and Gas Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan

March 6 IACCGH at CERA Week

March 20 Business Outreach Program — District Director SBA, Tim Jeffcoat 

March 24
“Make in India - The Inside Story” at Asia Society, a partner collaboration with 
Consulate General of India in Houston, India House, IACCGH, and Asia Society

March 25 Mahindra Americas Assembly Plant Tour by Ambassador Navtej Sarna

April 11 Distinguished Lecture Series — Houston Chief of Police – Art Acevedo 

April 18 Young Minds Panel, a NexGen Initiative

May 11
IACCGH and Consul General Dr. Anupam Ray host  
MD Anderson Cancer Center GAP delegates from India

May 23 Shell MWBE TradeShow

June 21 NexGen Networking with Keynote Sukaina Rajani

July 9 RapidFire Pitch Competition by NexGen

July 25 Power Breakfast with Ambassador Chase Untermeyer

July 26 Distinguished Lecture Series with Sheriff Ed Gonzalez

July 26
Business of Medicine with CHI St. Luke’s Health, Sugar Land,  
President Rob Heifner

August 15 Angel Investment Boardroom by NexGen

August 26
IACCGH 18th Annual Gala Keynote Speaker Bob Patel, CEO and Chairman of the 
Management Board LyondellBasell

October 3 Distinguished Lecture Series -  Shell Executive Vice President, Lori Ryerkerk

TBA Women Mean Business - Dr. Amit Goldberg Ray md and Liz Lara Carreno

* Joint events with Resource partners not included

IACCGH DISTINGUISHED LECTURE

WOMEN MEAN BUSINESS

Free for members and invited guests who register by September 7th, 2017. Non Members: $50.00. 
Email your RSVP to rsvp@iaccgh.com or register online at www.iaccgh.com. Business Attire.

LORI RYERKERK
executive vice president
global manufacturing

Dr. AMIT GOLDBERG RAY md
hematology and oncology

LIZ LARA CARRENO
goldman sachs 10,000 small 
businesses, outreach program 
director and national faculty

THE INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF GREATER HOUSTON 
INVITES YOU TO OUR NEXT EVENTS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3rd 2017
11:30am-1:30pm
THE HESS CLUB
5430 WESTHEIMER RD, HOUSTON, TX 77056

DATE AND VENUE  TO BE DECIDED

Media Sponsor

Media Sponsor

Sponsored by

Sponsored by



Food safety 
and access

Cleaner air 
and fuel 

efficiency

Clean 
water

Sustainable 
and modern 

living

Quality 
healthcare

Every day our 13,000 employees around the world produce the plastics, chemicals, materials, 
fuels and technologies that help meet the challenges of today while advancing innovations 
that will improve tomorrow. Our materials and technologies are advancing solutions in:

ADVANCING THE POSITIVE FUTURE 
WE KNOW IS POSSIBLE.

advancingpossible.com

1685_2017_June_Indo-AmericanChamber_Ad_Idea.indd   3 7/31/17   10:39 AM

IACCGH thanks 
Consul General 
Dr. Anupam Ray
and his staff at the 
Consulate General of 
India in Houston for their 
support and service to 
the community.
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Your journey starts in our 

modern, elegant United 

Polaris lounge, where you can 

recharge with gourmet meals 

and resting pods or engage in 

a quiet work session until  it ’s 

time for takeoff.

Now open at 

Chicago O’hare (ORD)

Near gate C18
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Arts, food, shoppping, entertainment, 
outdoors and more – Houston has it all!
 
Planning the perfect family getaway is easier than ever! Get 
started by building a custom travel itinerary and create your 
inspired Houston vacation at VisitHOUSTON.com.

#MyHouston
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Port Houston has been a part of the Houston community for over 
100 years. We are responsible for over 1.2 million jobs and with 
our new super post-Panamax, ship-to-shore cranes we are poised 
and ready to accommodate the next generation of container 
vessels. The new cranes are just a portion of the $700 million 
modernization project that further establishes Port Houston as 
the leading Gulf Coast port. Call or visit us online to learn more 
about Port Houston, The International Port of Texas.

PortHouston.com • 713-670-2400
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Congratulations IACCGH

On another successful 
year.

Keep up the good work!

-Hemant Goradia, CEO

A small vote 
of thanks

and support of
the Chamber for
18th Annual Gala
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Learn more at CHIStLukesHealth.org.

Best Wishes from The Shipcom Family!! 
 
Since its founding in 1997, Shipcom Wireless Inc., USA, has 
become a leading provider of integrated supply chain 
execution software solutions, focusing on the automatic 
identification and data collection (AIDC), radio frequency 
identification (RFID), and enterprise mobility markets.  Shipcom 
delivers solutions in the areas of asset tracking, asset 
maintenance, warehousing, transportation, logistics execution 
(LES), manufacturing execution (MES), and much more. 
 
Shipcom Wireless 
11200 Richmond Ave. 
Suite 552 
Houston, Texas 77082 
Email: atyebji@shipcomwireless.com 
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ELECTRIC KARMA

ELECTRIC KARMA
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

281.705.9929
1.855.690.2677

www.electric-karma.com
info@electric-karma.com

Exquisite style, world-
class service, and 

flawless execution are 
defining characteristics 
of the Electric Karma 

Experience. The 
renowned event 

planning company 
specializes in Indian 
and fusion weddings 

throughout the 
United States and 

internationally. 

Call today begin  
your experience!
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Diversity Comes Naturally  
to Halliburton
The varied and complex challenges of our industry demand problem solvers who  
bring a wide range of backgrounds, experience, and perspectives to every project.  
No company in the energy industry has had greater success than Halliburton in 
creating  a global team of intelligent, inventive professionals dedicated to taking on 
those challenges together. With over 50,000 employees representing 140 nationalities 
around the world, diversity is pretty much second nature to us.

We know firsthand that diversity in our workforce guarantees the best thinking for 
even the biggest problems. It’s what keeps Halliburton growing and thriving.

halliburton.com
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Proud member of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston

 

 

 

 

“Making a Difference in Biomedical Research” 
Owned and Operated by Gopal Savjani & Rajen Savjani 

 

Ansh Labs is an innovative life sciences company with a vision to be the 
leading provider of biotechnology solutions for biomedical research, 

drug development, drug delivery systems, and in vitro diagnostics.  We 
are committed to the research and development of significant 

hormones and novel antibodies to advance pharmaceutical discovery, 
development, and clinical diagnostics. 
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  www.vkcgrp.com/our_locations

Houston Energy Corridor

18861 Katy Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77094

T 281 492 6300

Stylish Rooms

Delicious Food

Reunions

All the extras you’ll love

Meeting Room

www.fourpointshoustonenergycorridor.com
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Members of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants & (TSCPAs)
We believe in Commitment, Confidentiality, Prompt Service and Special Care

SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN, CPA

 • A Full Service CPA Firm 
• Corporate & Individual Tax Preparation and Planning

• Sales Tax and IRS Representation 
• Establish Corporation
•Partnership and LLC 

• Bookkeeping
•Financial Statements Preparation•Financial Statements Preparation

• Sales Tax & Payroll Tax Preparation
•Overseas Voluntary Disclosure Program and FBAR Reporting

8303 SW FWY STE 570
HOUSTON TX 77074

TEL: 713-774-6533/6933

3030 LBJ FWY STE 300
DALLAS TX 75234
TEL. 214-722-7545

17819 Erinwood Center, Ste.D
Spring, TX 77379

TEL. 281-251-2205

www.mdassociatescpas.com
MD & ASSOCIATES, LLP

© 2017 OCuSOFT, Inc., 
Rosenberg, TX 77471

Making Your Vision Ours
OCuSOFT®, a privately held research, development and supply 
company specializing in eye and skin care, started with a vision 
to address the needs of those suffering from ocular surface 
disease with innovative solutions. For more than 30 years, 
OCuSOFT® has served the community with a unique selection 
of proprietary brands. 

(800) 233-5469
www.ocusoft.com 

8303 SW FWY, STE 960
HOUSTON, TX 77074

TEL. 713-774-6533/6933

3030 LBJ FWY, STE 300
DALLAS, TX 75234
TEL. 972-998-9951

17819 Erinwood Center, STE D
SPRING, TX 77379
TEL. 281-251-2205
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50,000 new cancer  
patients every year.  
1 new amateur astronaut.

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com

FIGHT CANCER

At Texas Oncology, our patients are as remarkable as our care. That’s why we do more than help them fight 

cancer; we treat every treatment like a breakthrough. With 420+ physicians, 175+ locations statewide and 

thousands of patients on clinical trials, we provide leading-edge care for more than 50,000 Texans every year  

— including extraordinary patients like Trent. With his cancer in remission, he’s advancing science in zero gravity. 

See his story at TexasOncology.com/Trent

BAYTOWN  •  BEAUMONT  •  HOUSTON  •  KATY
PEARLAND  •  SUGAR LAND  •  TEXAS CITY
THE WOODLANDS  •  TOMBALL  •  WEBSTER

TXO2277_Houston_IACCGH_Trent_Ad_8p5x11_FIN.indd   1 6/15/17   3:51 PM
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At Vega Energy, our business is centered on providing innovative solutions and
superior execution for our customers. For over 25 years, Vega and its predecessor
companies have been engaged in the management, optimization and development
of natural gas assets. Over the past 4 years, Vega Energy has expanded its
development efforts by participating in four midstream natural gas pipeline projects
that, together, will require the deployment of over $6.0 billion in capital. These
projects will serve to provide both long-term, economic solutions for our physical
customers and attractive returns for our industry partners.
By structuring solutions for various customers, including producers, midstream
companies, utilities, LNG exporters, large end-users and retail aggregators, Vega
remains a trusted name when it comes to managing North America’s most
important natural resources.

M I D S T R E A M  S O L U T I O N S  T O D A Y ,  F O R  C L E A N 
A N D  R E L I A B L E  E N E R G Y  T O M O R R O W

VEGA ENERGY PARTNERS, LTD.  /  3701 KIRBY DR., SUITE 1290  / HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098  /  713.527.0557

vegaenergy.com
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www.ssrx.com | www.southsidehealthcare.org
@ssrxhealth

We are a pharmacist owned and operated company that has been helping 
families with their outpatient medical needs since 1992.

Our portfolio ranges from retail pharmacies, specialty/LTC pharmacies, 
infusion services, compounding, home healthcare services, medical supply 
and durable medical equipment.

Southside also has an entire division devoted to physician services, billing 
and coding, electronic medical record solutions, revenue cycle
management and hospital pharmacy management.

Corporate Headquarters
7700 Main Street, Suite 210, Houston, TX 77030-4457

Telephone
(713) 660-8888  I  (713) 660-8890  |  Fax (713) 661-4828  |  (888) 660-MEDS

Home Health          RX Website
(713) 660-6671       www.ssrx.com

• Retail Pharmacy
• Specialty Pharmacy
• Infusion Services
• Home Heallhcare

• Medical Supply
• Drug Screening
• Revenue Cycle
  Management

Free Local Delivery
(713) 660-8888



160 | IACCGH 2017 161 | IACCGH 2017

Houston Airports connect the businesses, cultures and economies of the world to 
the most vibrant city in this nation. With George Bush Intercontinental Airport and William P. 
Hobby Airport, Houston boasts two airports with international service that reach nearly 200 routes 
and cover six continents. Innovative thinking and pioneering technology provide safer and more 
direct routes, quicker and more efficient international travel processing, customer-focused service 
and commitment to providing a world-class traveling experience.

• Ground-Based Augmentation System uses GPS technology for improved landings

• Optimized Profile Descent provides more efficient landings & reduces noise & fuel

• Free WiFi in both airports: one of top 10 fastest systems worldwide

• More than 50 Automated Passport Control & Global Entry kiosks

fly2houston.com

Exceptional Cancer Care 
Just Got Even Better
In our beautiful new facility, everything is under one roof – from our 
connected team of experts to state-of-the-art technology for radiation therapy.

M O R E  W A Y S  T O  C O N Q U E R  C A N C E R

Kelsey-Seybold’s nationally accredited Cancer Center is focused on not only treating patients, but on 

providing personal, coordinated care that encourages healing. 

Now, with state-of-the-art technology for radiation therapy and our beautiful and spacious facilities, 

we’re better equipped than ever to help our patients be victorious over cancer. It’s just one more way our 

exceptional cancer care has gotten even better.

Kelsey-Seybold.com/CancerCenter  |  713-442-1080

IndoAmericanChamberGalaAdCancerCenter.indd   1 7/29/16   4:17 PM
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At H-E-B, we value our

partnerships with women 

and minority suppliers.

Through their contributions,

we better understand the

needs of our customers 

and add to the growth 

of our company and the

communities we serve.

For more information on becoming a supplier with H-E-B, visit 

www.heb.com
©2008 H-E-B Food Stores

®

Final HEB Diversity Red ads.qxp  4/7/08  11:24 AM  Page 3

Get the Story.
Make the connection.

Close the deal.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
AND GET IT ALL FOR 

ONE LOW PRICE!

•  Weekly Edition
•  Apple Newsstand App
•  Daily Email Alerts
•  Exclusive Online Tools
•  FREE Book of Lists (an $80.00 value)*

Start using the Digital Book of Lists today and receive 
the Printed Book of Lists when next published*

For more information contact, Sheila Stringer, Office Administrator 
sstringer@bizjournals.com  |  713-395-9647
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Managed by Laura Furr 713-395-9626, @HBJLaura lfurr@bizjournals.com

3,698The number of local projects  Jones | Carter was managing as of Q2 2016. Jones | Carter reported the most managed projects among companies on The List.  

1,300The number of local projects  LJA Engineering completed in 2015. LJA Engineering reported the most completed projects among companies on The List.  

MOST LOCAL LICENSED ENGINEERSLJA ENGINEERING 97JONES | CARTER 86LOCKWOOD, ANDREWS & NEWNAM 79

BROWN & GAY
75DANNENBAUM ENGINEERING 74

ABOUT THE LISTInformation was obtained from company representatives and HBJ research. Not all information could be independently verified by HBJ. RS&H Inc., which ranked No. 20 on last year’s list, did not respond to requests for information. 
NEED A COPY OF THE LIST?Information for obtaining reprints, web permissions and commemorative plaques, call 877-397-5134. More information can be found online at HoustonBusinessJournal.com by clicking the “Store” tab near the top of the site.

WANT TO BE ON THE LIST?If you wish to be surveyed when The List is next updated, or if you wish to be considered for other Lists, email your contact information to Laura Furr at lfurr@bizjournals.com
NA = information not available

R CLOSER LOOK

LARGEST HOUSTON-AREA CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING FRIMS

RANKED BY GROSS LOCAL BILLINGS IN 2015
Company NameWebsite

Location
Phone Gross Local

Billings1
Local LicensedEngineers2

Top Local Executive(s) HeadquartersYear Founded Locally

11 Burns & McDonnellEngineering Company Inc. 1
burnsmcd.com 1700 West Loop S, #1500Houston, TX 77027713-622-0227

$395.3
million 28 Leslie Duke, SVP/general manager Houston operations

lduke@burnsmcd.com Kansas City, MO
1994

22 LJA Engineering Inc.3 2
www.ljaengineering.com 2929 Briarpark Dr., #600Houston, TX 77042713-953-5200

$106.45
million 97

Calvin Ladner, presidentcladner@ljaengineering.com Houston
1972

33 AECOM *aecom.com
5444 Westheimer Rd., #200Houston, TX 77056713-780-4100

$91.58
million 50

Michelle Council, area metro managermichelle.council@aecom.com Los Angeles
1990

44 Fugro Consultants Inc. 5
fugro.com

6100 HillcroftHouston, TX 77081713-369-5400
$64.63
million 30

Recep Yilmaz, presidentryilmaz@fugro.com
Houston

1947

55 Brown & Gay Engineers Inc.
(dba BGE, Inc.) 3bgeinc.com 10777 Westheimer Rd., #400Houston, TX 77042281-558-8700

$60.1
million 75

Lee Lennard, president/CEOllennard@browngay.com Houston
1975

66 Jones|Carter 4jonescarter.com 6330 West Loop South, 150Bellaire, TX 77401713-777-5337
$58.5

million 86 Robert Aylward, CEO/presidentRAyleward@jonescarter.comKristin Kautz, director of marketingkkautz@jonescarter.com Houston
1976

77 Tolunay-Wong Engineers, Inc.
7

www.tweinc.com
10710 S. Sam Houston Pkwy.W, #100Houston, TX 77031713-722-7064

$44.3
million 14

Daniel Wong, president/CEOdwong@tweinc.com
Houston

1993

88 Walter P Moore 9www.walterpmoore.com 1301 McKinney, #1100Houston, TX 77010713-630-7300
$36

million 72
Dilip Choudhuri, President/CEO

Houston
1931

99 Cobb, Fendley & Associates
Inc. 10
cobbfendley.com 13430 Northwest Fwy., #1100Houston, TX 77040713-462-3242

$30.06
million 41 Dale Conger, presidentdconger@cobbfendley.comAmi Goudie, marketing directoragoudie@cobbfendley.com

Houston
1980

1010 Costello Inc. 15costelloinc.com 9990 Richmond Ave., #450NHouston, TX 77042713-783-7788
$29.42
million 47

Dustin O'Neal, president
Houston

1991

1111 BEI Engineers 8www.bei-us.com 12301 Kurland Drive , #250Houston, TX 77034713-475-2424
$28.9

million 4 Fred Bandini, president/CEOfdbandini@bei-us.comSusan Bandini, EVPsmbandini@bei-us.com Houston
1988

1212 Dannenbaum EngineeringCorp. 14dannenbaum.com 3100 W. Alabama St.Houston, TX 77098713-520-9570
$28.64
million 74

James Dannenbaum, chairman/president
Houston

1945

1313 Lockwood, Andrews &Newnam Inc. 12lan-inc.com 2925 Briar Park Dr., #400Houston, TX 77042713-266-6900
$28

million 79
Dennis Petersen, president/CEOdpetersen@lan-inc.com Houston

1935

1144 PGAL 6pgal.com
3131 Briarpark Dr., #200Houston, TX 77042713-622-1444

$27.17
million 13

Jeff Gerber, CEOCostas Georghiou, PrincipalDerron Vincik, Principal Houston
1946

1515 RPS Klotz Associates4
13

klotz.com
1160 Dairy Ashford, Suite 500Houston, TX 77079281-589-7257

$24.61
million 41

D. Wayne Klotz, presidentwayne.klotz@klotz.com Houston5
1985

1616 Binkley & Barfield Inc. *
www.binkleybarfield.com 1710 Seamist DriveHouston, TX 77008713-869-3433

$24.23
million 26

Larry Barfield, President & Chairmanlmb@binkleybarfield.com Houston
1972

1717 HNTB Corporation 11
hntb.com

2950 N. Loop W, #900Houston, TX 77092713-354-1500
$23.65
million 26

Tom Ellis, VPtellis@hntb.com Kansas City, MO
1980

1818 IDS Engineering Group 16
idsengineeringgroup.com 13430 Northwest Fwy., #700Houston, TX 77040713-462-3178

$20
million 21

Timothy Buscha, presidenttbuscha@idsengineeringgroup.com Houston
1970

1199 R.G. Miller Engineers Inc. 18
rgmiller.com

16340 Park Ten Pl., #350Houston, TX 77084713-461-9600
$15.3

million 19
Jack Miller, presidentjmiller@rgmiller.com

Houston
1966

2200 Cardno Haynes Whaley Inc. 17
cardnohayneswhaley.com

3700 W. Sam Houston Pkwy.S, #100Houston, TX 770427138681591
$12.72
million 24

Larry Whaley, presidentlarry.whaley@hayneswhaley.com Houston
1976

2121 Kimley-Horn and Associates
Inc. 22
kimley-horn.com 12012 Wickchester Ln., #500Houston, TX 77079281-597-9300

$12
million 25

Chris Frysinger, VPchris.frysinger@kimley-horn.com Raleigh, NC
1992

2222 Atkins North America *
www.atkinsglobal.com/northamerica

17220 Katy Freeway - Building1, Suite 200Houston, TX 77094713.576.8500
$11.5

million 8
Dillon Fugate, Office Leaderdillon.fugate@atkinsglobal.com Tampa, FL

1975

2323 Freese and Nichols Inc. 21
freese.com 10497 Town and CountryWay, #600Houston, TX 77024713-600-6800

$11.3
million 29

Jeff Taylor, division managerjeff.taylor@freese.com Fort Worth
2000

2244 Bury Inc. 23www.buryinc.com 7660 Woodway Dr., #400Houston, TX 77063713-212-0011
$8.97

million 5
Steve Bushong, managing principalsbushong@buryinc.com Austin

2004

2525 Huitt-Zollars Inc. *huitt-zollars.com 1500 Dairy Ashford, #200Houston, TX 77077281-496-0066
$8.04

million 19
Gregory Wine, SVPgwine@huitt-zollars.com Dallas

1982

Billings for all Houston-area projects in FY 2015

1

Houston-area engineers who hold a civil or structural license with the

state of Texas

2

LJA Engineering acquired Corpus Christi-based Coym, Rehmet &

Gutierrez Engineering LP in July 2016.

3

Previously listed as Klotz Associates Inc.

4

U.S. headquarters.
5
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713-395-9637

@HBJOLIVIA

Senior Web Editor 

Olivia Pulsinelli

THE SKINNY
After scooping up several companies over 

the past few years, it’s Mattress Firm Holding 

Corp.’s turn to be acquired. South Africa-

based Steinhoff International Holdings NV 

will buy the Houston-based retailer (Nasdaq: 

MFRM) in a $3.8 billion deal, including debt.

The deal, which should close by the end 

of the third quarter, is expected to create 

the world’s largest multibrand mattress retail 

distribution network. It also marks Steinhoff’s 

first entrance into the U.S. market. 

THE DETAILS
Steinhoff will pay $64 per share for 

Mattress Firm, representing a total equity 

value of about $2.4 billion. Although that’s 

a premium of 115 percent compared to 

Mattress Firm’s closing price of $29.74 on 

Aug. 5, it’s also near Mattress Firm’s 52-week 

high of $65.51. That offer could help quell 

potential shareholder lawsuits.

Steve Stagner, Mattress Firm’s executive 

chairman and chairman of the board, will 

join Steinhoff’s executive committee. No 

other immediate changes to the Mattress 

Firm management are expected, and 

the company still plans to move into its 

new Houston headquarters over the next 

couple of months. The 130,000-square-foot 

property at 10201 S. Main St. can house 

650 employees at full capacity, though 

Mattress Firm has a little less than 500 local 

employees currently. 

MATTRESS FIRM’S BACKSTORY

Mattress Firm has 3,594 locations across the 

country and about 25 percent market share 

among mattress specialty retailers in the U.S. 

Its 2016 sales are projected to be about $3.8 

billion. The company has grown substantially 

in recent years with 26 acquisitions since 

2005, including Mattress Giant in 2012, 

Sleep Train in 2014, and Sleepy’s within the 

past year. Ken Murphy, Mattress Firm’s new 

CEO, said in March the company planned to 

focus on integrating its recent acquisitions 

rather than targeting new ones.

However, the acquisitions also helped 

Mattress Firm rack up debt, which increased 

to about $1.4 billion following the $780 

million Sleepy’s deal.

STEINHOFF’S BACKSTORY

Steinhoff, which has been called “Africa’s 

Ikea,” according to the Wall Street Journal, 

has a market cap of $24 billion. It also has 

grown substantially with acquisitions, allowing 

the company to expand into Australia, Asia 

and Europe. Steinhoff first tried to enter the 

U.S. market in 2012 by acquiring Sealy Corp. 

Tempur-Pedic ended up the victor in that deal, 

purchasing Sealy for $229 million.

THE PLAYERS
Linklaters LLP acted as legal counsel to 

Steinhoff. Mattress Firm’s exclusive financial 

adviser for the transaction was Barclays. 

Ropes & Gray LLP acted as legal counsel to 

Mattress Firm.

SOUTH AFRICAN CO. SPRINGS INTO U.S. MARKET 

WITH MATTRESS FIRM BUY
MATTRESS FIRM  

HOLDING CORP.

HQ: Houston

Founded: 1986

Net sales: $2.54 billion 

in 2015, before acquiring 

Sleepy’s

Top exec: Ken Murphy, 

president and CEO; 

Steve Stagner, executive 

chairman and chairman of 

the board

Employees: 10,552 

companywide, after the 

Feb. 5 acquisition of 

Sleepy’s

What it does: Specialty 

retailer of mattresses and 

related products

NYSE: MFRM

STEINHOFF 

INTERNATIONAL 

HOLDINGS NV

HQ: Stellenbosch, South 

Africa

Founded: 1964

Pro forma 2015 revenue: 

$15.2 billion

Top exec: CEO Markus 

Jooste

Employees: 105,000 

across all segments 

What it does: An 

integrated retailer that 

manufactures, sources and 

retails furniture, household 

goods and general 

merchandise in Europe, 

Australia/Asia and Africa

Ken Murphy

Steve Stagner

r
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Houston energy co. 
nabs $625M in assets
The deal makes the company 
the second-largest operator 
in the Eagle Ford Shale. 
DEAL OF THE WEEK, 4

r
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On smartphones and tablets 
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Daily email updates 
HoustonBusinessJournal.com/email

LARGEST TITLE COMPANIES SECTION 2, PAGE 4

EDUCATION

Education consultant 
teaches parents to 
navigate the system
Figuring out which school your child 
should attend can be a daunting 
task for native Houstonians, let alone 
newcomers. PAUL TAKAHASHI, 43

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Leasing interest high 
for new creative space
The owner of a downtown Houston 
building recently unveiled four office 
suites designed by some of Houston’s 
top interior architecture firms.  
CARA SMITH, 14

TECH

Houston unveils 
plan to become 
innovation hub
The plan has been in the works since 
2013. JOE MARTIN, 12

RESIDENTIAL

Class B apartment 
market squeezed 
by tight supply
While developers were busy adding 
Class A apartments to Houston’s skyline, 
investors were feverishly buying and 
selling older apartments across the 
Bayou City. PAUL TAKAHASHI, 10

READY 
FOR THE 

NEXT 
ROUND 

Out-of-town liquor 
stores duke it out 

with longstanding 
shops. Who will end 

up on top? 20

COVER STORY

TOP BRASS

MEET THE  
HARDEST-WORKING 

BROKERS IN 
HOUSTON 

SECTION 2

DANIEL KRAMER/HBJ

DANIEL ORTIZ/HBJ
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The Indo American community is the most lucrative
and influential ethnic group in the US with the highest 

per-capita income and education level.Indo-American News 
reaches this group with local and global news pertaining to the community.

Indo-American News helps your business

First and oldest South Asian weekly in Texas - 35th year in publication
Most comprehensive coverage of local businesses & events in Texas

Highest advertiser support and loyalty - print & online

36  th

YEAR

Our

Promote your business 
in Print, E-blast,Website, 

Facebook & Twitter

7457 Harwin Drive Suite 262, 
Houston, TX 77036

713-789-NEWS (6397) 
indoamericannews@yahoo.com 

www.indoamerican-news.com

OPEN FORUM
RADIO PROGRAM

WHERE YOUR OPINION COUNTS

Listen to Open Forum at 106.1 FM
IN HOUSTON

EVERY SATURDAY 4 PM TO 6 PM

STUDIO LINE 800-444-1061

HOSTS dinkar chheda, jagat kamdar & subodh bhuchar
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Remarkable overage of local events, variety of editorial 
content and clean look. 

India Herald keeps you informed about people and 
developments in our expanding community, in addition 

to providing reading material for the entire family.
Download Indiaherald app today at the Playstore.

www.india-herald.com
editor@india-herald.com

281-980-6745

WE BRING THE WORLD TO YOU
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
INDIA’S PREMIER NEWS AGENCY

GREETINGS & CONGRATS
FOR BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN INDIA & USA

PO BOX 17551, SUGAR LAND, TX 77496

Pa l  Pa l  Ke  Gee t
MAL MAL SE GEET

Ka l  Ke  Gee t
AAJ KE GEET

Saturday and Sunday from 2 pm - 6 pm on AM 1320 KXYZ  | Streams live on www.shobajoshi.com
For advertisement please contact Shoba Joshi at 832-878-4338

Saturday and Sunday 2 pm - 6 pm on AM 1320 KXYZ

Talk shows, Interviews, Community Events,  
Hiren Joshi’s Hollywood- Bollywood crossover 
news on Sundays and much more....

Stay Tuned for Shoba Joshi’s Geetanjali Radio
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  info@gtxprod.com                  832.623.6091

RedwingCreativE
Redwing

creative

Where ideas take wing
 Branding

  Websites
   Consulting

832.797.1682
lacey@redwingcreative.com

Rice University
congratulates IACCGH

on another
productive year
and best wishes

for a successful gala

GHUNGROO
Sunday

7:00am - 2:00pm

MUSIC OF INDIA
Every Saturday
7:00am - 2:00pm

KXYZ 1320 AM
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CALL 
Ramesh Cherivirala, MS, Ph.D, LUTCF 

Financial Adviser 

For All your Insurance and Financial Needs 

 13135 Dairy Ashford Rd, # 550 
Sugar Land, TX 77478 
Bus: (281) 295-2726 
Cell: (713) 875-4336 
Email: rcherivirala@ft.newyorklife.com 

Life Insurance 
Long term care insurance 
Disability Insurance* 
Fixed# and Variable Annuities 
Health Insurance* 
Managed Accounts # 
IRA, 401k, 403b, 529 plans## 
Roll over of 401k, 403b, TRS, TSA 
Defined Benefit Plans 

Planning Services: 
Estate Planning 
Retirement Planning 
Education Planning 
Life Insurance Planning 
Business Planning 
Investment Planning 
Net worth Analysis 

Visit his web site at www.RCherryFinancial.Com 
# Financial Adviser offers advisory services through Eagle Strategies LLC, A Registered Investment Adviser; 
## Registered representative offers securities through NYLIFE Securities, LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC); A licensed insurance agency 
Agent, New York Life Insurance company, 3200 Southwest Freeway, # 1900 Houston, TX 77027; 713-961-4545 
*Products offered through one or more carriers not affiliated with New York Life insurance company, dependent on carrier au-
thorization and product availability in your state and locality. 
 

Member 2005, 16 & 17 - Million Dollar 
Round Table (MDRT): Premier association 
of financial professionals, recognized 
globally as the standard of excellence in 
life insurance sales performance in insur-
ance and financial services industry. 
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Prime Laser Center utilize
s the state

 of the art 
most advanc

ed ND; YAG Lasers 

which safely
 and effect

ively treat u
nwanted hair 

for permanent removal. 

Call us for a
 Free Consultation

!

3 Locations to Serve you:

2121 Sage Rd, Suite: 228, Houston, TX 77056

2655 Cordes Dr, Suite: 120, Sugar Land, TX 77479

777 S. Fry Rd, Suite: 101, Katy TX 77450

Med Spa 

&  

Laser Hair Removal Center

Tel: 281-903-7470 

• www.PrimeLaserCenter.com

& Sugar Land

$1,500 Full Body

Laser Hair Removal Package &

Lifetime Warranty

voiceofasi
aonline.comVOICE OF ASIA

28 years of dedicated service to the community 

Serving Harris, Fort Bend and Surrounding Counties for 29 years

Vol. 30  No. 26  Friday,  June 30, 2017 •   Published Weekly from Houston  • 713-774-5140   24 Pages  ( 2 sections)   50 cents   E-mail: voiceasia@aol.com

Facing revolt on
 

Healthcare bill, 

Senate Republicans 

delay vote

Read  on Page 18 or 

Call 832-806-1000

#FESTIVEEDIT

HOUSTON
Curated by

INDIA HOUSE

8888 W Bellfort St,

Houston, Texas

JULY 8TH, 2017

12PM to 5PM

Archana Yenna - 9737225438 

RSVP: info@indiaspopup.com

CLOTHING - JEWELRY - ACCESSORIES

Showcasing Over 20+ India’s 

most celebrated designers

under one roof!

For the first time in

HOUSTON!

Bal C. Trivedi

JD, MBA, MSME
Free 30-min consultation on Tuesdays

Up to 2% rebate on new homes

1415 North Loop W. Ste: 616, Houston, TX 77008 • Call/Text: 281-451-8112 •  Fax: 855-271-3371 • www.baltrivedi.com • E-mail: bal@baltrivedi.com 

Celebrating over 21 years in law & over 40 years in Real Estate Practice.

Looking for motivated associates to join our growing practice offering very high payouts.

• Wills, Revocable / Irrevocable Trusts & Estate Planning.

• EB1 Green card - Conditional guarantee or refund

• Incorporation / LLC: Asset protection & Tax planning.

• We rebate commission directly to Purchasers, not agents.

• Prestigious builders in Houston and surrounding areas.

• Must pre-register us at builders sales offices.

by Jerome Cartillier

WASHINGTON 

DC | AFP - 

US President 

Donald Trump and Indian 

Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi embraced each 

other as friends and part-

ners Monday, pledging 

their quest for economic 

growth would strengthen 

rather than undermine ties 

between the world’s two 

largest democracies.

While Trump’s relations 

with some traditional al-

lies had a rocky start, he 

and Modi appeared to 

strike up an immediate 

rapport in their first meet-

ing, exchanging hugs in 

the White House Rose 

Garden in front of report-

ers.
Any differences over is-

sues such as immigration 
US President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi during their first meeting. AFP photo. 

CENTER

by Manu Shah

About 400 Housto-

nians moved in har-

mony, stretching 

and breathing mindfully in a 

guided yoga session at Levy 

Park. The event was orga-

nized to mark the Third Inter-

national Day of Yoga on June 

21st by the Indian Consulate 

in Houston with the support of 

over 15 community organiza-

tions. Event coordinator and 

Swayamsevak Sharad Amin 

thanked the participants and 

observed that thunderstorm 

warnings and an overcast sky 

did not deter the yoga prac-

titioners from attending the 

group practice. 

Harris County Judge Ed 

Emmett made a brief appear-

ance to show his support for 

the day and noted that “yoga 

is not just about stretching but 

a key component in self-real-

ization.”

Deputy Consul General of 

India in Houston, Surendra 

Aadhana highlighted the fact 

that “yoga is connecting the 

world with India.” He also 

announced an initiative by 

Consul General Dr. Anupam 

Ray for the formation of an al-

liance with yoga institutes and 

teachers to “bring their syner-

gies and best practices togeth-

er” with a view to promote 

yoga in a more organized and 

concerted manner. HSS volun-

teers with Anant Samdani kick 

Deputy Consul General of India, Houston, Surendra 

Aadhana addressing the gathering (Photo: Bijay Dixit)
Harris County Judge Ed Emmett speaking at the IDY at 

the Levy Park on June 21 (Photo: Bijay Dixit)

started the efforts during the event.

After an opening prayer by Madhukar Adi, 

Yoga participants at the IDY. Photo: Bijay Dixit.

voiceofasi
aonline.com

TRENT INTERNATIONALE SCHOOL

281-980-5800 • Visit us: www.trentinternationale.com Enroll 
Today!

• AP/Noble Classes

• College Dual Credit Program

• Chinese & Spanish Classes

• After school activities

• International Baccalaureate
Admissions@trentinternationale.com

2553 Cordes Dr, Sugar Land, TX 77489

Pre-K to 12th grade

World class Teachers Advanced Academics
  Sports & Athletics    Th e Arts Program

J   L
AW

 O
FFICE OF PEJMAN MAADANI 

Quality 
Legal 

Representation

Serious Car Accident?

“An injury should not wreck your life. If you don’t 

take action, it will. We attempt to put the high-

est percentage of final recovery money in your 

pocket.” - P.J. Maadani, Attorney.

Truck wrecks, Wrongful Deaths, Brain & Spinal cord injury, Slip & 

Fall, Construction Injuries, Medical malpractice, & Vicious Dog bites

Call your trusted Personal Injury Lawyer!

Attorney P.J.Maadani

Personal Injury Lawyer

(713) 782-5353

6430 Richmond Ave, Suite 480 

Houston, TX 77057

PJ@AttorneyMaadani.com

LEAVE THE FIGHT TO US!

We also deal with 

Business & Corporate Law

PRINCIPAL OFFICE

NO RECOVERY = NO ATTORNEY FEES

Continued on page 3
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3rd International Day 

of Yoga in Houston

Organizations to form an Alliance 

to promote IDY  in Bayou City

Trump and Modi hail 

friendship at first talks
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Tel: 713-774-5140 

• Tax Preparation for Individuals, partnerships, & corporations

• Audit, Compilation and Review of Financial Statements

• Medicare and Medicaid Cost Reports

• IRS Issues-Audit Representation and Tax Collection Matters

• Offer in Compromise, Installment Agreements, Levies and liens

DARSHAN WADHWA MBA CPA   Since 1982Tel: 832-668-4770 • 713-349-0273 • Fax: 713-357-4822

Email: Wadhwa1181@gmail.com • 4212 Sunset Blvd, Houston, TX 77005

VOA 
voiceofasiaonline.com

It’s yourpromise.We just helpyou keep it.
Ina C. Patel, CLTC, LUTCF

Agent - New York Life Insurance Company

3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 1900,

Houston, Texas 77027Cell: (713) 591- 4130
www.inapatel.com

SMRU # 1734717 (Exp: 4/25/2019)

Thomas Chen, 
Business Controller

Lic # 017776

• lovedonescares.com/houston-tx • 832-770-9234 • HouTX102@lovedonescares.com

• Free in home client need assessment by RN

• 24/7 Registered nurse on call

• Certified Nursing Assistant is screened, bonded     

  and insured.

We provide services that make it 

possible for aging seniors to continue 

living in their own homes.

We accept
Private pay, Medicaid and

Long Term Care Insurance

AUTHORIZED PARTNER

SALE
               summer

Enjoy 20%-45% OFF
Jewelry, Swiss Watches, Crystal, Pens and more...  

5623 Hillcroft St.    713.783.0808    www.karat22.com

Jewelers with a touch of class 

Give Your Savings a 
B O O S T !
1.40

*Annual percentage yield (APY) is effective as of this publication date through 07/31/17 and subject to change 

without notice.  Penalty for early withdrawal.  Fees could reduce earnings on the account.  Promotional rate for new 

money only.  Visit a branch near you.  Must present ad when opening CD. 

for

Rainy DayRetirement CollegeVacation

(713) 580-9900

Expect more rate 

hikes: Yellen
by Martin CrutsingerW ASHINGTON (AP) — 

Federal Reserve Chair Ja-

net Yellen told Congress 

on Wednesday, July 12 that the central 

bank expects to keep raising a key in-

terest rate at a gradual pace and also 

plans to start trimming its massive 

bond holdings this year.

Yellen made no reference in her pre-

pared remarks to what many investors 

see as one of the biggest unknowns at 

the moment: whether Trump will ask 

Yellen to remain as Fed leader when 

her current term ends next February. 

Yellen so far has deflected questions 

about whether she would accept a 

second four-term term as chairman if 

In her semiannual testimony on the 

economy, Yellen took note of a num-

ber of encouraging factors, including 

strong job gains and rising household 

wealth that she said should fuel eco-

nomic growth over the next two years.

She blamed a recent slowdown in in-

flation on temporary factors. But she 

says Fed officials are watching devel-

opments closely to make sure that an-

nual price gains move back toward the 

Fed's 2 percent target.
Many economists believe the Fed, 

which has raised rates three times 

since December, will hike rates one 

more time this year.
In her prepared testimony before the 

House Financial Services Committee, 

Yellen repeated the message she has 

been sending all year: the economy 

has improved enough that it no longer 

needs the extraordinary support the 

central bank began providing in 2008 

in the wake of a severe financial cri-

sis and the deepest recession since the 

1930s.
She noted that since the depths of the 

recession, unemployment is now down 

to 4.4 percent, near a 16-year low. And 

while the economy started the year 

with a sluggish growth rate of just 1.4 

percent, it has regained momentum in 

recent months, helped by strong job 

gains, a revival of business investment 

and a strengthening of overseas econo-

mies.
But Yellen cautioned that "consid-

erable uncertainty always attends the 

economic outlook." Those include 

whether inflation will indeed pick up, 

as well as questions about how much 

of President Donald Trump's econom-

ic program will make it through Con-

gress. She noted that while the global 

economy appears stronger, "a number 

of our trading partners continue to 

confront economic challenges."

"At present, I see roughly equal odds 

that the U.S. economy's performance 

will be somewhat stronger or some-

what less strong than we currently 

project," she said.

Trump asked her to remain.

She also did not mention the po-

tential impact of Trump's other Fed 

nominations on central bank interest 

rate decisions and its approach to its 

other job, regulating the nation's larg-

est banks.During last year's presidential cam-

paign, Trump was critical of the central 

bank for its low-rate policies, which he 

said were helping Democrats, and for 

its efforts to enact tougher regulations 

on banks in response to the 2008 fi-

nancial crisis.On Monday, the administration an-

nounced that it had chosen Randal 

Quarles, a Treasury Department offi-

cial under two Republican presidents, 

to serve as vice chairman for super-

vision, the Fed's top bank regulatory 

post.
Including the post Quarles would 

fill, the Fed has three vacancies on the 

seven-member board. All of Trump's 

nominations will require Senate ap-

proval.
The Fed slashed its key policy rate 

to a record low near zero in December 

2008 to combat the worst economic 

downturn since the 1930s — and kept 

it there for seven years until nudging it 

up modestly in December 2015. It then 

left the rate unchanged for another 

year until raising it again in December 

of last year, followed by increases in 

March and June this year. Even so, the 

rate remains in a still-low range be-

tween 1 percent and 1.25 percent.

At its June meeting, the Fed signaled 

that it expected to begin shrinking its 

$4.5 trillion balance sheet later this 

year, a step that could put gradual up-

ward pressure on longer-term rates for 

such items as home mortgages.

In her testimony Wednesday, Yellen 

repeated the Fed's plans to increase the 

level of bonds that will be sold off each 

month at a gradual rate to give markets 

time to adjust. In June, the Fed an-

nounced that it planned to begin reduc-

ing its holdings by $10 billion per month.

On Wednesday, Yellen spoke to Congress about monetary policy and the state of 

the economy. (AFP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)

by Shobana MurateeG old and diamond jewel-

ers are getting ready the for 

brightest and the most joy-

ous Hindu festival of the year, Diwali 

- Festival of Lights, which falls in 

November. Traditionally, the season is 

considered auspicious for buying gold 

and regardless how high the prices 

reach, shoppers are galore. For the 

Kamnani brothers, Gobind and Narain 

Kamnani - owners of India Jewelers 

on Hillcroft in Houston, it will be a 

bittersweet season not having their 

mother Leela Devi Kamnani, who 

passed away in 2016 on Diwali day.

Although Narain is older to Gobind 

by three years, the brothers are alike 

in many ways - both have an astute 

sense for fine diamonds and jewelry, 

both are computer engineers from 

University of Houston and both share 

the same passion for art collectables. 

Their inspiration was their father Raj 

Kumar Bhagwan Kamnani, a true pio-

neer for introducing Indian fine arts to 

Houston, opening his first store in the 

Galleria in 1971 under the auspices 

Best of India Inc. He later opened a 

second store of gold and diamond jew-

elry, also in the Galleria. In 1990, In-

dia Jewelers was opened on Hillcroft, 

famously known as ‘Little India’, and 

for the last 27 years has expanded its 

clientele beyond the Bayou City.

Gobind and Narain took a keen in-

terest in their father’s business even 

as they were pursuing engineering 

as their profession. Perhaps this had 

something to do with their origin in 

India. Growing in Jaipur, the heart and 

soul of jewelry industry, the brothers 

were very deeply influenced by the 

industry despite the fact that nobody 

in their family was in the jewelry busi-

ness. In fact, their father Bhagwan 

Kamnani was a telephone operator 

in India with five children: three sons  

Surender, Narain and Gobind and two 

daughters  Dhanwanti  and Mohini . 

When the family came to the USA in 

1985, the boys worked at their father’s 

store and intuitively picked up the nu-

ances of the trade.“We never like engineering, sim-

ply because we couldn’t talk to the 

machines. And although we know 

computers, we would not go back to 

programming,” Gobind said in an ex-

clusive interview with Voice of Asia. 

For years, their routine would be to 

work until 9 PM at their father’s store, 

after which they would go to a ware-

house where a small group of four de-

signer jewelers would take classes for 

seven students every night from 9-11 

PM. “Jewelry was my passion and 

hobby and when we bought this store 

my hobby became my profession. And 

that’s the best thing that can happen to 

you.” Gobind was only 21 and Narain 

23, and both were not married when 

they started India Jewelers. 

India Jewelers is not just a family 

business but a home away from home 

for the brothers and their family, who 

are equally passionate about what they 

do. When he is not attending to his 

clients, Gobind is deeply immersed 

in his creations. His latest, a 14-karat 

gold and diamond-studded model of 

the vintage 1908 Ford convertible, is 

breathtakingly perfect. It is complete 

with sapphire seats, an en-

gine, and even a hood that 

opens. 
“Diamonds are my favor-

ite to design,” says Gobind, 

and is confident that he 

can create any design in 

diamonds, however intri-

cate. There’s no doubt that 

the man is a perfectionist. 

Gobind and Narain have 

great taste when it comes to 

collectables, which keeps 

them driven to bring home 

the rarest treasures. Travel 

was a regular feature in 

their lives, although it has 

slowed down considerable, as most of 

the work can now be done by comput-

ers and online. Asked how many coun-

tries they had covered, Narain said it 

would be easier to answer how many 

they had not. Over the years, their col-

lection has grown to include ancient 

gold coins, shipwreck memorabilia, 

original paintings by renowned artists, 

and much more. “We have things for 

people who have everything,” Gobind 

says about his rare pieces. Sometimes, 

they go the extra mile to seek out spe-

cific items for their clients. Service 

and quality has been their motto and 

being unique is their gift. “We look 

at jewelry as a piece of art, not as an 

ornament and created something dif-

ferent from others,” Narain says about 

his business. Together, they want to 

keep their father’s philosophy of mix-

ing art with jewelry and both agree 

that they complement each other.

Gobind Kamnani, Narain Kamnani at their store India Jewelers on Hillcroft. 

14 karat gold and diamond studded minature vintage 

car designed by Gobind. 

Photo by Shobana M 

NOTE: India Jewelers is commemorating their forty years of business in Houston and 

want to share this experience with their customers by offering a million dollar inven-

tory reduction sale. Going on now at India Jewelers is the ‘Forty for Forty’ sale which 

is 40% off all diamonds jewelry and 40% off all fine art until the end of July 2017. 

 (see page 12 for details).  
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www.facebook.com/karyamanagement.com

Karya Property Management

@Karya_Management

Karya Property Management

The best in class property management company

REDEFINING MULTIFAMILY 
REAL ESTATE 

 

FOCUS ON 
TRUST 
AND 
INTEGRITY

ABOUT  
NITYA
CAPITAL
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CenterPoint Energy values 
its diverse suppliers.

Our suppliers include minority-owned and women-owned  
businesses, as well as small businesses. We choose diverse  
suppliers for their capability, safety, innovation, agility and  
competitive pricing. In turn, our suppliers create positive  
economic impact throughout the communities we serve.

Mutually beneficial relationships and forward-thinking  
approaches offered by quality, diverse suppliers are integral  
to CenterPoint Energy’s vision to lead the nation in delivering  
energy, service and value. This is why we welcome and are  
committed to including diverse suppliers in competitive  
bid opportunities. Our beacon shines brightly as we guide  
diverse suppliers to the shores of business opportunity.

CenterPointEnergy.com/SupplierDiversity

Help Us Shine

©2017 CenterPoint Energy   174168

Over a Century of Trusted Service

©2017 CenterPoint Energy   175607

US_KEB_Supplier Diversity_IACCGH Annual Gala_2017_OL.indd   1 31/07/2017   15:45
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A DATA BREACH CAN PUT A COMPANY OUT OF BUSINESS

Protect your company with 
Continuous Security Assessments 

and Real Time Monitoring of  
Information Systems

Cybersecurity Assessment  |  Compliance Automation  |  Oversight & Investigations

Email redeem@bluelance.com  
Ask to redeem your FREE 
subscription, and provide your 
contact information in the email.  
No credit card required. You will 
NOT be billed automatically.

QUESTIONS?  
Call 1.800.856.BLUE(2583)  
or 713.255.4800.

REDEEM THIS OFFER

Resilience 

410 Pierce Street, Suite 300  |  Houston, Texas 77002  |  800.856.2583  |  713.255.4800  |  bluelance.com

SPECIAL OFFER
Continuous Security Assessment 
software license (FREE for 1 year)



178 | IACCGH 2017 179 | IACCGH 2017

Creating a brighter tomorrow 
for our community.
At BBVA Compass we take pride in the community where we live and work. That’s 
why we’re proud to support the Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Houston. Through their efforts, they’re helping to build a better community for all.

Eric Merchant
713.966.2313
eric.merchant@bbva.com

BBVA Compass is a trade name of Compass Bank, a member of the BBVA 
Group. Compass Bank, Member FDIC. 

 

For a physician referral, call 713.272.1673  
or visit us at memorialhermann.org

The breadth and depth of our care 
is matched only by our reach.

16 State-of-the-Art Hospitals  •  Affiliated Primary Care and Specialist Physicians

Women’s Memorial Hermann  •  Children’s Memorial Hermann  •  Mischer Neuroscience Institute

TIRR Memorial Hermann Rehabilitation and Research Hospital*  •  IRONMAN Sports Medicine Institutes

Red Duke Trauma Institute  •  Urgent Care  •  Convenient Care Centers  •  Cancer Centers  •  Joint Centers

Heart & Vascular Institutes  •  80+ Outpatient Centers  •  PaRC Prevention and Recovery Center

*TIRR is a registered trademark of TIRR Foundation.

WE HAVE 
HOUSTON 
COVERED
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* * * F A B R I C A T I O N * * *

* * * I N S T A L L A T I O N * * *

I N T E R I O R  S I G N S
&  D E S I G N  D I V I S I O N

Interior@princesigns.com   www.PrinceSigns.com   6931 Signat Dr Houston, TX 77041

After many years of unparalleled service, Prince Signs is proud 
to announce our new interior signs and design division. Whether 
you are remodeling or building a new construction Prince Signs 
interior signs division can help you achieve the look and feel you
want. Our creative staff is ever evolving keeping us ahead of 
market trends in order to give you a one-of-a-kind design that you
will love. Using the most advanced technology available in our
industry, coupled with our experienced workforce, we are able to 
bring your digital design to life with exceptional results.

Some of our services:
 

Hotel & ADA Signage

Gas Station Re-Imaging

Interior Graphic Design

...We Do it All!
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Is training 
improving your 

bottom line?

Make every training dollar count  

...for your business    

...for your people

Moving vision from ideas to action through training.

+1 832-232-0441  |  www.mBridgeSolutions.com

A Legal & Compliance 
POWERHOUSE

DELIVERING FOR CLIENTS AROUND THE GLOBE

moraeglobal.com  |  (713) 244-6000  |  info@moraelegal.com
Houston  |  Chicago  |  New York  |  Washington, DC  |  London  |  Bangalore  |  Zurich  |  Hong Kong

LAW DEPARTMENT  
MANAGEMENT CONSULTING

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT, 
EDISCOVERY & MANAGED REVIEW

ON-DEMAND  
LEGAL SERVICES
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At Kindred we understand that when a patient is discharged from 
a traditional hospital they often need continued care to recover 
completely. We have the clinical knowledge, technology and experience 
to return people back to their lives.

Discharged isn’t the last word on the healthcare journey. 
Recovery is. Come see how Kindred continues the care every day at 
continuethecare.com.

From Hospital to 
Home, We Have 
Recovery Covered. 

Nationally Kindred offers services in: Transitional Care Hospitals  
Nursing and Rehabilitation Centers • Inpatient Rehabilitation Hospitals 
Assisted Living • Home Care • Hospice • Contract Rehabilitation Services

© 2016 Kindred Healthcare Operating, Inc.  CSR 189508-01, EOE

Patients and family can speak to a Registered Nurse,  
find Kindred locations and understand insurance.1.866.KINDRED

www.kindred.com

COME RISE 
WITH US
MAHINDRA PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE 
INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF GREATER HOUSTON. 
MAHINDRAUSA.COM
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Real change 
starts here
TechnipFMC is a new and dynamic force in energy.

We have the size, experience, and capabilities to 
transform the industry in pursuit of new possibilities 
and improved project economics. Our ability to innovate 
is testament to what’s possible when you shake off the 
bounds of convention.

We’re thought leaders, but we don’t just think – we act. 
Working closely with partners and clients, we leverage 
technologies, expertise, and innovation to deliver fresh 
thinking, streamlined decisions, and smarter results.

From concept to project delivery and beyond, we’re 
driving the change the oil and gas industry needs.

To not just imagine a better way, but to make it happen.

Discover more. 
TechnipFMC.com

TechnipFMC Gala ad_full page.indd   1 26/07/2017   10:15

WHERE INNOVATION  
TAKES OFF.
The University of Houston drives 
entrepreneurship by empowering 
innovators to reach the next level. We foster 
the future generation of leaders with cutting 
edge education and real world experiences.
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GROUP

WORLD BB TV

Congratulations & Best Wishes

We have 
personalized
SOLUTIONS
to help your

business 
SUCCEED.

(713) 580-9900 • (844) 972-4636 | www.wallisbank.com

SBA Preferred Lender | Houston · Dallas · San Antonio · Los Angeles

Over 110 Years of Service
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MANAGED IT SERVICES | STAFFING | IT FIELD SERVICES 

                                                                    INFO@AMSYSIS.COM 

 

     

 S:\AMSYS\Marketing\2017 Capabilities\MBE  
AMSYS Innovative Solutions, formed in 2003, is based out of Houston, 
TX, and provides IT Services to companies across North America. The 
company’s core areas of expertise are Managed IT Services, Nationwide 
Deployment and IT Staffing.  
 
AMSYS offers flat-fee IT Services for small and medium companies as 
well as large enterprises. We provide high quality monitoring 24/7/365. 
Our systems engineers and service desk agents proactively monitor 
your business’ IT infrastructure. We anticipate and prevent issues 
before they occur.  
Types of services 

 IT Hardware & Software Procurement 
 Staff Augmentation & Turnkey Projects 
 Infrastructure & Cloud Computing Implementation Services 
 Cyber & Network Security (Penetration Testing)  
 Nationwide IT Delivery Projects 
 Wireless Solutions & Digital Signage 
 Infrastructure & Fiber Cabling Services 
 Mobile App & Software Development 
 VOIP – Hosted Phone Systems 

 

 

   

   

 

Capability Statement:                                www.amsysis.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingram Micro - Rainmaker Award 2012 
Ingram Micro - Professional Services 2012  
Ingram Micro - National Service Provider 2012  
HBJ - Enterprise Champion 2009 - 2015  
HBJ - Leadership Award 2009  
HBJ - Power 5 - 2009  
HBJ - Top Computer Network & Systems Integrator 2009-2015  
HBJ - Top Technology Consulting Firms 2009-2015  
HBJ - Houston’s Top Cyber Security Companies 2013-2015 
HBJ - Fast 100 2009-2016  
HBJ - Top 10 IT Consulting Firm in Houston 2008  
HBJ - Largest Houston - Area Managed IT Companies 2016  
HBJ - Largest B2B Software and App Developers 2016  
HBJ - Houston Fasttech 50 - 2009-2015  
HBJ - Houston Fasttech 25 - 2016  
HBJ - 40 Under 40 2009 & 2016  
Inc. 5000 - Fastest Growing Private Companies 2013-2016  
City of Houston - Technology Firm of the Year 2016 
 
 
 
 

 Museum of Fine Arts Houston – WIFI INSTALLATION ACROSS 
MUSEUM DISTRICT 

 GET Enterprises – Manufacturing and Distribution - Managed 
IT Services, Cabling and Office Move  

 Apex Physical and Rehab – Healthcare – Managed IT Services 
 Luccia and Evans – Legal – Managed IT Services 
 River Oaks Baptist School – Hardware/Software Deployment 

and Managed IT Services   
 Metal Construction Materials – Managed IT Services 

 

CERTIFICATION & ACCREDITATION 

 

 

Advantages   

   Recognition    

  Past Performance   

Nationally Bonded & Insured with $5 Million Insurance Policy 

 

Patents • Trademarks • Copyrights
832.532.7386 • info@dmiplaw.com

www.dmiplaw.com
12808 west airport blvd. • ste. 329 • sugar land, tx 77478
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expedien

info@expedien.net                  |                  www.expedien.net                  |                  Tel: 713 840 6090

Key Benefits
 
• Increase Speed to Market
• Increase Profitability and Revenue
• Increase Market Share
• No More Missed Opportunities or Lost Revenue
• Faster consolidation at Merger and Acquisition
• Easier Regulatory Compliance

Services
 
• Data Strategy and Roadmap
• Business Intelligence Reporting and Analytics
• Big Data Analytics
• Predictive Analytics
• Cloud Analytics
• Data Quality
• Data Conversion
• Data Integration
• Data Governance
• Master Data Management
• Data Lifecycle Management
• SAP/Oracle ERP Functional and Technical Consulting
• Digital Transformation
• IT Staffing

About Us
 
40+ Successful Customers                     
SAP, Oracle and Informatica Partner

What do we do?
 Vast amount of data at 

your organization

Meaningful Insight + 
Trustworthy Information + 
Effective Decision Making

AUTHORIZED DEALERS

5623 Hillcroft St, Houston, Texas    713.783.0808    www.karat22.com

AUTHORIZED PARTNER
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One Economy Class Ticket From
USA to India3 Download 

our App
3 Night Hotel Accommodations at 
the Marriott in USA, Dubai or India2

Follow Us On

Don't worry, we have more offers for you!!
Zero Penalty Fee When 
You Cancel Within 24hrs

TG Reward-Book 
15 Tickets & Get 1 Free

Quick and 
Easy Booking

Low Fares and 
Special Offers

Fares quoted above are the lowest fare to each destination from the lowest priced gateway. Advertised fares are inclusive of ticket taxes, surcharge and fees.
Fare Subject to Availability/ Subject to Change without Notice

BUSINESS
$1,990
$2,560
$2,225
$1,899

ECONOMY
$ 499
$ 659
$ 999
$ 575

FROM
USA to Europe
USA to India 
West & East Coast to Africa
West Coast to Europe

Log on to www.travelguzs.com

Enjoy your vacation with TravelGuzs who always specializes in  nding the cheapest  ights for their Loyal Customers. Reason to book with us to 
get Affordable Economy, Premium Economy & Business Class Air Fares to Amazing Destinations. You are a just click away from your destination.

OCT 14, 2017

Book Online or Call Us
1-866-723-9393

.com
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SWAN CUSTOM BUILDERS 
 

IF YOU CAN IDRE AM IT. WE. CAN IBUILD IT 
• Residential and Commercial Projects taken including Ground up... 

• Personalize attention to every project 

• All Real Estate Needs 
 

For inquiry call Sanjay @ 832-955-7926 / 
7135810172 

Like us on Fb @Swancustomb uilders 
 

For Real Estate call @Ekta @71 32946843 
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Reliance 
Partnering the Shale Revolution in the US

Reliance Industries Limited, India’s No.1 Private Sector 

®Company on the Fortune Global 500  list of 2015, is playing a 

major role in the shale revolution in the US.

Reliance forayed into the North American shale gas business 

in 2010 and has invested over $8.1 bn so far. Successful 

joint ventures with Pioneer Natural Resources, Carrizo 

Oil & Gas and Chevron have enabled Reliance to be 

among the most significant players in these chosen shale 

plays of Marcellus and Eagleford, two of the most prolific 

shale basins in the US.

Over the last five years, Reliance has built a strong 

team based at Houston, Dallas and Pittsburgh and is focused 

on further strengthening the enterprise. Reliance is 

committed to ensuring profitable growth of its asset base and 

a lasting presence in the US. The journey has just begun and 

the future promises exciting growth and substantial value 

creation for all stakeholders.

®FORTUNE Global 500  is a registered trademark of the FORTUNE magazine division of Time Inc.

Reliance Holding USA Inc., 2000 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. S., Suite 700, Houston, TX 77042, USA; Board: (713) 430-8700; Email: SGO.Info@ril.com hccs.edu/diversity

It does not 
matter how 
slowly you go 
as long as you 

do not stop.

A DIVERSE
CAMPUS

07102017.PRINT17-1463.indoamericangala_ad.indd   1 7/14/17   1:26 PM
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MEMBER SERVICES DIRECTORY

200 | IACCGH 2017

For more information and donation 281.650.5145
Prashant.Kothari@srlc-usa.org | www.srloveandcare-usa.org

SRMD (USA) (Public Charity status – TAX ID#: 20-5906652) as per IRS section 501(c)(3)
which allows donors to avail themselves of favourable IRS tax treatment.
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SBA
Preferred 

Lender

2929 W. Sam Houston Pkwy N., Suite 100
Houston, TX  77043

Rajiv B. Bhavsar
SVP / Commercial Lending Officer

raj.bhavsar@wallisbank.com
WallisBank.com

Tel:  (713) 580-9900
Fax: (713) 827-1795

Dir:  (713) 935-3725 
Cell: (281) 217-7330

(713) 634-2879
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281.568.1010

astroprinting@yahoo.com

astroprintinghouston.com

10802 Roark Road
Houston, TX 77099

Astro Printing

Banners
Bookmarks
Brochures

Business Cards
Calendars
Catalogs

Door Hangers
Envelopes

Flyers
Folders

Invitations

Invoices
Labels

Letterheads
Magnets

NCR Forms
Notepads

Perforated Sheets
Postcards

Posters
Signs

Table Tents

E-mail: kaushinshah@hotmail.com
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IACCGH thanks our 
Community Partners

IAPAC

Event Coordination Therese Cole-Hubbs, Electric Karma

National Anthems 

   American   Ishya Kachru

   Indian   Keerthana & Kruthi Bhat

Entertainment Skylar Beamon Sparsh Shah

Choreography  FlashMobAmerica

Dance Group   Malia’s Hula Hut

Special Mention Alex Beamon

Printing  Astro Printing  PNM Printing

    Prince Signs

    Speciality Binding & Printing

Publicity Design Redwing Creations (Lacey Coleman)

Creative Design Ashita.Design (Ashita Sawhney)

Magazine Team Juliette Lopez  Manu Shah

    Roshan Gazdar Sowmya Murali

Sound   GTX Event Productions

Food/Beverage Hilton Americas Daawat - Madras Pavilion

Décor   Mandap Creations Touch of Elegance

    River Oaks Flowers

Awards  Crown Trophy  Unitrends

2017 Gala Photography Unique Photo Images (Bijay Dixit)

2017 Gala Videography A&A Video

IACCGH

   Official Photographer Unique Photo Images (Bijay Dixit)

Media Partners Geentanjali Radio Lights Camera Action

    Music of India  TV Asia

    India Herald  Open Forum

    Voice of Asia  Indo-American News

    Music Masala  Press Trust of India (PTI) 

Media Underwriter Houston Business Journal

EXECUTIVE TEAM
PRESIDENT  
ALLEN RICHARDS
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
JOYA SHUKLA
TREASURER
RAJIV BHAVSAR
PRESIDENT ELECT  
SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN
SECRETARY  
TARUSH ANAND
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
JAGDIP AHLUWALIA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NARAYAN BHARGAVA
KAREN FRANCIS
ASHOK GARG
C.AKU PATEL
SANJAY RAMABHADRAN

We thank our Gala Team 
for a successful 2017!



BUILT FOR ULTIMATE 
COMFORT AND RELAXATION. 
THE SLEEPER ACCOMMODATES 
UP TO 6 FT 2 INCHES

Named for the North Star, the 

brilliant point in the night 

time sky. United PolarisSM is the 

shining new star of business 

class that �yers can look to and 

depend on for true comfort and 

a sleep experience like no other. 

THE BUSINESS CLASS 

EXPERIENCE REDESIGNED FROM 

AHH TO ZZZ
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PREPRESS
CTP • PDF Work Flow • Mac & PC

PRINTING
Multi-Color Offset Printing to 28x40

Magazines • Flyers • Annual Reports
Brochures • Newsletters

BINDERY
Perfect Binding • Booklet Making 

Folding • Die Cutting • Scoring • Perfi ng
Pocket Folders • Mylar • GBC • Coil 

Wire-O • Velo Binding
Tab Laminating & Cutting

Fulfi llment

6930 Portwest Drive • Houston TX 77024
713.869.0594 • fax 713.869.9980

rajiv@sbpmail.com www.sbpmail.com  prashant@sbpmail.com

This magazine was printed by Specialty Bindery & Printing, Member IACCGH



LyondellBasell is proud to partner 
with the Indo-American Chamber of 
Commerce of Greater Houston 
to advance the positive future we 
know is possible.

Advancing Partnerships
Economies
Knowledge

advancingpossible.com

Sinnar
India
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