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3,698The number of local projects  Jones | Carter was managing as of Q2 2016. Jones | Carter reported the most managed projects among companies on The List.  

1,300The number of local projects  LJA Engineering completed in 2015. LJA Engineering reported the most completed projects among companies on The List.  

MOST LOCAL LICENSED ENGINEERSLJA ENGINEERING 97JONES | CARTER 86LOCKWOOD, ANDREWS & NEWNAM 79

BROWN & GAY
75DANNENBAUM ENGINEERING 74

ABOUT THE LISTInformation was obtained from company representatives and HBJ research. Not all information could be independently verified by HBJ. RS&H Inc., which ranked No. 20 on last year’s list, did not respond to requests for information. 
NEED A COPY OF THE LIST?Information for obtaining reprints, web permissions and commemorative plaques, call 877-397-5134. More information can be found online at HoustonBusinessJournal.com by clicking the “Store” tab near the top of the site.

WANT TO BE ON THE LIST?If you wish to be surveyed when The List is next updated, or if you wish to be considered for other Lists, email your contact information to Laura Furr at lfurr@bizjournals.com
NA = information not available

R CLOSER LOOK

LARGEST HOUSTON-AREA CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING FRIMS

RANKED BY GROSS LOCAL BILLINGS IN 2015
Company NameWebsite

Location
Phone Gross Local

Billings1
Local LicensedEngineers2

Top Local Executive(s) HeadquartersYear Founded Locally

11 Burns & McDonnellEngineering Company Inc. 1
burnsmcd.com 1700 West Loop S, #1500Houston, TX 77027713-622-0227

$395.3
million 28 Leslie Duke, SVP/general manager Houston operations

lduke@burnsmcd.com Kansas City, MO
1994

22 LJA Engineering Inc.3 2
www.ljaengineering.com 2929 Briarpark Dr., #600Houston, TX 77042713-953-5200

$106.45
million 97

Calvin Ladner, presidentcladner@ljaengineering.com Houston
1972

33 AECOM *aecom.com
5444 Westheimer Rd., #200Houston, TX 77056713-780-4100

$91.58
million 50

Michelle Council, area metro manager
michelle.council@aecom.com Los Angeles

1990

44 Fugro Consultants Inc. 5
fugro.com

6100 HillcroftHouston, TX 77081713-369-5400
$64.63
million 30

Recep Yilmaz, presidentryilmaz@fugro.com
Houston

1947

55 Brown & Gay Engineers Inc.
(dba BGE, Inc.) 3bgeinc.com 10777 Westheimer Rd., #400Houston, TX 77042281-558-8700

$60.1
million 75

Lee Lennard, president/CEOllennard@browngay.com Houston
1975

66 Jones|Carter 4jonescarter.com 6330 West Loop South, 150Bellaire, TX 77401713-777-5337
$58.5

million 86 Robert Aylward, CEO/presidentRAyleward@jonescarter.comKristin Kautz, director of marketingkkautz@jonescarter.com Houston
1976

77 Tolunay-Wong Engineers, Inc.
7

www.tweinc.com
10710 S. Sam Houston Pkwy.W, #100Houston, TX 77031713-722-7064

$44.3
million 14

Daniel Wong, president/CEOdwong@tweinc.com
Houston

1993

88 Walter P Moore 9www.walterpmoore.com 1301 McKinney, #1100Houston, TX 77010713-630-7300
$36

million 72
Dilip Choudhuri, President/CEO

Houston
1931

99 Cobb, Fendley & Associates
Inc. 10
cobbfendley.com 13430 Northwest Fwy., #1100Houston, TX 77040713-462-3242

$30.06
million 41 Dale Conger, presidentdconger@cobbfendley.comAmi Goudie, marketing directoragoudie@cobbfendley.com

Houston
1980

1010 Costello Inc. 15costelloinc.com 9990 Richmond Ave., #450NHouston, TX 77042713-783-7788
$29.42
million 47

Dustin O'Neal, president
Houston

1991

1111 BEI Engineers 8www.bei-us.com 12301 Kurland Drive , #250Houston, TX 77034713-475-2424
$28.9

million 4 Fred Bandini, president/CEOfdbandini@bei-us.comSusan Bandini, EVPsmbandini@bei-us.com Houston
1988

1212 Dannenbaum EngineeringCorp. 14dannenbaum.com 3100 W. Alabama St.Houston, TX 77098713-520-9570
$28.64
million 74

James Dannenbaum, chairman/president
Houston

1945

1313 Lockwood, Andrews &Newnam Inc. 12lan-inc.com 2925 Briar Park Dr., #400Houston, TX 77042713-266-6900
$28

million 79
Dennis Petersen, president/CEOdpetersen@lan-inc.com Houston

1935

1144 PGAL 6pgal.com
3131 Briarpark Dr., #200Houston, TX 77042713-622-1444

$27.17
million 13

Jeff Gerber, CEOCostas Georghiou, PrincipalDerron Vincik, Principal Houston
1946

1515 RPS Klotz Associates4
13

klotz.com
1160 Dairy Ashford, Suite 500Houston, TX 77079281-589-7257

$24.61
million 41

D. Wayne Klotz, presidentwayne.klotz@klotz.com Houston5
1985

1616 Binkley & Barfield Inc. *
www.binkleybarfield.com 1710 Seamist DriveHouston, TX 77008713-869-3433

$24.23
million 26

Larry Barfield, President & Chairmanlmb@binkleybarfield.com Houston
1972

1717 HNTB Corporation 11
hntb.com

2950 N. Loop W, #900Houston, TX 77092713-354-1500
$23.65
million 26

Tom Ellis, VPtellis@hntb.com Kansas City, MO
1980

1818 IDS Engineering Group 16
idsengineeringgroup.com 13430 Northwest Fwy., #700Houston, TX 77040713-462-3178

$20
million 21

Timothy Buscha, presidenttbuscha@idsengineeringgroup.com Houston
1970

1199 R.G. Miller Engineers Inc. 18
rgmiller.com

16340 Park Ten Pl., #350Houston, TX 77084713-461-9600
$15.3

million 19
Jack Miller, presidentjmiller@rgmiller.com

Houston
1966

2200 Cardno Haynes Whaley Inc. 17
cardnohayneswhaley.com

3700 W. Sam Houston Pkwy.S, #100Houston, TX 770427138681591
$12.72
million 24

Larry Whaley, presidentlarry.whaley@hayneswhaley.com Houston
1976

2121 Kimley-Horn and Associates
Inc. 22
kimley-horn.com 12012 Wickchester Ln., #500Houston, TX 77079281-597-9300

$12
million 25

Chris Frysinger, VPchris.frysinger@kimley-horn.com Raleigh, NC
1992

2222 Atkins North America *
www.atkinsglobal.com/northamerica

17220 Katy Freeway - Building1, Suite 200Houston, TX 77094713.576.8500
$11.5

million 8
Dillon Fugate, Office Leaderdillon.fugate@atkinsglobal.com Tampa, FL

1975

2323 Freese and Nichols Inc. 21
freese.com 10497 Town and CountryWay, #600Houston, TX 77024713-600-6800

$11.3
million 29

Jeff Taylor, division managerjeff.taylor@freese.com Fort Worth
2000

2244 Bury Inc. 23www.buryinc.com 7660 Woodway Dr., #400Houston, TX 77063713-212-0011
$8.97

million 5
Steve Bushong, managing principalsbushong@buryinc.com Austin

2004

2525 Huitt-Zollars Inc. *huitt-zollars.com 1500 Dairy Ashford, #200Houston, TX 77077281-496-0066
$8.04

million 19
Gregory Wine, SVPgwine@huitt-zollars.com Dallas

1982

Billings for all Houston-area projects in FY 2015

1

Houston-area engineers who hold a civil or structural license with the

state of Texas

2

LJA Engineering acquired Corpus Christi-based Coym, Rehmet &

Gutierrez Engineering LP in July 2016.

3

Previously listed as Klotz Associates Inc.

4

U.S. headquarters.
5
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Olivia Pulsinelli

THE SKINNY
After scooping up several companies over 

the past few years, it’s Mattress Firm Holding 

Corp.’s turn to be acquired. South Africa-

based Steinhoff International Holdings NV 

will buy the Houston-based retailer (Nasdaq: 

MFRM) in a $3.8 billion deal, including debt.

The deal, which should close by the end 

of the third quarter, is expected to create 

the world’s largest multibrand mattress retail 

distribution network. It also marks Steinhoff’s 

first entrance into the U.S. market. 

THE DETAILS
Steinhoff will pay $64 per share for 

Mattress Firm, representing a total equity 

value of about $2.4 billion. Although that’s 

a premium of 115 percent compared to 

Mattress Firm’s closing price of $29.74 on 

Aug. 5, it’s also near Mattress Firm’s 52-week 

high of $65.51. That offer could help quell 

potential shareholder lawsuits.

Steve Stagner, Mattress Firm’s executive 

chairman and chairman of the board, will 

join Steinhoff’s executive committee. No 

other immediate changes to the Mattress 

Firm management are expected, and 

the company still plans to move into its 

new Houston headquarters over the next 

couple of months. The 130,000-square-foot 

property at 10201 S. Main St. can house 

650 employees at full capacity, though 

Mattress Firm has a little less than 500 local 

employees currently. 

MATTRESS FIRM’S BACKSTORY

Mattress Firm has 3,594 locations across the 

country and about 25 percent market share 

among mattress specialty retailers in the U.S. 

Its 2016 sales are projected to be about $3.8 

billion. The company has grown substantially 

in recent years with 26 acquisitions since 

2005, including Mattress Giant in 2012, 

Sleep Train in 2014, and Sleepy’s within the 

past year. Ken Murphy, Mattress Firm’s new 

CEO, said in March the company planned to 

focus on integrating its recent acquisitions 

rather than targeting new ones.

However, the acquisitions also helped 

Mattress Firm rack up debt, which increased 

to about $1.4 billion following the $780 

million Sleepy’s deal.

STEINHOFF’S BACKSTORY

Steinhoff, which has been called “Africa’s 

Ikea,” according to the Wall Street Journal, 

has a market cap of $24 billion. It also has 

grown substantially with acquisitions, allowing 

the company to expand into Australia, Asia 

and Europe. Steinhoff first tried to enter the 

U.S. market in 2012 by acquiring Sealy Corp. 

Tempur-Pedic ended up the victor in that deal, 

purchasing Sealy for $229 million.

THE PLAYERS
Linklaters LLP acted as legal counsel to 

Steinhoff. Mattress Firm’s exclusive financial 

adviser for the transaction was Barclays. 

Ropes & Gray LLP acted as legal counsel to 

Mattress Firm.

SOUTH AFRICAN CO. SPRINGS INTO U.S. MARKET 

WITH MATTRESS FIRM BUY
MATTRESS FIRM  

HOLDING CORP.

HQ: Houston

Founded: 1986

Net sales: $2.54 billion 

in 2015, before acquiring 

Sleepy’s

Top exec: Ken Murphy, 

president and CEO; 

Steve Stagner, executive 

chairman and chairman of 

the board

Employees: 10,552 

companywide, after the 

Feb. 5 acquisition of 

Sleepy’s

What it does: Specialty 

retailer of mattresses and 

related products

NYSE: MFRM

STEINHOFF 

INTERNATIONAL 

HOLDINGS NV

HQ: Stellenbosch, South 

Africa

Founded: 1964

Pro forma 2015 revenue: 

$15.2 billion

Top exec: CEO Markus 

Jooste

Employees: 105,000 

across all segments 

What it does: An 

integrated retailer that 

manufactures, sources and 

retails furniture, household 

goods and general 

merchandise in Europe, 

Australia/Asia and Africa

Ken Murphy

Steve Stagner
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Houston energy co. 
nabs $625M in assets
The deal makes the company 
the second-largest operator 
in the Eagle Ford Shale. 
DEAL OF THE WEEK, 4
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LARGEST TITLE COMPANIES SECTION 2, PAGE 4

EDUCATION

Education consultant 
teaches parents to 
navigate the system
Figuring out which school your child 
should attend can be a daunting 
task for native Houstonians, let alone 
newcomers. PAUL TAKAHASHI, 43

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Leasing interest high 
for new creative space
The owner of a downtown Houston 
building recently unveiled four office 
suites designed by some of Houston’s 
top interior architecture firms.  
CARA SMITH, 14

TECH

Houston unveils 
plan to become 
innovation hub
The plan has been in the works since 
2013. JOE MARTIN, 12

RESIDENTIAL

Class B apartment 
market squeezed 
by tight supply
While developers were busy adding 
Class A apartments to Houston’s skyline, 
investors were feverishly buying and 
selling older apartments across the 
Bayou City. PAUL TAKAHASHI, 10

READY 
FOR THE 

NEXT 
ROUND 

Out-of-town liquor 
stores duke it out 

with longstanding 
shops. Who will end 

up on top? 20

COVER STORY

TOP BRASS

MEET THE  
HARDEST-WORKING 

BROKERS IN 
HOUSTON 
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OUR MISSION
Facilitate access to the Greater Houston 

  Indo-American market.
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Be the voice of the Indo-American Business community.

Enable Greater Houston Professionals, Business 

  & Corporate to succeed.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
BOB PATEL

CEO and Chairman of the Management Board,
LyondellBasell Industries

Join us for the
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston
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HILTON AMERICAS, 6:00pm onwards

18thANNUAL GALA
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CHASE UNTERMEYER
FORMER UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO QATAR

	 CHASE UNTERMEYER has been an international business 
consultant since returning in 2007 from Qatar, where he served three years as 
United States ambassador on appointment of President George W. Bush. Ambassador 
Untermeyer has held both elected and appointed office at all four levels of 
government – local, state, national, and international – over a 40- year period, with 
work in journalism, academia, and business as well.

He is a 1968 graduate of Harvard College with honors in government. During the 
Vietnam War he served as an officer in the United States Navy aboard a destroyer 
in the Western Pacific and as aide to the commander of US naval forces in the 
Philippines. Upon his return to Texas, Ambassador Untermeyer was a political reporter 
for the Houston Chronicle for three years before becoming executive assistant to the 
county judge (chief administrative official) of Harris County, Texas, the jurisdiction 
surrounding Houston. In 1976, he was elected to the first of two terms as a member 
of the Texas House of Representatives.

He left the Legislature in 1981 to go to Washington as executive assistant to then-
Vice President Bush. Three years later, President Reagan appointed him Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Manpower & Reserve Affairs. When George Bush became 
president in 1989, Mr Untermeyer returned to the White House as Director of 
Presidential Personnel, responsible for advising the President on his appointments 
to federal office. In 1991, President Bush appointed him Director of the Voice of 
America, the overseas broadcasting arm of the US government, where he served until 
the end of the Administration in 1993. Back in Houston, he was director of public 
affairs for Compaq Computer Corporation (since merged with Hewlett Packard) and 
vice president for government affairs and professor of public policy at the University 
of Texas Health Science Center.

Ambassador Untermeyer is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations,and is 
currently chairman of the Texas Ethics Commission. He also chairs the advisory 
board of The Soufan Group, which provides strategic security intelligence services to 
governments and multinational organizations. In previous part-time public service, 
he has been member and chairman of the Board of Visitors of the US Naval Academy, 
a commissioner of the Port of Houston, president of the Houston READ Commission, a 
member of the board of National Public Radio, member of the Defense Health Board, 
a founding member of the board of the Episcopal Health Foundation, and chairman 
of the Texas State Board of Education, appointed by then-Governor George W. Bush.
He is married to the former Diana Cumming Kendrick of Sheridan, Wyoming, whom he 
met when they were both on the White House staff. Their daughter, Elly, is a student 
at Stanford University.

Texas A&M University Press has published three volumes of Ambassador Untermeyer’s 
memoirs of the Reagan and first Bush administrations: When Things Went Right 
(2013), Inside Reagan’s Navy (2015), and Zenith (2016). Bright Sky Press has published 
his How Important People Act: Behaving Yourself in Public (2015).


