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JOHN CORNYN 
          TEXAS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4305 

July 18, 2018 

Indo-American Chamber of Commerce 

Dear Friends:  

I am pleased to learn that the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce is holding its 2018 Annual 
Gala.  This is an event of which you can be very proud. 

I am honored to have been the keynote speaker in the past and I join in spirit with this year’s 
keynote speaker, Governor Greg Abbott, and others joining for the gala.  

Texas is home to hundreds of thousands of Indian-Americans, and as co-Chair and co-Founder 
of the Senate India Caucus, I commend your efforts to foster business and represent the Indo-
American community in Houston.  Your efforts to support leadership and encourage 
entrepreneurialism continue to serve as an example for the state of Texas. 

I send my best wishes for a successful gala and encourage you to continue pursuing excellence in 
the years to come.    

Sincerely, 

JOHN CORNYN 
United States Senator
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Dear Indo American Chamber of Commerce: 

Congratulations on your 19th Annual Indo American Chamber of Commerce Gala. This year’s continued 
economic impact on our region is indicative of the work you have done and your years of service and 
respect for the Houston Community. 

Your mission to facilitate commerce, provide access to the Indo-American market, be the voice of the 
Indo-American Business Community, and enable Greater Houston Professionals, Businesses, and 
Corporations to succeed is a noble and extraordinary mission that provides a strong economic partnership 
between the U.S. & India businesses. 
  
I want to applaud the commitment of your executive leadership, Board members, and the IACCGH 
membership for working with the people of Houston by providing them invaluable leadership 
development and training through your workshops and cultural exchanges. 

You should be commended for your dedication and commitment to Houston’s economic growth and 
opportunity for all businesses. Again, I applaud you on your 19th annual Gala and your work to grow 
businesses and to grow Houston. You deserve the commendation of the United States Congress. 


 

          Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 
August 11, 2018 
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Welcome!

It gives me pleasure, as the County Judge of Harris County, to welcome 

you to the 19th Annual Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 

Houston Gala.

IACCGH plays a role in furthering commercial and economic relations 

between the two countries, establishing new partnerships and businesses, 

and conducting trade missions. In 2008 the chamber and I joined in an 

economic mission trip to India. As a result of this trip, the Mahindra 

headquarters are in Harris County. They are now the third largest selling 

tractor in the United States and an example of effectiveness of IACCGH.

I congratulate the chamber as it moves towards its Twentieth anniversary 

and am proud of my long-lasting association with this fine group, and 

encourage everyone to enjoy the Gala.



Council Members:  Brenda Stardig   Jerry Davis  Ellen R. Cohen  Dwight A. Boykins Dave Martin  Steve Le Greg Travis Karla Cisneros
Robert Gallegos   Mike Laster  Martha Castex-Tatum Mike Knox David W. Robinson   Michael Kubosh   Amanda Edwards   Jack Christie

Controller:            Chris Brown

 
 CITY OF HOUSTON  

Sylvester Turner
Mayor

P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 77251-1562

Telephone – Dial 311
www.houstontx.gov

July 16, 2018

Greetings,

As Mayor of Houston, I extend a special welcome to all attending the 19th Annual Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston Gala (IACCGH). Over the 
past 19 years, IACCGH, with the support of Houston, has played a key role in 
promoting economic interests and the facilitation of bi-lateral trade between the US and 
India.

Houston’s internationalism has been a driving force behind the dynamism of our city 
and continues to be a pillar of our economy. Forging and strengthening connections 
within our community at home and with the international community abroad are 
essential components to the success of our city.

Houston has so much to offer, and I hope you will share in the Houston experience 
taking with you lasting impressions of the spirit, vitality and tradition that characterize 
our city.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful event.

Sincerely,

Sylvester Turner
Mayor
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Chris DanielChris Daniel  
Harris County District Clerk 
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201	CAROLINE			•			P.O.	BOX	4651			•			HOUSTON,	TEXAS		77210-4651			•			(713)		755-5749	

 
August 11, 2018 

 
 
Welcome Friends! 
 
As your District Clerk of Harris County, I am honored to welcome you to the 19th annual 
Gala of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 
The Indo-American Community was vital to saving our justice system in Harris County.  
You all stepped up to the plate—much like our beloved Astros—and helped us.  
Volunteering your time, donations, communications, and old fashion muck-out of 
homes: you all made it possible for the court staff to immediately return to business and 
keep Justice going.  I thank you all for your help! 
 
On the whole, India offers immense opportunities for Houston to do business and 
promote growth.  I am also very impressed with the contributions the Indo American 
community is making in our region economically and culturally.  The bridges we 
continue to build across the Indo-American Community are bearing fruit all over the city 
and county. 
 
As your District Clerk, I encourage you to volunteer to serve for Jury Duty as you will 
not only be fulfilling your civic duty, but also helping us create a jury reflective of the 
changed demographics of the 4th largest city in America—a city that includes one of the 
largest Indo-American communities!  
 
I hope you will join me in enjoying tonight’s Gala. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Daniel 
Harris County District Clerk 

Chris DanielChris Daniel  
Harris County District Clerk 

  
www.hcdistrictclerk.com 

	 	
	

201	CAROLINE			•			P.O.	BOX	4651			•			HOUSTON,	TEXAS		77210-4651			•			(713)		755-5749	

 
August 11, 2018 

 
 
Welcome Friends! 
 
As your District Clerk of Harris County, I am honored to welcome you to the 19th annual 
Gala of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 
The Indo-American Community was vital to saving our justice system in Harris County.  
You all stepped up to the plate—much like our beloved Astros—and helped us.  
Volunteering your time, donations, communications, and old fashion muck-out of 
homes: you all made it possible for the court staff to immediately return to business and 
keep Justice going.  I thank you all for your help! 
 
On the whole, India offers immense opportunities for Houston to do business and 
promote growth.  I am also very impressed with the contributions the Indo American 
community is making in our region economically and culturally.  The bridges we 
continue to build across the Indo-American Community are bearing fruit all over the city 
and county. 
 
As your District Clerk, I encourage you to volunteer to serve for Jury Duty as you will 
not only be fulfilling your civic duty, but also helping us create a jury reflective of the 
changed demographics of the 4th largest city in America—a city that includes one of the 
largest Indo-American communities!  
 
I hope you will join me in enjoying tonight’s Gala. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Daniel 
Harris County District Clerk 

Chris DanielChris Daniel  
Harris County District Clerk 

  
www.hcdistrictclerk.com 

	 	
	

201	CAROLINE			•			P.O.	BOX	4651			•			HOUSTON,	TEXAS		77210-4651			•			(713)		755-5749	

 
August 11, 2018 

 
 
Welcome Friends! 
 
As your District Clerk of Harris County, I am honored to welcome you to the 19th annual 
Gala of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 
The Indo-American Community was vital to saving our justice system in Harris County.  
You all stepped up to the plate—much like our beloved Astros—and helped us.  
Volunteering your time, donations, communications, and old fashion muck-out of 
homes: you all made it possible for the court staff to immediately return to business and 
keep Justice going.  I thank you all for your help! 
 
On the whole, India offers immense opportunities for Houston to do business and 
promote growth.  I am also very impressed with the contributions the Indo American 
community is making in our region economically and culturally.  The bridges we 
continue to build across the Indo-American Community are bearing fruit all over the city 
and county. 
 
As your District Clerk, I encourage you to volunteer to serve for Jury Duty as you will 
not only be fulfilling your civic duty, but also helping us create a jury reflective of the 
changed demographics of the 4th largest city in America—a city that includes one of the 
largest Indo-American communities!  
 
I hope you will join me in enjoying tonight’s Gala. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Daniel 
Harris County District Clerk 

Chris DanielChris Daniel  
Harris County District Clerk 

  
www.hcdistrictclerk.com 

	 	
	

201	CAROLINE			•			P.O.	BOX	4651			•			HOUSTON,	TEXAS		77210-4651			•			(713)		755-5749	

 
August 11, 2018 

 
 
Welcome Friends! 
 
As your District Clerk of Harris County, I am honored to welcome you to the 19th annual 
Gala of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. 
 
The Indo-American Community was vital to saving our justice system in Harris County.  
You all stepped up to the plate—much like our beloved Astros—and helped us.  
Volunteering your time, donations, communications, and old fashion muck-out of 
homes: you all made it possible for the court staff to immediately return to business and 
keep Justice going.  I thank you all for your help! 
 
On the whole, India offers immense opportunities for Houston to do business and 
promote growth.  I am also very impressed with the contributions the Indo American 
community is making in our region economically and culturally.  The bridges we 
continue to build across the Indo-American Community are bearing fruit all over the city 
and county. 
 
As your District Clerk, I encourage you to volunteer to serve for Jury Duty as you will 
not only be fulfilling your civic duty, but also helping us create a jury reflective of the 
changed demographics of the 4th largest city in America—a city that includes one of the 
largest Indo-American communities!  
 
I hope you will join me in enjoying tonight’s Gala. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chris Daniel 
Harris County District Clerk 

August 11, 2018

Welcome Friends!

As your District Clerk of Harris County, I am honored to welcome you to the 19th 
annual Gala of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston.

The Indo-American Community was vital to saving our justice system in Harris 
County.  You all stepped up to the plate—much like our beloved Astros—and 
helped us.  Volunteering your time, donations, communications, and old fashion 
muck-out of homes: you all made it possible for the court staff to immediately 
return to business and keep Justice going.  I thank you all for your help!

On the whole, India offers immense opportunities for Houston to do business 
and promote growth.  I am also very impressed with the contributions the Indo 
American community is making in our region economically and culturally.  The 
bridges we continue to build across the Indo-American Community are bearing 
fruit all over the city and county.

As your District Clerk, I encourage you to volunteer to serve for Jury Duty as 
you will not only be fulfilling your civic duty, but also helping us create a jury 
reflective of the changed demographics of the 4th largest city in America—a city 
that includes one of the largest Indo-American communities! 

I hope you will join me in enjoying tonight’s Gala.

Chris Daniel
Harris County District Clerk



14 | IACCGH 2018

	
	
 
July 12, 2018 
 
 
It is my pleasure to greet you all and join everyone in celebration of the 19th Annual 
IACCGH Gala. As founding President of the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Houston, I am happy to see that our Chamber is continuing to serve the 
community under the leadership of Swapan Dhairyawan.  
 
Our organization has always strived toward community excellence. IACCGH has 
empowered Indo-American businesses within the Greater Houston area and promoted 
our region as a promising environment for economic development. IACCGH is united 
with the Indo-American communities towards its pursuit of excellence and civic service 
through the many programs and events it offers. IACCGH has hosted distinguished 
lectures from key personnel such as former Ambassador Richard Verma, Ambassador 
Rinzing Wangdi, Investor Neil Bush, CEO of LyondellBasell Bob Patel, CEO of Wood 
Group Michele McNichol, President of HMSDC Ingrid Robinson, UH Chancellor Dr. 
Renu Khator, and Consul General of India Dr. Anupam Ray who spoke to our 
community to give their insight and experiences.   
 
The interaction between India and the US has increased over the years thanks to both 
communities. IACCGH aims to bring these business-minded people together from both 
sides.  
 
Every year, this great event allows us to encourage and recognize achievements and 
excellence within our community. I would like to commend all members, including 
Officers, Directors, fellow advisors, and my dear friend in particular, Jagdip Ahluwalia, 
for the work they have accomplished. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Durga D. Agrawal 
Founding President, IACCGH 
President, Piping Technology & Products Inc. 
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August 11, 2018 

Today, we live in a world where countries are increasingly putting 
up trade barriers and tariffs. World trade dynamics are therefore 
changing rapidly.
 
This only increases the importance of Chambers of Commerce 
such as IACCGH.
 
IACCGH has been working hard over the last 2 decades or so to 
foster better understanding and facilitate improved trade between 
the US and India.
 
In this current environment, I believe it now needs to build on its 
success and step up  its effort even more.

Tel: 281.618.1300   Fax: 281.618.1399   www.vinmar.com   16825 Northchase Dr., Suite 1400, Houston, Texas 77060 USA
CHEMICALS and PLASTICS

Regards,
Vijay Goradia
Chairman
Vinmar International Ltd.
IACCGH Advisor
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  August 11, 2018 

Dear IACCGH Members and Friends: 

 Congratulations, on behalf  of the University of 
Houston System, on the occasion of the Indo-American 
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston’s 
Nineteenth Anniversary! 

 In less than two decades, IACCGH has become 
the essential link that brings our community together 
for the common goal of strengthening Houston’s 
economy and enriching the city’s fabric of life. 

 The UH System, comprised of the Tier-One University of Houston, UH-Clear Lake, UH-
Downtown, and UH-Victoria, is at the center of our region’s growth, and I am proud to note that
Indian and Indo-Americans constitute a vital segment of our UH System family.   

 We enroll close to 2,200 students from India ‒ the top country of origin of our international 
students ‒ in addition to hundreds of Indian and Indo-American students who are residents.  
Indian and Indo-American faculty members and researchers hold distinguished positions in the 
sciences and the humanities, and we are blessed to count an Indo-American as an eminent 
member of the UH System’s Board of Regents.   The UH System also benefits from the 
extraordinary philanthropy of successful Indian and Indo-American alumni, many of whom are 
here this evening.      

 I am honored to continue my service on IACCGH’s Board of Advisors where I do my part 
to help the organization accomplish its principal mission of advancing our great city and our 
region.  

  With warm regards, 

  Renu Khator 
  Chancellor, UH System 
  President, University of Houston    
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Dear IACCGH Members and Friends:

Congratulations, on behalf of the University of Houston System, on the occasion of the 
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston’s Nineteenth Anniversary!

In less than two decades, IACCGH has become the essential link that brings our community 
together for the common goal of strengthening Houston’s economy and enriching the city’s 
fabric of life.

The UH System, comprised of the Tier-One University of Houston, UH-Clear Lake,  
UH-Downtown, and UH-Victoria, is at the center of our region’s growth, and I am proud to 
note that Indian and Indo-Americans constitute a vital segment of our UH System family.

We enroll close to 2,200 students from India ‒ the top country of origin of our international 
students ‒ in addition to hundreds of Indian and Indo-American students who are residents. 
Indian and Indo-American faculty members and researchers hold distinguished positions 
in the sciences and the humanities, and we are blessed to count an Indo-American as an 
eminent member of the UH System’s Board of Regents. The UH System also benefits from 
the extraordinary philanthropy of successful Indian and Indo-American alumni, many of 
whom are here this evening.

I am honored to continue my service on IACCGH’s Board of Advisors where I do my part 
to help the organization accomplish its principal mission 
of advancing our great city and our region.

With warm regards,

Renu Khator
Chancellor, UH System
President, University of Houston
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PAUL E.  KLOTMAN, M.D.  
PRE SIDENT AND CEO  
EXECUTIVE DEAN  

Dear Members and Friends of the Indo-American Chamber: 

Baylor College of Medicine congratulates the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Houston on a successful year of business development, thought leadership and community 
support.

As the Chamber celebrates its 19th annual gala, it is good to acknowledge that the strength we 
demonstrate in hard times is built on a foundation of beneficial partnerships and strategic 
alliances that was years in the making.  

Like the Chamber, Baylor answered the call to service during Hurricane Harvey and its 
aftermath. We were privileged to provide healthcare and resources to a community that has 
supported us and contributed to our success. 

As President, CEO and Executive Dean of Baylor College of Medicine, and as a member of the 
IACCGH Board of Advisors, I thank you for your partnership. We make a strong team. 

       Sincerely, 

Paul Klotman, M.D. 
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RICE UNIVERSITY 

DAVID W. LEEBR0N 
PRESIDENT 

Inda-American Chamber of Commerce 
One Riverway, Suite 1700 
Houston, TX 77056 

Dear IACCGH Friends, 

July 1, 2018 

I am pleased to congratulate the Inda-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston on its 
19th annual gala celebration. Ping and I are thrilled to have witnessed the IACCGH grow into one of the 
most vibrant chambers of commerce in the Houston area. It has been a pleasure to see your 
organization's emphasis this year on small business, women in the workplace, and advancement of causes 
that benefit both India and Texas. 

Houston's diversity and international engagement are important factors for Rice University's 
students and faculty. The IACCGH is a vital part of the cultural and commercial community that makes 
Houston the global hub that it is today. The energy and enthusiasm that IACCGH and its membership 
shares with the Houston community makes this city a much better place to live and work. 

We look forward to the organization's continued success. Once again, IACCGH, congratulations 
and best wishes for continued success. 

Warm regards, 

;:t)�YL� 
David W. Leebron 
President 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-MS 1 • PosT OFFICE Box 1892 · HOUSTON. TEXAS 77251-1892 
PHONE: 713-348-5050 • FAX: 713-348-5010 • EMAIL: president@rice.edu 
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Dear friends,

I am very proud to join you for this year’s Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston’s annual gala. 
As an IACCGH Advisor, I want to congratulate the organization for hosting Texas Governor Greg Abbott as the 
keynote speaker at this year’s gala.

For nearly two decades, the IACCGH has been a leading voice in advancing strong economic and cultural ties between 
India and our great city of Houston. This organization is widely recognized and respected as a premier economic 
and cultural organization in our region, advancing knowledge sharing and generating business opportunities.

As we look to a future that is more connected than ever, the IACCGH’s work to strengthen ties and increase cultural 
awareness will become increasingly important. I am honored to be part of these efforts.

Congratulations on another very successful gala.

Most sincerely,

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel 
CEO, LyondellBasell Industries

advancingpossible.com
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Honorable 
Dr. Anupam Ray  
Consul General of India

Dr. Durga Agrawal
President & CEO, Piping 
Technology & Products

Mr. Robert E. Beauchamp
Chairman & CEO,  
BMC Software

Mr. Vijay Goradia
Chairman, Vinmar 
International Ltd

Mr. Paul Hamilton
President & CEO,
pH Technologies, LLC

Dr. Renu Khator
President & Chancellor, 
University of Houston System

Dr. Paul Klotman
President & CEO,
Baylor College of Medicine

Dr. David Leebron
President,  
Rice University

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel
CEO and Chairman of 
the Management Board, 
LyondellBasell

Dr. John Mendelsohn
Past President, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center

DIRECTORS 
AT LARGE

Brij Agrawal
President & CEO,
VKC Group

Juuhi Ahuja
CEO,
Wise Men Consultants

Asif Dakri
CEO,
Wallis State Bank

ADVISORS

Swatantra Jain
Director,
Vinmar

Mahesh Puducheri
Global VP,
Halliburton

Gopal Savjani
CEO,
Ansh Labs

Jugal Malani
CEO, Unique Industrial 
Products
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Tarush R. Anand Narayan Bhargava Karen Francis

Alyssa Holmes-Henderson Sanjay Ramabhadran Joya Shukla

EXECUTIVE 
TEAM

Swapan Dhairyawan
President

Allen Richards
Immediate Past President

Jagdip Ahluwalia
Executive Director

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 

Rajiv Bhavsar
Treasurer

Ashok Garg
Secretary



19+ WE THANK OUR PRESIDENTS
FOR THEIR SERVICE AND CONTINUED SUPPORT
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Ashoke NathDr. Durga Agrawal Deepa Thakur

2010-112008-09 2011

2002-03

S. Mona ParikhMadhukar PrasadBrij Kathuria

Ashok Shah

2012

Ajit Thakur

2013

Pankaj Dhume
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BUILDING BLOCKS ON WHICH YOUR CHAMBER STANDS



2005-062004-05

Somesh SinghDr. Randhir Sinha

2014 2015 201820172016

2006 2006-07 2007-08

Ashok Garg Swapan 
Dhairyawan

Allen RichardsJoya ShuklaSanjay 
Ramabhadran 

H.P. Bhagat Subroto Mukerji Dr. Atul 
Varadhachary
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It is almost a year 
since Harvey hit 
Houston. We saw 
devastation as 
never before but 
we also saw the 
best of humanity. 
Chamber members 

lost no time in stepping up and helping 
by opening their hearts and homes to 
friends and perfect strangers alike.

As an Indian American, I couldn’t have 
been more proud of our community. A 
special grant from Shell enabled us to 
host a series of events across the city to 
reach out to small and midsize businesses 
that had been affected by Hurricane 
Harvey and connect them to resources 
that would help them rebuild faster.

Throughout the year, unprecedented 
weather conditions didn’t deter us 
from hosting our regular events.The 
Distinguished Lecture with the Pumps 
and Pipes Society was an eye opener on 
how medical, engineering and aerospace 
experts were swapping solutions by 
“looking into each other’s toolkit.”

We celebrated five years of our 
inspirational Women Mean Business 
Series. The Annual Tax Seminar saw a 

panel of the city’s top CPA’s dialogue on 
the new Tax Cuts and Jobs Act; while 
the League City Business Conference 
connected entrepreneurs to resource 
organizations.

The Chamber also initiated a joint 
program with “Open Forum” which 
showcases a member’s entrepreneurial 
journey every month. Another first 
was Houston Chronicle featuring the 
Chamber Presidency and the Women 
Mean Business speakers. Our upcoming 
events include an Engineering and Legal 
Seminar and a unique event “Passing the 
Baton” which will highlight the transition 
from the first generation to the next.

We welcome the City of Hempstead and 
GHRA as our new members. All these 
achievements have two pivotal factors: 
a dedicated and supportive Board and 
Executive team and an Executive Director 
Jagdip Ahluwalia who is passionate and 
a powerhouse of commitment to the 
Chamber’s mission.

I congratulate the 2018 Award winners 
and thank all the attendees, sponsors, 
staff and volunteers. This Chamber is 
what it is today because of all of you.

SWAPAN DHAIRYAWAN

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
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A few months ago, 
Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott 
took a nine day 
trade mission to 
connect with India. 
Governor Abbott 
described his 65 

minute meeting with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as “an absolute home 
run.” He also held successful talks on 
deepening hydrocarbon ties between 
Texas and India with Indian Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan who had been hosted by the 
Chamber in 2017.

The Governor visited the Wipro office 
in Bengaluru and encouraged their top 
leadership to think of Texas whenever it 
broadens company ambitions in the U.S.

He also met corporate executives of 
leading Indian companies that do business 
in Texas such as steel producer Sajjan 
Jindal and Anand Mahindra, President of 
Mahindra and Mahindra. The connection 
with Anand Mahindra goes back to 2008 
when the Chamber took a trade delegation 
to India led by Harris County Judge Ed 
Emmett and successfully persuaded the 
company to consider expansion in Harris 
County. Today Mahindra USA is the 

largest tractor company in the world and 
it is based here in Harris County.

Yet another trade mission is on the 
cards. Mayor Sylvester Turner office is 
working out the details of a delegation 
to Mumbai and Delhi to promote 
Houston as an attractive investment and 
tourist destination.

We, at the Chamber, thank Governor 
Abbott,  Judge Emmett and Mayor Turner 
for their continued efforts in boosting the 
profile of Texas and bringing India and 
Texas closer.

The chamber does a lot more than 
facilitating inbound and outbound 
delegations. Our efforts also help 
businesses in Houston connect by 
encouraging networking, promoting 
entrepreneurship, linking minority 
owned business with resource partners 
and economic agencies and overall 
boosting economic growth in the Greater 
Houston region.

This evening is a testimony to our work 
over the past 19 years. Thank you all 
for being a part of this journey in 
helping us invest in our city’s future.

JAGDIP AHLUWALIA

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK
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PARTNERS IN PROGRESS
The 18th Annual Gala saw a 700 strong 

gathering of business and community 

leaders, entrepreneurs, professionals 

and elected officials. Keynote Speaker 

CEO and Chairman of LyondellBasell, 

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel delivered an 

inspirational address and lauded the 

Chamber’s efforts in strengthening the 

US-India relationship and promoting 

economic growth.

India’s growing influence on the global 

stage was highlighted by Consul 

General of Houston Dr. Anupam Ray 

after which he 

commended local 

Indo Americans 

who stepped up 

within hours to 

help Hurricane 

Harvey’s victims.

A symbolic check was presented to 

Mayor Sylvestor Turner and Judge 

Ed Emmett on behalf of the Indo 

American community.

President Allen Richards described the 

18th year of the Chamber as the start 

of “a new direction” and noted the 

Chamber’s collaboration with other 

diverse organizations. 

President-Elect, Swapan Dhairyawan 

wrapped up the evening by delivering 

the vote of thanks and outlining his 

plans for the year 2018.

   “The IACCGH Annual 
Gala encourages a strong 
collaboration between the city 
and the business community”

ALLEN RICHARDS IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Plaques of appreciation were 
presented to the Chamber’s 
major supporters by Judge 
Ed Emmett.
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CELEBRATING SUCCESS
IACCGH recognized the outstanding 

professional, entrepreneurial and 

public service achievements of 

members of the community.

Port Houston Chairman Janiece 

Longoria was honored for her 

outstanding contribution in positioning 

the Port as a globally competitive port 

and a key economic driver for the 

Greater Houston and gulf coast region.

Well known philanthropist Dr. Marie 

Goradia was presented with the “Impact 

on Humanity Award” for her forceful 

advocacy for the cause of education 

of underprivileged children in India 

through Pratham USA and her support 

of several deserving causes in healthcare.
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Entrepreneur of the Year Bal 

Sareen, CEO, Brask, Inc was 

honored for his success as a leading 

manufacturer of shell and heat 

exchangers in Texas and Swapnil 

Agarwal - Founder and Managing 

Principal of Nitya Capital and 

Karya Property Management 

was the recipient of the Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year Award.

L to R: Janiece Longoria,  
Dr. Marie Goradia, Bal Sareen 
and Swapnil Agarwal
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2010 2012
Ambassador
H.E. Arun K Singh 
Indian Ambassador to 
the United States
Jim Compton
EVP, United

2013
Consul General
of India Honorable
Parvathaneni Harish

Robert E. Beauchamp
CEO, BMC Software

20012000 2002 2003

Ambassador
H.E. Lalit Mansingh
Indian Ambassador  
to the United States

Michael Capellas, 
CEO & President, Compaq

Ambassador
H.E. Naresh Chandra
Indian Ambassador  
to the United States

Shatrughan Sinha
Minister of Shipping, 
India

Dr. Katy Dinshaw
President TMC, Mumbai

Ambassador 
H.E. Lalit Mansingh
Indian Ambassador 
to the United States

2008 2009
Jason Few
President,
Reliant Energy

2011
Ambassador
H.E. Nirupama Rao 
Indian Ambassador to 
the United States

Consul General
of India
Sanjiv Arora

Consul General
of India
S.M. Gavai

Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett

2014
US Senator 
John Cornyn

Harris County 
Judge Ed Emmett

19+

GALA CHIEF GUESTS AND KEYNOTE SPEAKERS



2004

Vijay Amritraj
Tennis Ace &  
Media Entrepreneur

Dr. John Mendelsohn
President, MD Anderson

2015 201820172016
US Ambassador
to India 
Richard R. Verma

Bhavesh (Bob) Patel
CEO and Chairman 
of the Management 
Board, LyondellBasell

Bruce Culpepper
President, Shell USA

2005 2006 2007

Shashi Tharoor
United Nations,
Under-Secretary 
General

Ambassador
H.E. Ronen Sen
Indian Ambassador 
to the United States

Paul Hamilton
President, Shell USA

US Senator
John Cornyn

Ambassador
H.E. Ronen Sen
Indian Ambassador 
to the United States

Congressman
Tom Delay

Houston Mayor
Bill White

Texas Governor
Greg Abbott
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wipro.com 

,vtPRO 

Every Drop Counts 
Applying Thought 

Helping oil and gas companies innovate, accelerate, and do more with less .. .. 

DO BUSINESS BETTER 
CONSULTING I SYSTEM INTEGRATION I BUSINESS PROCESS SERVICES 

PUMPS & PIPES 
SOCIETY
AWARD FOR 
INNOVATION

WIPRO
INBOUND INVESTMENT 
AWARD

CHITRANJAN 
“AKU” PATEL
KARAT 22
ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR

CARLECIA WRIGHT
CITY OF HOUSTON
DIRECTOR,
THE OFFICE OF BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

JEWEL SMITH
CENTERPOINT ENERGY
SUPPLIER DIVERSITY MANAGER

ARUNA VISWANATHAN
ALPHAX DECISION SCIENCES
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

WOMEN IN BUSINESS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE

2018 Honorees
19th annual iaccgh gala


















































































































































































































































































































